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With #MeToo campaign in
India gaining momen-

tum, the Government on
Friday stepped in promising to
set up a high-level panel to look
into all issues related to sexu-
al assaults in the workplace.

Supporting the #MeToo
movement, which has encour-
aged countless women to share
their stories of sexual harass-
ment, Union Minister for
Women and Child
Development Maneka Gandhi
said her Ministry will soon pro-
pose a panel with senior judi-
cial and legal persons as mem-
bers to look into all issues sur-
facing from the campaign. 

Maneka’s comments came
a day after her colleague
Textiles Minister Smriti Irani
urged people not to mock
women speaking out against
the harassment meted out to
them. “That is my only appeal
to everybody who is witnessing
this surge of outpouring of
emotion, of anger on the inter-
net and offline also,” she had
said in Mumbai. However,
senior BJP leader Sushma
Swaraj has chosen to remain
silent on the issue despite being
repeatedly asked for her com-
ments.

Maneka said she believes in
all the women who have come
out with complaints of sexual
harassment. More women
should come out and address
the issue of sexual harassment
and narrate their experiences,
Maneka said. 

“I believe in all of them. I

believe in the pain and trauma
behind every single com-
plainant,” she told PTI in an
interview. Maneka did not
comment on the allegations of
sexual harassment against her
colleague MJ Akbar, who has
been accused by several former
women colleagues of sexual
harassment when he served as
editor at various media organ-
isations. Union Minister Akbar,
film director Sajid Khan and
actor Alok Nath are among
those accused of sexual mis-
conduct. 

“I am proposing to set up
a committee with senior judi-
cial and legal persons as mem-
bers to look into all issues ema-
nating from the #MeToo cam-
paign,” Maneka said.

The committee will look
into the legal and institutional
framework in place for han-
dling complaints of sexual
harassment, including some
of the complaints if required,
and advise the Ministry on how
to strengthen these, the WCD
Minister said. 

“It takes a lot for women to
come out like this. These cases
have been elephants in the
rooms for the last 25 years. The
question here is how can they
prove these after all these
years... they have faced verbal
assault, they have been
touched, pinched, their clothes
have been pulled ... The first
thing to do is naming and
shaming these monsters.
Naming and shaming will go a
long way in lessening the pain
these women have been carry-
ing,” she said. 

Urging women to come out
with their stories, Maneka said
men who sexually harass
women depend on them to be
shamed into keeping quiet.
She said her Ministry has cre-
ated a woman friendly envi-
ronment in which they can
complain to her directly. Even
anonymous complaints will be
addressed. Maneka said
women could complain
through the she box (she-
box.nic.in), which provides a
single window access to every
woman, irrespective of her
work status to register com-
plaints related to sexual harass-

ment. Complaints can also be
lodged at min-wcd@nic.in, she
said.

All the cases will be close-
ly monitored by the Ministry.
“Regarding taking action
against those that are in office,
I am really hopeful that the
system will react because I
believe that these complaints
are true,” she said. 

According to the Minister,
protecting women has been
the watchword of the present
Government with the Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao campaign
being one of its flagship
schemes.

In an official statement,
the Union Minister said in
order to ensure harassment-
free workplaces covering all
(all ages, full-time, part-time,
public and private sector,
organised or unorganised sec-
tors, etc, including domestic
workers, students, appren-
tices, and even the women vis-
it ing an off ice),  the
Government has put in place
an effective legal and institu-
tional framework in place
through the “sexual harass-
ment at women at workplace
(prevention, prohibition and
redressal) Act” 2013.
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In yet another shocker for the
Congress, Sharad Pawar-led

Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) on Friday announced to
contest over 200 seats in the
forthcoming Assembly elec-
tion in Madhya Pradesh. 

The NCP is a constituent of
the United Progressive Alliance
(UPA). Other major
Opposition parties — Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) and
Samajwadi Party (SP) — have
already announced they will go
solo in the crucial MP polls.

The NCP’s decision comes
days after Pawar had
announced that the party will
contest only those seats in
Rajasthan, MP and
Chhattisgarh where his party
candidates would not harm
the prospects of the Congress. 

Pawar had announced this
after sharing the platform with
Congress chief Rahul Gandhi,
former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and UPA
chairperson Sonia Gandhi at a
Congress event called Bharat
Bandh to protest rising fuel

prices on September 10. “We
will only help the Congress and
in a large way consolidation of
the Opposition against the
Modi regime which has failed
on all fronts,” Pawar had said.

The NCP, the SP and the
BSP have little influence in MP,
but their decision not to side
with the Congress raised seri-
ous question mark over the
Congress’s bid to stitch togeth-
er a grand alliance of the
Opposition parties in the next
year’s Lok Sabha polls.

Releasing the NCP mani-
festo, senior NCP leader and
Maharashtra Legislative
Council (MLC) member
Rajendra Jain announced that
the Pawar-led party will try to
have a coalition with like-
minded parties in the MP. 
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Easy money and lure of filthy
lucre drove a BA first year

girl student of Delhi
University’s Deshbandhu
College to kidnap a three-year-
old son of her landlord with the
help of her minor brother,
according to police.

However, after the abduc-
tion for a ransom of �5 crore,
the girl failed in her mission as
a South West district police
team swooped on her after
monitoring her calls to the vic-
tim’s family. The zeroed in on
the location where the child
was kept, and rescued him. The
girl and his minor brother
were arrested from the spot. 

The ordeal of the parents
started on Thursday when the
boy went missing. Following
which they lodged a police
complaint.

According to the victim’s
mother, the girl and her broth-
er were living in the first floor
of their house on rent with their
parents. “Our child was kid-
napped around 7 pm on

Thursday. The incident was
captured in our neighbours
CCTV camera in which a
young boy is seen taking the
child. An hour later my hus-
band received a message
demanding �5 crore as ransom
for the release. My husband
negotiated the amount and
they finally came down to �2
crore,” said the mother. 

“Again a message was
received stating that if we want
our child back safely we should
remove people gathering out-
side the house. Meanwhile my
husband had already informed
police and number was traced
down by police and she was

caught,” said the mother,
adding that the girl is in rela-
tionship with a boy in her col-
lege and on his influence she
might have taken this step. 

Throwing light on the inci-
dent, Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Southwest) Devender
Arya said, “On Thursday, we
received a Police Control Room
(PCR) call at Vasant Kunj south
police station regarding a miss-
ing child. Initial enquiry
revealed that the accused per-
son demanded ransom for the
child’s release from the victim’s
father through WhatsApp mes-
senger.”

“Teams were constituted
and after several raids, a girl
was arrested from her residence
in Ghitorni. During sustained
interrogation, she revealed that
she hatched the conspiracy to
kidnap the child for ransom
along with her brother.  For this
purpose, they had hired a room
in Ghitroni. She disclosed that
they were planning to kidnap
the child since August this
year for easy money,” the DCP
said.
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In a daylight robbery, six
armed and masked robbers

entered the Corporation Bank
branch in Khaira village near
Chhawla and looted �3 lakh
after shooting the cashier on
Friday who was declared
brought dead in a city hospi-
tal and three others were
injured in the ensuing com-
motion after the firing.

While running away with
the cash, they also took along
the gun of the security guard

and threatened bank employ-
ees and customers before
escaping on two bikes parked
outside the bank. 

The robbers, who had
probably done a recce of the
area before committing the
crime, entered the branch
unchallenged and before any-
body could even battle the eye-
lids, they were at the counter
of the cashier identified
Santosh and shot him from the
point blank range for resisting
the robbery, said eyewitness-
es. 

Mumbai: Driven by fall in
crude prices and the recovery
in rupee by 55 paise, the BSE
Sensex on Friday posted its
biggest single-day gain in 19
months, soaring over 700
points, as global markets
rebounded after two straight
sessions of losses.

The rupee strengthened
53 paise to 73.59 (intra-day)
against the US dollar in the
forex market. This is its biggest
gain since September 19, when
it had jumped 61 paise.

Both indices ended the
week higher for the first time
in six weeks. During the peri-
od the Sensex climbed 366.59
points and Nifty rose 156.05
points.

After opening on strong
footing, the Sensex advanced to
hit a high of 34,808.42 on buy-
ing momentum after retail
investors returned to the mar-
ket. It later gave up some of the
gains, but still ended notably
higher by 732.43 points, or 2.15
per cent, at 34,733.58. 

Detailed report on P10
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Aday after the two dissident
BJP leaders — Yashwant

Sinha and Shatrughan Sinha, a
party MP — attended the
Jayaprakash Narayan birth
anniversary at the Samajwadi
Party office here, the SP indi-
cated that “Bihari Babu” should
be its candidate from Varanasi
Lok Sabha elections against
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in 2019 Lok Sabha elections.

The actor, popularly
known as “Shotgun”, who has
been sulking ever since the
NDA Government came to
power at the Centre in May
2014, has stepped up his attack
on the Prime Minister for quite
some time. 

SP sources said Bihari Babu
could be an asset for the party,
as besides getting a lion share
of the Kayastha community
votes, he may also polarise the

anti-BJP votes in Varanasi Lok
Sabha constituency. Varanasi is
also closer to his home State
Bihar and Patna Lok Sabha
seat, presently held by him. 

According to highly placed
sources in the SP, the discussion
to field Shatrughan from
Varanasi is in progress and a
decision could be taken soon. 
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Much to the chagrin of
Samajwadi Party chief

Akhilesh Yadav, the Uttar
Pradesh Government on Friday
allotted Akhilesh’s uncle
Shivpal Yadav the spacious
bungalow occupied by BSP
chief Mayawati till last year.
The bungalow is located on Lal
Bahadur Shastri Marg.

The UP Government’s
decision to allocate the sprawl-
ing bungalow to Shivpal has
sparked criticism from the
Opposition. “He is just an
MLA from Jaswantnagar seat.
How can he be allotted that
bungalow,” said a Samajwadi
Party leader.

Sources close to Shivpal
said this newly allotted prop-
erty could be used as the office
for his recently-founded polit-
ical outfit. A source claimed
that preparations are in full
swing at the bungalow to wel-
come the leader.

“I have been a five-time
MLA and former Minister,
owing to which I had applied
for a bigger space. After which
a report was sought from the
Intelligence department and
only after their report, this new
house was allotted to me by the
Government. All the rules and

regulations have been followed
in allotment of the bungalow,”
Shivpal Yadav said here on
Friday. 

The bungalow was earlier
allotted to BSP chief Mayawati
and was vacated after the
orders of the Supreme Court in
May 2017. 
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As many as 130 passengers
and six-member crew

onboard a Dubai-bound Air
India Express flight had a nar-
row escape, as its wheels hit the
perimeter wall at
Tiruchirappalli airport while
taking off from there early on
Friday morning. 

Unaware of the damage
caused to the aircraft due to the
mishap at Trichy airport, the
pilots onboard the affected
Boeing B737-800 flight IX-
611 that had taken off from
Trichy at 1.30 am continued
their journey.

After the commander of
the aircraft Capt D Ganesh
Babu was informed of the
Trichy incident, he reported
that the aircraft systems were
operating normally. However,
the flight was diverted to

Mumbai, where the aircraft
made a safe emergency landing
around 5.40 am. No one was
injured in the mishap.

Later, the affected passen-
gers left for Dubai in alternate
flight with a fresh set of crew.

Pending investigations into
the Trichy incident, Air India
has de-rostered both the pilots
- Capt Babu, with flying expe-
rience of 3,600 hours on a

Boeing 737 including 500
hours as a commander, and co-
pilot Capt Anurag with expe-
rience of around 3,000 hours.

After the aircraft hit the
peripheral wall of Trichy air-
craft, the belly of the Air India
Express aircraft was badly dam-
aged, while a sizeable portion
of thick red brick wall lay
pierced. The airline officials in
Mumbai are examining the

damaged aircraft.
“After flight IX 611 from

Trichy to Dubai had taken off
from Trichy at about 1.30 am
today, it was reported by local
Airport officials at Trichy, that
they have observed that the air-
craft might have come in con-
tact with the airport perimeter
wall,” a statement by the Air
India Express said.

Minister of Civil Aviation
Suresh Prabhu has ordered an
inquiry into the incident.

In a series of tweets put out
after the mishap, Prabhu said.
“Spoke to Secretary and other
senior officials of @MoCA_GoI
and directed them to conduct
a High Level Enquiry into the
incident. In a recent review on
airline safety, I have ordered to
put in place a third party pro-
fessional organisation to look
into various safety aspects at
@airindiain. 

In order to have continu-
ous attention towards air safe-
ty, I have also ordered con-
cerned officials to put in place
a regular ‘safety compliance
report’ of all airlines”.
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Mumbai: Justice Gautam Patel
of the Bombay High Court on
Thursday said the judiciary is
plagued with “rampant sexism
and the culture of patriarchy”.
He said, “This incessant bully-
ing of women, no matter how
competent they are, is because
this is the archetypal, nauseat-
ing patriarchy of our legal pro-
fession. It is not discussed, it
happens everywhere.”
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These days, a truly wonder-
ful television series is being

telecast. Titled “Yeh Unn Dinon
ki Baat hai”, it is taking me into
a world about which I always
feel nostalgic-the days of the
1980s and 1990s, more of
1990s. It shows a time when
romantic songs and romantic
films were quite popular. Songs
of the 1990s have been beauti-
fully used to tell the love story
of young Naina and Sameer. In
this show, audio cassettes and
video cassettes play an impor-
tant role. That makes me long
for those days! 

This generation has not
ever used audio and video cas-
settes as they were born when
CDs and DVDs had already
replaced the humble cassettes.
That was an entire culture that
has been wiped off forever
from our lives.

There was a time when we

could not imagine a world
without audio and video cas-
settes. It began with audio cas-
settes which gripped our inter-
est greatly while we were in
school. I remember seeing the
first audio cassette when I was
in Class 8 or 9. It was a cassette
of Ghulam Ali’s ghazals which
my brother had brought from
Delhi to Dehra Dun in the
summer vacations. He studied
at Delhi University while I
was still in school in the Doon
valley. 

We heard these ghazals
again and again on our small
cassette player, which he
brought along too. I cannot
express in words the happiness
we got from hearing these
melodies and some others
when we bought a few more
audio cassettes. Those days, less
was more and contentment
was the rule. We never han-
kered after more and more, as
we do now–in these days of a
fast-changing world and mate-
rial progress. 

If we had three audio cas-
settes, we were rich! Our
friends began buying the audio
cassettes and then we would
exchange them with each other
to increase our enjoyment. It
was a world full of innocent
friendships and lilting music!
Jagjit Singh’s and Chitra Singh’s
“Unforgettables” was a great hit,
bringing the ghazal to the
masses, with simple lyrics and
musical scores that still echo in
our hearts today. 

There was not a sea of loud
and forgettable music that sur-
rounded us. We found little
streams of tunes that flowed
magically and became a part of
our daily lives. Even now,
whenever I hear ghazals like
“Bahut pehle se unn kadmon ki
aahat jaan lete hain”, I remem-
ber my cassette of
“Unforgettables” which I trea-
sured for many a year but had
to eventually part with it as it
was too worn out.

When the Video cassettes
came in, our wonder was
immense. 

Just imagine, not having to
wait for Doordarshan to tele-
cast a film of one’s liking! We
could just go out there, to the
video libraries and pick up any
film we wanted and watch it at
home on our TV by using a
VCR or a VCP. The VCR had
the recording function too
while the poor VCP could
only play a video cassette. We
had a VCP that was very effi-
cient and gave us years of hap-
piness as we watched on it our
favourite golden oldies like
“Junglee”, “Janwar” , “Professor”
, “Arzoo”, “Mere Mehboob”,
“Mera Saaya”, “ Sholay”, “
Parichay” and many others . It
was like a dream come true!
We thought that this was the nd
of the rainbow and we had
found our pot of gold. We
could not have thought at that
time that there would be more
sophisticated technologies
coming our way in the future. 

What we saw after those
years was beyond our imagi-
nation. The internet, the mobile
phones, the CDs, DVDs, pen-
drives–the works! It is an entire-
ly different world from the one
of the 1980s when the VCPs
and VCRs kept us awake all
night and we found it difficult
to get up and go to college the
next day. The amazing “Drama
Serials” from our neighbouring
country were available on video
cassettes and we were addicted
to them. They opened up a
world of emotions and romance
that we admired greatly.

The video cassette libraries
were a place of social activity.
One met one’s friends, neigh-
bours and relatives there,
searching the shelves for films,
new and old. One chatted with
them and the shop owner par-
ticipated in the conversation,
giving his opinion about the
film coming in every week. It
was a lively time. It was simply
not easy to remain alone or
depressed. 

Social interaction was part
of our routine and kept us feel-
ing good. People would have
friends over to watch a film on
the VCR and then have a meal
together. Life was simpler and
our aspirations were few. The
joy we got out of little things
was immense. It is this joy that
I am remembering today by
recalling those days of audio
and video cassettes. That joy, I
am looking for. It is eluding me.
Yeh Unn Dinon ki Baat Hai!
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Manas Ranjan Panigrahi, the
in-charge and program

officer, Commonwealth
Educational Media Centre, New
Delhi stressed on the impor-
tance of open educational
resources, their preparation and
production in the changing sce-
nario of technological advance-
ment and information explo-
sion. 

He was addressing the gath-
ering of academicians on the
occasion of the inauguration of
a week-long workshop on ‘Use
and Development of Open
Educational Resources’ organ-
ised by the Faculty Development
Centre, under Pandit Madan

Mohan National Mission for
Teachers and Teaching Scheme
of MHRD, Government of India
at Hemwati Nandan Bahuguna
Garhwal University Srinagar
(Garhwal) on Friday.

He, further, stated that there
is a huge gap between traditional
teaching and now- emerging on-
line content and courses. “In
view of this, an initiative with
perfect planning needs to be ini-
tiated. 

In this sphere, knowledge
journey requires being interest-
ing, enjoyable and suitable to
wellness, happiness and good
mental health,” he said. The
workshop is being attended by
over fifty higher education
teachers from West Bengal,

Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and
Uttarakhand.

Prof Indoo Pandey
Khanduri, the director, Faculty
Development Centre, explained
the aims of the workshop-moti-
vation for opting online cours-
es, preparation of content and
three media production of these
programmes. She, further, said
that in the present scenario,
online courses are important for
providing autonomy to the stu-
dents to opt for the desired
courses without any obstruction
aside from addressing the acute
shortage of the teaching faculty
and making the students and the
teachers techno-friendly.

Prof R P Bhatt, the dean,
School of Life Sciences while
presiding over the session, said
that Open Educational
Resources are the need of the
hour for educational and skill
development of the youth in the
state like Uttarakhand beset
with geographical limitations.
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Advait Datar (13), a student
of SelaQui International

School, has scaled Mount
Kilimanjaro, Africa’s highest
peak, last week to become one
of the youngest Indians
endowed with the achieve-
ment. Mount Kilimanjaro is
located at 5895 meters in
Tanzania. It is an extinct vol-
cano. Mount Kilimanjaro is

also known as Uhuru peak
meaning freedom in Swahili
language and is considered to
be a mountaineering wonder.

A team of seven students
comprising Advait Datar,
Smriti Garg, Pranjaal Wason,
Rahul Chhachra,  Ayush
Pandey, Onkar Hans and
Kshitij Kaushik escorted by
Deovrat Badoni and Diya
Bajaj started their journey on
September 28 from the school.

Average age of the team was
15 years. 

Due to harsh condition,
two students Advait and
Smriti Garg (16 years) made
it to the top of Uhuru peak on
October 4. Advait says he is
eager to get enrolled in NIM
in Uttarkashi. His aim is to
climb K2 next year and final-
ly Everest in two years, he, fur-
ther, said.

Speaking to the media

persons, headmaster of the
school, Sharfuddin said that
the students should be
encouraged to spend time
with nature. “They should be
inspired to challenge them-
selves,” he added. He, further,
said that the mountaineering
tradition is old in the school.
“The students of the school go
to Everest Base camp and
Ladakh besides places in
Uttarakhand,” he said.
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The Additional District
Magistrate of Udham Singh

Nagar, Jagdish Chandra
Kandpal urged the sugarcane
growers to seek suggestions
from the scientists on how to
raise the quantum of their pro-
duce substantially while
addressing an award presenta-
tion programme involving the
sugarcane growers at the col-
lectorate in Rudrapur on
Friday.

He, further, said that the sci-
entists have devised several

means to help the sugarcane
growers to reap maximum
income out of the sugarcane cul-
tivation. “The scientists are well
aware of the problems the grow-
ers have been facing and if they
use the means devised by them
through painstaking study the
growers would substantially
raise their income out of the cul-
tivation despite the land where
they produce sugarcane remain-
ing the same,” he said. 

He also asked them to do
away with the old and traditional
process of cultivation which

fetches yield much less than
what is obtained through the
newly devised one.

The district deputy sugar-
cane commissioner Dharamvir
Singh said that the sugarcane
development department is now
engaged in encouraging the
growers to opt for the trench
methods of harvest. 

He cited instances of sever-
al growers having raised the
quantum of their produce per
hectare over the past few years
after they had opted for the
trench method while shunning
the traditional method. 

Dwelling on the advantages
of the trench method, he said
that the cultivation under this
process needs less seeds and the
requirement of irrigation is also
less than the traditional process.
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The Dehradun City Buses
Union president Vijay

Vardhan Dandariyal has
accused police of providing
patronage to the illegal stands
of contract carriage vehicles
like Vikrams. He said that as
per a Right to Information
(RTI) application filed by
him, police neither decide
the place of the stand for the
Vikrams nor do they issue any
order for the Vikrams.  

Dandariyal said that the
Vikrams are plying in open
violation of the order of

Uttarakhand High Court
(HC) and they have
encroached road for an illegal
stand near Clock Tower. 

He said that RTI revela-
tion has raised an important
question over those giving
protection for the operation
of the  Vikram stands on the
roads of Dehradun. 

He said that on one hand,
the administration is demol-
ishing structures in the name
of anti- encroachment drive
on the basis of 100-year- old
maps and, on the other hand,
it is conniving with the
Vikram  operators encroach-

ing roads of the capital and
use them as stands.

The president of the city
bus association said that the
officials cannot shrug off their
responsibility regarding the
illegal stands of Vikrams. 

He said that as per the
provisions of the contract
carriage permits issued to the
vehicles like Vikrams, they
can only pick up and drop
passengers from their homes
or garage them at places
booked. “The Vikrams are not
allowed to operate like stage
carriage vehicles,” Dandariyal
said and added that flouting
the permit rules and HC
order, Vikrams are picking up
retail customers on specific
routes like stage carriage vehi-
cles. 
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The senior vice-president of
FICCI FLO and president

of WIC India Nazia Yusuf
Izuddin has said that she has
been facing a threat to her life.
She, further, said that a mob of
150 people had barged into her
house on Thursday afternoon,
adding that Dehradun police
are not taking her complaint
regarding her safety seriously. 

Addressing the media
persons here on Friday, she
said that attack on her resi-
dence in village Challang near
Sai Baba temple, Rajpur had
been led by one Pankaj
Aggarwal. 

She, further, said that the
mob had forced into her res-
idential premises with arms
and ammunitions, physically
assaulted her house help and
guard and also damaged the
guard house and an earth
moving machine (JCB). 

Accusing the police of
nonchalance, she said that
the police force had arrived
late on the spot and have not
even filed a FIR in the case
against the accused as yet.

Nazia disclosed that in

recent past she had issued a
defamation notice against
Mukesh Joshi who had tried
to malign her business image.
She added that though she has
requested police regarding
the threat she has been facing
no action has been taken.
“ This reveals  that  the
Dehradun police do not take
the safety of women serious-
ly. I am feeling insecure,’’ she
said.
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Amemorandum of under-
standing between

Uttarakhand and Haryana will
be signed soon regarding the
Kisau and Renuka multi-pur-
pose projects. A decision has
been taken on the share of elec-
tricity and water related to the
Kisau multipurpose project
between the two States. 

The project will supply
electricity to Uttarakhand and
47 per cent water supply to
Haryana. Uttarakhand and
Haryana will jointly request the
Central Government to give
permission for tender for Kisau

project. These points were
deliberated upon during a
meeting between Uttarakhand
Chief Minister Trivendra Singh
Rawat and his Haryana coun-
terpart Manohar Lal Khattar at
the Sahastradhara helipad in
Dehradun. 

The Haryana CM also vis-
ited the Badrinath shrine and
paid his obeisance to the deity
there on Friday.

The emphasis is on the
joint efforts of the States to
complete the multi-purpose
projects of Kisau, Lakhwar and
Renuka projects. Target to
complete Lakhwar multi-pur-
pose project in the next four

years has been fixed. The
Lakhwar project will supply
160 cusec water annually to
Haryana. 

Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Trivendra Singh
Rawat said that concerted
efforts are being made to com-
plete these three projects. As
part of the final joint effort of
the States, the Central
Government will be requested
to give permission for the start
of the tender process for these
projects. 

Rawat, further, said that the
Kisau, Lakhwar and Renuka
multi-purpose projects will
fulfill the power and water

needs of both the States.
Soon, an MoU will be

signed in connection with
transportation between
Uttarakhand and Haryana. He
said that the work which had
been pending for past 40 years
are now being completed fast
with better coordination
between the Central and the
State Governments. Today, at
the Central and State levels, the
Governments are working in a
decisive manner. 

On Friday, discussion
regarding the Kisau, Lakhwar
and Renuka hydro-power pro-
jects was held between Rawat
and his Haryana counterpart
Manohar Lal Khattar at
Sahastradhara helipad guest
house.

The State’s principal secre-
tary Anand Wardhan and man-
aging director of the
Uttarakhand Jal Vidyut Nigam
Limited, SN Verma and other
senior officials were also pre-
sent on the occasion.
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ASpecial Protection of
Children from Sexual

Offences (POCSO) Act Court
on Friday has rejected the bail
application of five persons
accused in the alleged rape of
a minor girl and its alleged
cover-up involving GRD World
School.

Anxious relatives and sym-
pathisers of the accused had
assembled outside the POCSO
court on the day in hope that
the court would grant bail to
them. 

However to their dismay,
the court rejected the bail appli-
cations. The courtroom wit-
nessed long arguments between
the counsels of both prosecu-
tion and defence after which the
judged rejected bail of the
accused in the high profile
case. 

The incident of the rape of
the class X girl is said to have
happened on August 14 when
four senior boys sexually
exploited her in the school
premises. The victim in her
complaint had alleged that she
had narrated the incident to the

maid (Aaya) of the hostel who
told her to keep her mouth shut. 

The maid later told about
the incident to the higher ups
of the school but everyone
scolded the girl. In order to sup-
press the case a harried school
administration even gave abor-
tion pills to the girl.

On the complaint of the girl
the police arrested the Director
of the school Lata Gupta,
Principal Jitendra Sharma,
administrative officer Deepak,
his wife Tanu and maid Manju
and sent the boys charged with
rape of the minor to the juve-
nile homes.

On the recommendation of
the education department of
Dehradun, the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE)
has cancelled the affiliation of
the school.
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With the authorities failing
to take effective action,

aggressive simians continue to
pose a problem for the public
in the lake city of Nainital.

Located amidst dense
forests, Nainital has a consid-
erable population of langurs
and macaques. The illegal prac-
tice of feeding monkeys and
improper dumping of garbage
has brought the simians clos-
er to human habitats. 

Monkeys can be seen in
various localities of Nainital on
the roads and residential local-
ities where they have made it
difficult for the public to move
conveniently especially the
women and children.

Locals complain that so far
monkeys had bitten dozens of
school children. The simian
issue had achieved such serious
proportions that it after a
youngster accidentally died
after a fall from the terrace due
to a monkey four years ago, the
issue had also reached the
High Court. 

However, the local author-
ities merely fulfilled formalities,

hiring teams from Mathura in
Uttar Pradesh to catch mon-
keys and release them else-
where for about three years.
This has evidently not helped
resolve the problem. 

The simians in town are
now causing problems not only
for the locals but also for the

visiting tourists.
Observers point out that

the Forest Department has
favoured impractical measures
like sterilisation of monkeys
which has proved to be a fail-
ure in neighbouring Himachal
Pradesh. 

Instead of such measures

which actually cause monkey
troops to become more aggres-
sive towards humans, the
authorities need to take mea-
sures like growing fruit trees in
the forests, preventing people
from feeding them and stop-
ping improper disposal of
garbage in public places.
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Amix of curiosity and fear
prevailed among the locals

in Dolmar village after a
python appeared on the scene.
The locals said that they spot-
ted the python on the road. 

The forest department staff

was informed about the spot-
ting of the big reptile. Shortly
afterwards, a snake rescue team
from the forest department
arrived at the scene. 

The departmental team
succeeded in capturing the
reptile. It was later released in
the nearby jungles away from
the village.
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Ameeting of stakeholders in
the Dehradun smart city

project was held here on Friday.
Officials informed the gather-
ing about the various features
to be developed in Dehradun
as part of the project.

Parade Ground area reju-
venation will be undertaken as
part of area based development
works. This entails develop-
ment of proposed integrated

public precinct with Gandhi
Park. 

This will enhance the qual-
ity of space for public congre-
gation and create healthy and
lively ‘lungs’ for the city. One
way road will be converted to
four-lane two-way road while
the road between Gandhi Park
and Parade Ground will be
developed for pedestrians.
Mobile kiosk area for vendors,
walkways, facilities for organ-
ising fairs and parades, public
amenities like toilets, drinking
water and information kiosks
will also be provided. 

Similarly, works are also
proposed to be undertaken for
rejuvenation of the DBS and
DAV colleges area. These works
will be aimed at enhancing
institutional environment and
promote walkability while also

facilitating improved vehicular
movement, pedestrian move-
ment, public facilities and
organised retail development
relevant to the land use. 

Work is also proposed to
be undertaken for pedestrian-
isation of Paltan Bazaar area in
the heart of the city. 

Further, as part of the pro-
ject, model smart road devel-
opment, facade development
and architectural solutions for
Doon Library are also pro-
posed to be undertaken.

As part of the project,
smart roads will be developed
starting with the stretches of
Haridwar Road from Prince
Chowk to Araghar Chowk and
EC Road from Araghar to Behl
Chowk in the first phase. 

The second phase will
entail development of smart

road on stretches of Rajpur
Road and Chakrata Road. The
smart roads will have smart
LED lights, electric vehicle
charging stations, indicative
cross sections, pedestrian cross-
ings, smart parking manage-
ment system, smart bus stops,
sensory lighting and variable
message sigh board.
Improvement of 22 junctions is
also slated to be undertaken in
the city. 

To enhance efficient urban
public transport system, the
operation of electric buses is
proposed to be facilities in
Dehradun.

Earlier, speaking as the
chief guest, the Tehri MP Mala
Rajya Laxmi Shah spoke on the
need for progressing with
changing times. She suggested
that a dedicated lane could also

be provided for ambulances on
city roads. The Dehradun
Smart City Limited chief exec-
utive officer Shailesh Bagauli
spoke of the area based devel-
opment and IT driven works to
be undertaken as part of the
�1,400 crore project. 

At a time when increasing
urbanisation is also bringing
more challenges with it, he
stressed on the need for devel-
oping Dehradun into an eco-
friendly city where smart solu-
tions benefit the public and
enhance the environment.
ACEO and Mussoorie
Dehradun Development
Authority vice chairman
Ashish Kumar Srivastav also
addressed the gathering on the
occasion. 

Public representatives,
experts and other stakeholders

also expressed their views at the
meeting.
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Finding the explanation
submitted by 133 schools

in reply to the show cause
notice slapped on them by the
education department regard-
ing defiance of Uttarakhand
High Court (HC) order on
the mandatory implementa-
tion of National Council of
Education and Research
(NCERT) books unsatisfac-
tory, the Director General
(DG) school education, cap-
tain Alok Shekhar Tiwari has
warned that the department
may cancel the no-objection
certificate (NOC) issued to
them. 

These schools have
obtained the affiliation of
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) on the
basis of NOC provided by the
State education department
and the cancellation of the
NOC would put the affiliation
of the schools into jeopardy.

The DG school education
said that the explanations
submitted by the schools sug-
gest that the schools are
implementing only those
books which are not pub-
lished by the NCERT. 

In the explanation, the
schools have claimed that
they have implemented books
of private publishers in sub-
jects  l ike Arts ,  Hindi
Grammar,  General
Knowledge, Computer, IT
and Physical Education. 

Tiwari  said that  the
reports submitted by the
inquiry teams suggest that the

prices of these books were
exorbitantly higher than the
NCERT books which is vio-
lation of HC order.

He said that the maxi-
mum price of NCERT books
from class I to VIII is �50
while the maximum rates of
books in classes IX and X is
�165 while for Classes XI
and XIII, the maximum price
of a textbook is �220.

He ordered that the rates
of non-NCERT books should
not be more than 10 percent
of NCERT books.

In the warning notice,
the DG said that these schools
have put unwarranted pres-
sure on the parents of the stu-
dents to purchase expensive
non- NCERT books.

It is pertinent to mention
here that the education
department had conducted
an inquiry in the districts of
Dehradun, Haridwar, Udham
Singh Nagar and Nainital fol-
lowing the order of HC on
NCERT books. On the basis
of the findings of the inquiry,
the department on September
18 had issued notices to 181
schools in these districts.

In the notice, the depart-
ment  had found these
schools of not following the
order of Uttarakhand High
Court (HC) on NCERT text-
books and warned of can-
celling the NOCs issued to
these schools. 

The department had
asked these schools to submit
their replies before October
4. Out of these 181 schools,
133 schools had submitted
their explanations to the
show cause notice.
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A12 member team from the
Indian Army has started

work on diffusing and destroy-
ing about 555 live missiles
accidentally transported from
Iran as scrap 14 years ago. On
Friday, the team extracted and
diffused 220 live missiles. The
threat from the missiles had
been discovered in 2004 fol-
lowing an explosion that had
resulted in the death of one
worker and caused injuries to
more. The live missiles were
buried at Patrampur in Jaspur
area of Udham Singh Nagar
district.

The Indian Army 201
counter explosive device unit
from Barabanki has been work-
ing on diffusing the live mis-

siles in Jaspur since Thursday.
On Friday, the team extracted
220 of the buried missiles and
detonated them safely on the
Fika riverbed. 

From the security point of
view, the army cordoned off one
kilometre area.The superinten-
dent of police Jagdish Chandra
said that the task will continue
in the coming days.

It is pertinent to mention

here that the Indian Army team
had started work on digging up
the missiles with the help of
mechanical excavator on
Thursday. 

The missiles had arrived as
scrap in the SG Steel factory in
Kashipur about 14 years ago.
Accidental explosion of a missile
in 2004 which had led to the
death of one worker and injuries
to others had resulted in the dis-

covery of the live munition.
After the accidental explosion,
the local administration had
then brought the missiles from
the factory and buried them near
the Patrampur post in Jaspur. 

The local authorities had
exchanged official communica-
tion with the officials concerned
on many occasions to facilitate
secure disposal of the live muni-
tions. 

Following this, the Indian
Army took up the task of
destroying the missiles. The

team’s captain Vikas Malik said
that the live munitions will be
destroyed on the Fika river bank

and buried. The task will take
about one week to complete, he
added.
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Justice Ramesh Ranganathan
would be the next chief justice

of the Uttarakhand High Court.
His name for the post of the
Chief Justice in Uttarakhand
was recommended by the three-
judge collegium headed by Chief
Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi.

It should be mentioned here
that justice Ranganathan is a
judge in the Hyderabad High
Court. According to sources, the
collegium has also recommend-
ed Uttarakhand High Court jus-
tice Vijay Kumar Bisht for the
post of Sikkim High Court
Chief Justice.
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State Congress vice-presi-
dent Surya Kant Dhasmana

has sought a probe by the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) into the death of the
Ganga crusader Swami Gyan
Swaroop Sanand.  The techno-
crat-turned-ascetic had died at
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) Rishikesh
on Thursday after a observing
a marathon fast for 110 days.

The Congress leader said
that the high-level probe into
the death is warranted by the
doubt aired by Sanand’s spiri-
tual mentor Swami Shivanand
and Matri Sadan which he
heads. “They said that the
ascetic might have been killed.
Besides, Swami Shivanand and
others of the ashram have held
both the Centre and the State
responsible for the death of the
Ganga activist. Against this
backdrop, the lingering suspi-
cion over the death of the
ascetic must be cleared through
a high level inquiry,” he said.

He, further, said that his
party would hold a candle
march in Dehradun on Saturday
evening by way of paying trib-
ute to the Swami Sanand who
has sacrificed his life for the
cause of the holy river Ganga.
The State Congress chief Pritam
Singh would lead the candle
march , attended by the party
leaders and activists. The march
would start at 5.30 pm from the
State Congress office and would
end at Clock Tower, Dhasmana
informed.

Flaying Premier Narendra
Modi for remembering Ganga,
Cow and Ram only during the
time of polls, Dhasmana said
that despite Modi having  pro-
claimed himself as a son of
Ganga in Varanasi, he has no
time to consider the deplorable
state of the sacred river in
Haridwar. “Modi paid no heed
to the letters written to him on
Ganga by  Swami Sanand. He
also ignored the long-dragging
fast of the crusader of Ganga
which caused his death,” he
added. 
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Punjab has completely
banned the flavoured chew-

ing tobacco, gutka and paan
masala containing tobacco or
nicotine in the State. The State
Government has issued a noti-
fication to this effect on
October 9, 2018, imposing the
ban for one year.

Announcing this, the State
Food and Drug Administration
commissioner Kahan Singh
Pannu said that in pursuance of
the Food Safety and Standards
(Prohibition and Restrictions
on Sales) Regulations, 2011, the
manufacture, storage, sale or
distribution of gutka, paan
masala (containing tobacco or
nicotine), processed, flavoured
or scented chewing tobacco
and any other food products
containing tobacco or nicotine
as ingredient by whatsoever
name these are called as final
products, whether packaged
or unpackaged or sold as one
product or through packaged
as separate products available
in the market, is prohibited for
a period of one year in the state
of Punjab, from the date of
issue of notification.

Pannu said that it has been
observed that to circumvent the
ban on the sale of gutka, the
manufacturers are selling paan
masala (without tobacco) with

flavourved chewing tobacco
in separate sachets, but often
they are conjoint and sold
together by the same vendors
in the same premises.

This is done intentionally
so that consumers can buy the
paan masala and flavoured
chewing tobacco and mix both
the articles as a concoction to
replace gutka.

Hence, instead of the ear-
lier “ready to consume admix-
ture”, paan masala and
flavoured or scented chewing
tobacco are being used to serve
the same purpose. In view of
this processed, flavoured or
scented chewing tobacco, gutka
and paan masala containing
tobacco and have been banned
in the State.

����� ,+1�%�?1�+ Haryana Police on Friday
resorted to lathicharge on

students at Kurukshetra
University and Rohtak’s
Maharshi Dayanand University
during the students’ outfits
protest against the indirect
election to students unions to
be held on October 17 in uni-
versities and colleges of the
state.

Atleast 12 students were
injured when the students were
protesting outside the
Kurukshetra University cam-
pus.

Similar protests were held

in Sirsa, Yamunanagar and
other districts of the state over
the conduct of indirect elec-
tions to students’ unions.

Earlier in the day, more
than 200 students affiliated
with student organisations,
including NSUI, had sat on a
protest in front of gate number
3 of Kurukshetra University in
support of their demands,
blocking the movement of
vehicles on Kurukshetra-
Pehowa road.

Kurukshetra Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Gurmaij Singh said police

resorted to mild lathicharge
when students held up traffic
on the road.

He said all students were
dispersed from the site after the
police action.

An FIR under various sec-
tions of IPC has been registered
and police is trying to arrest the
student leaders who incited the
students, he added.

Notably, the student union
elections in Haryana colleges
and universities are being
organised on October 17, after
a gap of 22 years. The BJP led
Haryana Government has
however decided to hold indi-
rect polls to students unions.

The decision has not been
accepted by students’ outfits
like now-disbanded INSO,
NSUI, SFI and others who are
demanding direct elections to
students’ unions in Haryana.

In indirect polls, class rep-
resentatives are elected in col-
leges and department repre-
sentatives in universities, who
will elect the president and
other office-bearers of student
organisations.

Commenting on the lath-
icharge on students in Haryana,
now-disbanded INSO nation-
al chief Digvijay Chautala while
talking to the mediapersons in
New Delhi on Friday said that
we will boycott students’ elec-
tions on October 17.
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Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) on
Friday asked the Congress-led

Punjab Government to imme-
diately disburse �3,000 per acre
to incentivize farmers willing to
bring in positive change by man-
aging paddy straw. At the same
time, the party declared that it
would stand with the farmers
and not allow the government to
register cases against them.

“It is shocking that instead of
offering money to the anndaata
to manage paddy straw or engag-
ing machines to deal with it free
of cost, the Congress
Government has shifted this
responsibility to farmers and is
now intimidating them with
threats of cases and jail terms,”

said the former minister and
senior SAD leader Bikram Singh
Majithia.

Urging the farmers to unite
to counter these repressive tac-
tics, Majithia said that the Akali
rank and file would stand with
them and protest any move to
penalize farmers. He also urged
party workers to rush to the spot
to show solidarity with farmers
on receiving any information of
prosecution of farmers.

Blaming the Congress gov-
ernment squarely for failing to
take steps to avoid burning of
paddy stubble in the State, the
Akali leader said that the gov-
ernment had a full year to tack-
le the issue but aggravated it
instead of trying to resolve it.

“The government first

delayed paddy transplantation by
10 days through a dictatorial
order which has reduced the
cropping window for sowing of
wheat crop and gives very little
time to farmers to manage paddy
straw,” he said adding that the
Government placed orders for
14,000 machines like happy
seeder and super straw man-
agement systems but only
around 500 machines have been
received on subsidized rates.

Asking the Congress gov-
ernment how it could victimize
farmers when it had been given
Rs 665 crore by the Centre to
generate awareness on stubble
burning and boosting use of sub-
sidized machinery which it did
not put to good use.
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The ‘chacha-bhatija’ feud in
Haryana’s influential

Chautala family escalated on
Friday with reports of suspen-
sion of Hisar MP Dushyant
Chautala and his younger
brother Digvijay Chautala from
the party.While the party lead-
ers termed the reports of sus-
pension as ‘rumors’, Leader of
opposition and senior party
leader Abhay Singh Chautala
claimed having no knowledge
about the same.

Abhay Chautala on Friday
also played down an apparent
rift within the Chautala fami-
ly, which has gone public after
the INLD supremo OP
Chautala dissolved the party’s
youth wing and student wing
INSO a day before.

Digvijay Singh Chautala,
who was national president of
now-disbanded INSO, reiter-
ated on Friday that the INSO
cannot be dissolved by anyone
except its founding member
and its executive committee
during a press conference in the
national capital while Abhay
Chautala at a press conference
in Haryana’s capital
Chandigarh maintained that
OP Chautala is fully authorised
to take any decision in this
regard and it does not matter
who says what.

While Abhay Chautala and
his nephew Digvijay Chautala
gave contradictory statements
on Friday, Hisar MP Dushyant
Chautala is yet to respond on

the ongoing turmoil in the
party.

Abhay Singh Chautala is
the younger son of OP
Chautala.  Hisar MP Dushyant
Chautala and Digvijay
Chautala are sons of INLD's
state secretary general Ajay
Singh Chautala, Abhay's elder
brother.

The rift within the
Chautala family had came to
the fore  on Thursday, when OP
Chautala had dissolved the
party's student and youth wings
— headed by Dushyant and
Digvijay respectively.

While the party leaders
has brushed aside the reports
of suspension of Dushyant
and Digvijay as “rumors”,
party sources said that both
leaders have been given seven
days time to respond to the
allegations leveled against
them.

The party in a press state-
ment issued on Thursday had
stated that both youth and stu-
dents wings have been dis-
solved after they were “found
to be lacking in discipline
and commitment to the ideals
of the INLD”.

Political observers feel
that with the recent organiza-
tional changes in the party, OP
Chautala has sided with his
younger son Abhay Chautala,
who will be leading the party
in 2019 Lok Sabha polls.

The decision is seen as a
bid to cut Dushyant and his
younger brother Digvijay who
was heading the INSO to size.

There had been reports of
ongoing “war of succession”
between Abhay Singh
Chautala and Dushyant for a
long time.

The senior Chautala's deci-
sion to dissolve the youth wing
and student wing had came
days after a group of youths
allegedly indulged in hooting at
the Gohana rally on October 7
when the Abhay Chautala was
speaking, while there were
cheers for Dushyant Chautala
as he spoke. 

In 2014 Lok Sabha polls,
Dushyant had successfully con-
tested from Hisar seat and
became the youngest MP at 27.

Ajay Singh Chautala along
with his father OP Chautala are
currently serving jail term in
the teachers' recruitment scam.
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Senior INLD leader Abhay
Singh Chautala on Friday
played down an apparent rift
within the Chautala family
saying nephews Dushyant and
Digvijay are “our children”.

At the same time, he main-
tained that anyone violating the
party discipline will face action.

"There are no differences
with Dushyant and Digvijay,
they are our children," Abhay
Singh Chautala said while talk-
ing to the mediapersons here.

But discipline is our party’s
biggest strength. If any person
violates that, party will take
action, he added.

When asked whether

Dushyant Chautala has been
suspended from the party,
Chautala said he had no knowl-
edge about this.

On OP’s Chautala decision
to dissolve party’s youth and
students wing, he said the stu-
dent and youth wings were
asked to ensure a smooth con-
duct of the rally. But they
failed to do so and  Chautala
Sahab took this step.

On Digvijay Chautala’s
claims that only INSO founder
Ajay Singh Chautala or its
executive committee could dis-
solve the wing, the Leader of
opposition said, “INSO is a part
of INLD. Everyone knows it
well and they hold all their pro-
grammes under the party flag.
OP Chautala is fully authorised
to take any decision in this
regard. It does now matter
who say what on this now….”

When asked about the
INLD chief effecting a restruc-
turing in the party, he said
party leaders at a meeting on
October 3 in Gurugram autho-
rised OP Chautala to carry out
changes in the organisation. It
is for him (O P Chautala) to see
what task he has to entrust to
whom in the party organisation
and who has to be relieved of
what duty.”

“Those who worked hard,
they were again entrusted with
various responsibilities and
those who failed to per-
form...they were asked to give
chance to others. And this is an
election year,” he said when
asked to comment on restruc-

turing in INLD.
When further pushed to

answer on ongoing turmoil in
the party, Chautala told medi-
apersons that they should be
more worried about farmers of
Haryana and not about changes
in the INLD.
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Going against his grandfa-
ther’s decision, Digvijay
Chautala, who was national
president of now-disbanded
INSO, on Friday maintained
that INSO is an independent
body and has a separate con-
stitution.

INSO can only be dis-
solved by founder member
Ajay Chautala or its executive
committee, said Digvijay while
talking to  the mediapersons in
New Delhi on Friday evening.

On a question whether he
is going against his grandfa-
ther’s decision, he said, “I
respect OP Chautala Sahab
but INSO cannot be dissolved
like this.” Both OP Chautala
and Abhay Chautala are not
members of INSO executive
committee, he said in reply to
a question.

He further said that INLD
has 17 wings as documents
submitted with the Election
Commission and INSO is not
mentioned in those docu-
ments.

On reports of suspension
of Dushyant from the party, he
said they did not get any such

communication from the party.
On allegations of indisci-

pline and anti-party activities
leveled against youth and stu-
dent wing, Digvijay said that an
inquiry should have been car-
ried out into this. People had
raised slogans of zindabad and
not murdabad against anyone
at the Gohana rally held on
October 7.

When asked about rift in
the Chautala family, Digvijay
denied such reports saying
that everything is fine in the
family and the party.

On meeting with OP
Chautala and Ajay Chautala on
recent development, Digvijay
said that he will soon meet
them.
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INLD chief OP Chautala
announced more organiza-
tional changes in the party on
Friday. Ashok Arora will
remain INLD’s Haryana chief
while Ajay Singh Chautala will
remain as party’s secretary
general.

MLA Jasvinder Sandhu,
Satvir Verma, OmPrakash,
Rajender Bisla and Chaudhary
Sunil Yadav have been appoint-
ed as vice presidents of state
party unit. The political affair
committee will include Ashok
Arora, Ajay Chautala, Abhay
Chautala, former MLA Sher
Singh, MLA Jaswinder Singh,
Gopichand Gehlot, Subhash
Goyal among others.
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Washington: The US is review-
ing "very carefully" India's deci-
sion to continue buying Iranian
oil and purchase of the Russian
S-400 air defence system, a top
official has said, terming it
"not helpful", days after
President Donald Trump
observed that New Delhi would
soon find out if it faced puni-
tive measures.

The US is trying to cut off
all oil imports from Iran to zero
by November 4 following
Trump's decision in May to pull
out of the 2015 multilateral deal
that eased global sanctions in
exchange for curbs on Iran's
suspected nuclear programmes
and malign activities.

Responding to questions
on reports that India will con-
tinue to purchase oil from Iran
after November 4, State
Department spokesperson
Heather Nauert said this was
"not helpful".

India's Oil Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on
Monday said two State refiners
have placed orders for import-
ing crude oil from Iran in
November.

"Overall with regard to
those sanctions that will take
effect on November 4 — and
you're referring to the oil sanc-
tions for Iran and countries that
choose to continue purchasing
oil from Iran — we have con-
versations with many partners
and allies around the world
about those sanctions," Nauert
said on Thursday.

"We make our policies very
clear to those countries. We con-
tinue to have conversations with
the Government of Iraq about
that particular issue and the
implications for the reimposition
of sanctions that were previously

lifted or even waived under the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA)," she said.

The Trump administration
has given the same message to
all countries around the world,
and the president has said that
the US is committed to re-
enforcing all of its sanctions. 

"We believe that countries
coming together and recog-
nising the malign influence
that Iran has had around the
world is important. We know
that Iran and the Government
of Iran has taken the benefits
that it received under the
JCPOA and they've poured

that money not into their own
population, not into the good
of the people, not into its med-
ical hospitals and things of that
nature, but rather they've used
it for its own nefarious pro-
grammes," Nauert said.

Noting that she has seen
reports of India continuing to
buy oil from Iran after
November 4, she said this was
a topic of conversation with the
Indian Government when
Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo was in India last
month for the first 2+2
Dialogue. 

"The President had
addressed it — I believe it was
just earlier today — which he
was asked about that question
about whether or not India
would buy oil from Iran after
sanctions are reimposed. And
the President said — and I'm
not going to get ahead of the
President, certainly — but he
said we'll take care of that," she
said. 

On the implication of the
Countering America's
Adversaries Through Sanctions
Act or CAATSA on India after

it inked the $5 billion deal with
Russia to purchase the S-400
Triumf air defence system,
Nauert said, "He (the president)
was asked also about CAATSA
sanctions and possible impo-
sition of CAATSA sanctions.
And he said, you know, India
is going to find out. 

"And India will find out.
We'll see. So I'm not going to
get ahead of him, but certain-
ly when we hear about things
such as purchasing oil or the S-
400 systems, it's not helpful.
The United States Government
just reviews that very careful-
ly," Nauert said.

The Countering America's
Adversaries Through Sanctions
Act or CAATSA is a US feder-
al law that imposed sanctions on
Iran, North Korea and Russia.

In Russia's case, the act pri-
marily deals with sanctions on
Russian interests such as its oil
and gas industry, defence and
security sector, and financial
institutions, in the backdrop of
its military intervention in
Ukraine and its alleged med-
dling in the 2016 US
Presidential elections.
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India's egg production will
soon touch 100 billion annu-

ally from nearly 90 billion per
year as the poultry sector is
growing rapidly and becoming
organised. Interestingly, the
availability in India is around
70 eggs per person per year,
while as per National Nutrition
Institute this should be about
180 eggs per person. 

Addressing a conference to
mark World Egg Day, Minister
of State for Agriculture
Parshottam Rupala said the
poultry sector is growing rapid-
ly and is contributing to the
country's food security.

He said the sector provides
a lot of employment opportunity
and would help immensely in
achieving the Government's tar-
get to double farmers' income by

2022. Rupala said the poultry
business does not require huge
investment that helps small and
marginal farmers.

Minister of State for
Agriculture Krishna Raj spoke
about importance of eggs in our
daily life. "Eggs are clean and
healthy food," she said. Speaking
at the event, Agriculture
Secretary Tarun Shridhar said
the country's poultry sector is
estimated at �1 lakh crore.

"Egg production is about 90

billion and will soon reach 100
billion per year," he added.
Stating that the poultry sector
was growing at 6 per cent annu-
ally, he said the sector has
become organised which would
help in tapping export markets.
While Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and
Andhra Pradesh topped in the
dairy sector, the highest egg pro-
ducing States in the country
were Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, West Bengal

and Haryana. "Low cost of egg
production, high productivity,
rise in egg consumption in the
north owing to growing per
capita income of a young and
increasingly urban population
and emerging export markets
are certain key growth drivers of
egg production in India," official
said. India exports over five crore
eggs worth over �250 crore
each year and the winter season
is the peak season for exports.
Afghanistan, Algeria, Hong
Kong, Maldives, Middle East
and African countries are lead-
ing export markets for eggs
produced across India and
Brazil, China, Europe, Taiwan
and the United States are India's
biggest competitors.  The glob-
al market for eggs is currently at
over 2,000 billion and is rising
at a growth rate of over 60 per
cent.
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The Congress on Friday demanded the
sacking of Gujarat Chief Minister

Vijay Rupani and imposition of
President's rule in the State, claiming that
law and order situation has collapsed
there with large-scale attacks on Hindi-
speaking migrants. 

The Congress also asked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to speak up on
the violence in the BJP-ruled state and
apologise taking moral responsibility for
what it called acts of the saffron party
leaders. 

Congress spokesperson Shaktisinh
Gohil alleged that the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) MLAs and leaders were part
of a preconceived conspiracy to fuel
attacks against people from Hindi-belt
states living in Gujarat in the aftermath
of the alleged rape of a 14-month-old girl
in Sabarkantha district on September 28
by a labourer from Bihar.

The Congress leader alleged it was
under a "BJP conspiracy" that north
Indians were attacked, saying no "true
Gujarati" would approve of such inci-
dents. After the rape incident came to
light, at least six districts in Gujarat have
seen incidents of large-scale violence
against Hindi-speaking migrant workers,
forcing an exodus of thousands of
migrants, mostly from Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar and Madhya Pradesh. 

Gohil said it was a policy of the rul-
ing party to "divide and rule" and then
blame the Congress party. He also
named some BJP MLAs for allegedly fan-
ning violence against Hindi-speaking
non-Gujaratis in the state.

"Chief Minister Vijay Rupani should
be sacked immediately by the BJP lead-
ership for his Constitutional failures.
Prime Minister Modi should speak up
and apologise to the people of India and
especially Gujarat, taking moral respon-
sibility of BJP's acts," Gohil said at
AICC press conference. 

Stating that the prime minister was
a Gujarati who won election from
Varanasi in UP, the Congress leader said
the states like UP, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Maharashtra have con-
tributed immensely in his electoral tri-
umph and he should immediately sack
Vijay Rupani.

Pointing out that there was a mas-
sive exodus of Hindi-speaking non-
Gujaratis from the state and 165 FIRs
were filed in connection with related inci-
dents, he said, "It means law and order
has collapsed and President's Rule should
be imposed."

Gohil also defended Congress MLA
Alpesh Thakor, who is facing the heat
over the violence against Hindi-speak-
ing migrants in Gujarat, saying he was
making efforts to maintain harmony and
peace and stop such attacks.
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The Centre on Friday sought
a detailed report from the

Aligarh Muslim University
(AMU) over protest by a sec-
tion of students within the
campus over organising a
‘funeral’ for slain Hijbul
Mujahideen terrorist Mannan
Wani. The HRD Ministry on
Friday issued notices to the
University authorities to
explain the related incident. 

The university suspended
two students and issues show-
cause to seven others, accord-
ing to a statement issued by the
university. The notices come
after reports said a group of stu-
dents of AMU organised a
funeral for the slain Hijbul
Mujahideen terrorist on
Thursday evening. The ritual,
however, was interrupted by
authorities before it could be
completed. 

"We received a call from
the Ministry officials and have
been asked to send a report on
the incident. The situation was
brought in control on time and
no untoward incident took
place. We have already taken
action against students who

were involved. We will send the
due reply to Ministry," said a
AMU administrative officer. 

Around 15 students have
been sent show-cause notices
by the university after the inci-
dent. This has also led the
Ministry to ask for an expla-
nation from the university.

Wani, a PhD scholar at
AMU, was killed in an
encounter with the security
forces in Jammu & Kashmir on
Wednesday. Wani was report-
edly popular among Kashmiri
students, who organised the
'funeral'. Wani was debarred by
the University in January after
the authorities got to know of
his involvement with the
Hizbul.

A group of Kashmiri stu-

dents had organised a funeral
for Wani, a ritual which is done
in absentia. But before they
could go ahead with it, Faizul
Hasan, a PhD scholar and for-
mer president of the students'
association, claimed he tried to
stop them. A few students too
reached the spot and told them
not to continue with it, as it
would give a bad name to the
university. 

The Proctor was also called
to the spot and they had to
eventually abandon the ritual.
A minor scuffle ensued
between students who were
trying to conduct the funeral
and those trying to stop them
and it was only after the author-
ities intervened that the situa-
tion was brought under control.

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Friday
refused to stay the decision of the West Bengal
Government to grant �28 crore to 28,000 Durga
puja committees across the State.

A bench of Justices Madan B Lokur and
Deepak Gupta, however, issued notice to the State
Government on a plea challenging the decision
to grant �10,000 each to 28,000 Durga Puja com-
mittees, and sought its reply within six weeks.

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, appearing for the
State Government, said the money has not been
directly paid to puja committees and has been
given through the State police.

The top court was hearing a petition filed by
advocate Sourav Dutta, challenging the Mamata
Banerjee Government's decision to dole out �28
crore to puja committees in the State for Durga
Puja celebrations. On September 10, Banerjee had
declared that �10,000 would be given to each of
the 28,000 puja committees across the State —
3,000 in the city and 25,000 in the districts, cost-
ing the Government �28 crore. PTI

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Friday dis-
missed two separate petitions of senior
Congress leaders Kamal Nath and Sachin
Pilot seeking directions to the Election
Commission to provide the draft voters' list in
poll-bound Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan in
text format.

Polls in Madhya Pradesh will be held on
November 28 and in Rajasthan on December
7. A bench of justices A K Sikri and Ashok
Bhushan said, "We have dismissed these peti-
tions". 

The apex court had reserved its verdict on
October 8 on the plea of leaders alleging dupli-
cation of voters in the list and sought a prop-
er redressal of grievances to ensure free and fair
elections.

The plea filed by Nath said directions
should be issued to publish the voters' lists in
a "text format as per rules", instead of the PDF
format, and expeditious decisions taken on all
complaints before their final publication. 

PTI
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Hoping that Parliament will
pass the Bill banning

inistant Triple Talaq, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Friday said the legislation to
protect the Muslim women
was part of Government's
efforts to provide justice. He
was addressing an event to
mark the 25th anniversary of
National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) here and
also said that the Commission
has an important role to play in
Government's efforts to achieve
sustainable development goals.

Modi said that the
Government is committed to
improve the lives of people by
ensuring their rights. He cited
various steps taken by
Government in this regard and
said the triple talaq legislation
is a part of the effort to provide
justice to the oppressed. "I am
confident that this key legisla-
tion will be accorded approval

by Parliament soon," he said.
The bill is pending before
Rajya Sabha with Lok Sabha
having already passed it.

"For us, human rights &
their protection are not mere-
ly phrases. They are articles of
faith, which we are continu-
ously upholding. Whenever
basic human rights have been
denied, like during Emergency,
the people of India fought tire-
lessly and ensured democracy
and human rights prevail," said
Modi, congratulating the
Commission in their service to
the nation. 

Besides, the Prime
Minister, Home Minister
Rajnath Singh and Union
Minister of State (Independent
Charge) for Communications
Manoj Sinha also attended the
function, chaired by NHRC
Chairperson Justice HL Dattu. 

The Commission, which
was established on October
12, 1993 under the Protection
of the Human Rights (PHR)

Act, 1993, has lined up a host
of activities till Sunday to mark
the anniversary.  Disposal of
more than 17 lakh cases, pay-
ment of more than one billion
rupees to the victims of human
rights violations by various
state agencies on the recom-
mendations of the Commission
and more than 750 on-spot
inquiries cap the 25 years of
NHRC's work for the cause,
said NHRC officials.

The rights panel has five
members, including the chair-
person, who deliberate upon
cases put before them.
Currently, two posts of mem-
bers are vacant, he said. The
NHRC, in the run up to the
jubilee, has already hosted a
number of programmes,
including an international
conclave on human rights,
panel discussion on role of
media in context of human
rights, painting competition
and slogan and logo making
contest.
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Asserting that a lie can't be a sub-
stitute for the truth, the BJP on

Friday said Congress president Rahul
Gandhi is flogging a dead-horse on the
Rafale issue and creating fake news
even as it sought to clarify that the final
list of offset companies would be out
only by the end of 2019. 

Addressing a Press conference here,
Union Minister Piyush Goyal hit out at
Rahul and accused him of repeating lies
and alleged that purchase of Rafale fight-
er jet was cancelled by the Congress-led-
UPA Government as Dassault compa-
ny was not willing to give offset contract
to one Sanjay Bhandari,  a close asso-
ciate of Rahul's family. 

He said Reliance-Dassault  asso-
ciation dates back to 2012 when UPA
was in power at the Centre and the
incumbent government has no role in
it. He said  obligatory offset investment
in India by Dassault could be done in
a variety of ways including through
Foreign Direct Investment.

Goyal said though the Modi-gov-
ernment got the Rafale deal in the best
terms and conditions , Congress ,an

"issueless party", is  spreading lies and
propaganda on it. 

He listed Congress President's lies
on seven points  including Dassault off-
set deal, Supreme Court ruling on Rafale
deal,   alleged dissent by an officer in
the Ministry of Defence, alleged quid-
pro-quo with a particular company, Ex-
President of France allegedly calling
Prime Minister Modi as thief, falsehood
that he (Rahul) met French President
and was told that there was no secrecy
law in Rafale deal and quoting differ-
ent prices for a basic Rafale aircraft and
comparing it with a fully loaded one.

The Minster said BJP and the gov-
ernment  have nailed all  the lies of the
Congress leader on the Rafale deal.  He
said unlike the Congress which can-
celled Rafale contract and jeopardize
national security, the Modi-government
has given the National security  a top
priority by expediting the fighter plane.
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In a move to alert general pub-
lic and local authorities to

brace up for bad air in advance,
the Ministry of Earth Sciences
(MoES) will launch an 'air pol-
lution emergency prediction
system' for Delhi on October 15. 

The month of October
usually sees very poor air qual-
ity due to stubble burning and
adverse meteorological condi-
tions ahead of Diwali and onset
of winter. In other words, Delhi
will be better equipped to tack-
le sudden pollution spikes this
winter, with an 'early warning
system' that can predict air
quality levels at least two days
in advance.  This will not only
help residents brace for high-
pollution days, it will also
enable the Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP) that
kicked in last year to be imple-
mented in advance.

IMD official said the new
system 'air quality emergency
early warning system for Delhi
will be operational from October
15.  "The system, first of its kind
in the country, was developed
indigenously in record time by
Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology, Pune and opera-
tionalized by India
Meteorological Department
(IMD). The system will draw
data from 36 monitoring stations
run by the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), Delhi
Pollution Control Committee
(DPCC) and SAFAR and will
predict a real time informa-
tion," said IMD official.

"The system will be

devised by mapping of emis-
sions from various sources and
analysing quality of meteoro-
logical fields in urban areas - be
it local air circulation, topo-
graphic effect, low winds or
breeze conditions in certain
months," the IMD said.

After recording 'poor' qual-
ity in the last few days, air in
Delhi Friday improved to
'moderate' with increase in
wind speed due to develop-
ment of low pressure area over
the Bay of Bengal. The overall
air quality index (AQI) record-
ed at 4 pm Friday stood at 154,
which falls under 'moderate'
category, according to a data by
the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB). 

Adjoining Ghaziabad and
Noida also recorded 'moderate'
air quality levels at 122 and 132,
respectively, the data showed.
Delhi's AQI on Thursday stood
at 210. An AQI between 0-50 is

considered 'good', 51-100 'sat-
isfactory', 101-200 'moderate',
201-300 'poor', 301-400 'very
poor', and 401-500 'severe'.

A senior CPCB official
said there would be improve-
ment in the air quality in the
next few days as the wind
speed improved. "The wind
speed increased due to devel-
opment of a low pressure area
over the Bay of Bengal," he said.

The capital city Delhi has
been ranked as the most pol-
luted megacity in the world.
Last year, the Delhi chief min-
ister compared the city to a
"gas chamber", while the
Indian Medical Association
issued a public warning saying
it was in a state of "medical
health emergency". United
Airlines had cancelled some of
its Delhi-bound flights, calling
Delhi's air quality toxic, with
conditions similar to a "natur-
al disaster".
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The stand-off between
Governor Banwarilal Purohit

and the non-BJP political parties
in Tamil Nadu reached a new
high on Friday with the Raj
Bhavan releasing a statement
expressing concern and con-
sternation over the incidents
that took place in the last three
days including the arrest and
release of a magazine editor and
the kind of diatribe used against
the office of the Governor by the
main Opposition party, its allies
and a section of the media.

The Governor has referred
to the arrest of Nirmala Devi,
an assistant professor in a col-
lege at Aruppukottai in
Southern Tamil Nadu in con-
nection with charges of her
enticing some of the girl stu-
dents to solicit sexual favours
for her higher ups. The maga-
zine Nakheeran  published a
series of news reports claiming
to be based on the statements

given by Nirmala Devi to police
in which she is reported to have
disclosed that the girls were
being courted for the Governor.

“The need for Raj Bhavan
to narrate the truth has indeed
shown the limits towards which
fear of antisocial and lumpen
elements has taken the society
to. This is most unfortunate
and reminiscent of the days
under the British till the Father
of the Nation came to the fore
to teach the people to resist fear
and stand on the path of truth
and goodness,” said the Raj
Bhavan statement.

It said there was only
absolute falsehood and not a
shred of truthfulness in the
links attributed to the
Honourable Governor or the
Raj Bhavan in the issue con-
cerning Nirmala Devi. “The
statement given by her before
the police will itself bear out the
truth. This being the case it is a
matter of humour to hear peo-
ple say that press freedom is
being threatened on the court,

of action being taken under the
law after much patience and tol-
erance to stop a slanderous, vul-
gar and cowardly way of attack-
ing the first citizen of the State,”
the statement said.

The statement which has
used power packed words said
that the Raj Bhavan had main-
tained a dignified silence for
more than six months ever
since the issue came to light as
the law was taking its own
course. “It was indeed shock-
ing to see a resurfacing of yel-
low journalism  in an issue of
the magazine in late
September after the charge
sheets had been filed and all
investigation completed.
Those who claim to be
involved in investigative jour-
nalism have not even bothered
to verify the actual statement
given by Nirmala Devi before
the police. The height of casu-
alness and cowardice in jour-
nalistic ethics had been
reached  with the publishing of
this article,” said the statement.

PATNA: The police are frantically looking for Kumari Manju
Verma and her husband Chandeshwar Prasad Verma after the
Patna High Court rejected the anticipatory bail plea of Bihar’s
former Social Welfare Minister. 
The couple are absconding after coming under the radar of the CBI.
The Begusarai police withdrawn the police guard posted at her
Shripur house under Cheria Bariarpur police station after he was
grilled to inquire the whereabouts of Vermas.

The name of her husband came up during the investigation in
the infamous Muzaffarpur girls’ shelter home case in which 34 minor
girls were sexually assaulted. Verma was found to be in constant
touch with main accused Brajesh Thakur and reportedly visited the
shelter home secretly. After that his wife Manju was forced to resign
as she was Minister of Social Welfare, the department under which
the Government run shelter homes come and granted finance. 
The CBI which was handed over the investigation by the Bihar
Government raided their Shripur house on August 17 from where

50 live cartridges of various bores,
including prohibited ones, were
found. Since then the couple is on
the run.

On Friday the Beguarai police
pasted a poster on her house
declaring her absconder and ask-
ing people to let police know their
whereabouts if they have any
knowledge. PNS
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Gujarat Government on
Friday appointed two fast

track judges in order to quick-
ly dispose the case related to
rape on infant in Himatnagar
as well as another rape case on
minor in Surat.

With these appointments,
trial would become speedy in
cases related to rapes on minor
girls. Hearing related to the
attacks on migrant labourers
would also be conducted in
these courts as already over 60
such cases have been registered
with the Gujarat police in dif-
ferent parts of the States.

On September 28, 2018 a
14-months-old girl  was
allegedly raped by a labourer
belonging to Bihar. 

Following the incident,
provoked locals attacked on
Hindi-speaking labourers
working in factories. Taking
advantage of the situation,
some politicians too gave
provocative speeches against
the innocent labourers, as a
result of it around 1 lakh
workers fled to their respec-
tive States out of fear.  

Meanwhile the Gujarat

High Court asked the State
Government to file an affidavit
in reply to a public interest lit-
igation seeking action against
those responsible for the
recent attacks on migrant
workers. The court has also
asked to file affidavit against
those personnel working with
the State Government who
failed to protect innocent
labourers.

Human Rights activists and
advocate Khemchand Koshti
filed he PIL challenging the
“action or inaction of the State
as well as the State police in not
taking any preventive mea-
sures” to stop the attacks on the
migrants living in Gujarat.

In his petition Koshti has
claimed that more than two
lakh migrants had fled to
their home States after the

incident of rape on infant
girl. According to him nearly
one crore migrants from the
States of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,

Odisha and other States work-
ing in factories, construction
industry as industrial estates
across the State.

"�#
	�/����
��
���
,+(��1�	

In what is being seen as a
major setback to Tamil Nadu

Government, the Madras High
Court on Friday ordered a
probe by the Central Bureau of
Investigation into the allega-
tions of corruption against
Chief Minister Edappadi
Palaniswami.

Justice AD Jagadish
Chandira  transferred the probe
into allegations of corruption
against the Chief Minister from
the Directorate of Vigilance
and Anti-Corruption (DVAC)
to the CBI, “in the interest of
justice and to ensure free and
fair investigation”. The justice
also set a time line of three
months for the CBI to complete

the investigation.
The court was disposing of

a petition filed by DMK organ-
ising secretary RS Bharathi on
June 13 alleging largescale cor-
ruption in the award of five
civil contracts by the State
Highways Department. This is
a portfolio being held by the
Chief Minister.

Interestingly, the court ver-

dict came three days after the
DVAC, which held a prelimi-
nary probe, gave a clean chit to
Palaniswami last Tuesday stating
that it did not find commission
of any cognisable offence.

The complainant Bharathi
had charged that the contrac-
tors who bagged major civil
contracts of works funded by
the World Bank  were close rel-
atives and friends of the Chief
Minister and his son.

This is the second case
against the Government of
Tamil Nadu which has been
transferred to the CBI. Earlier,
the court had transferred the
Gutkha pay-off case probe too
to the CBI for investigation as
the case featured ministers and
top bureaucrats and police
higher-ups.
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Union Minister of State for
Shipping Mansukh

Mandavia on Friday
announced that nearly 10,000
labourers working at Alang –
one of the biggest Ship
Recycling Yard in Asia would
be given houses. 

The yard is situated along
10 km coast of Gulf of

Cambay in Bhavnagar district
where large number of
migrant labourers, especial-
ly from Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar are working. 

According to Mandavia,
the Central Government
would fund �215 crore to
construct housing for these
labourers.
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The “Me too” movement left
the reputations of three

more film personalities Sajid
Khan, Subhash Ghai and Luv
Ranjan in tatters and the shoot-
ing of  film "Housefull 4" came
to be cancelled on Friday, even
as leading actors Akshay
Kumar, Ajay Devgn and Farhan
Akthar threw their weight
behind the victim women.

Facing sexual harassment
charge, Ghai appeared to be in
a denial mode, while Sajid Khan
took “moral responsibility” for
his alleged misbeahviour with
women and quit as the director
of Housefull 4 — which is the
fourth installment of the highly-
successful Housefull comedy
series produced by Sajid
Nadiadwala.  However, there was
no official word from Ranjan.

"In the wake of the allega-
tions against me and the pres-
sure being put on my family, my
producer and the stars of my
film 'Housefull 4', I must take the
moral responsibility of stepping
down from my directorial post,
till the time I can allay the alle-

gations and prove the truth..
Request my friends in the media
to kindly not pass judgment till
the truth is out," Sajid tweeted.

Sajid Khan faces charges of
sexual harassment from actress
Saloni Chopra and journalist
Karishma Upadhyay.

Earlier, yesteryear actress
and author Twinkle Khanna set
the ball rolling, by tweeting:
“Appalled hearing multiple inci-
dents of harassment and it is
truly horrific to hear what these
women have been through.
Everyone involved in Housefull
needs to take a firm stance on
this issue. This cannot go on”.

Twinkle’s actor-husband
Akshay Kumar tweeted min-
utes later: “I’ve just landed
back in the country last night
and reading all the news has
been disturbing. I’ve requested
the producers of Houseful 4 to
cancel the shoot until further
investigation. This is some-
thing that requires stringent
action. I will not work with any
proven offenders and all those
who have been subjugated to
harassment should be heard
and given justice they deserve”.

Akshay Kumar plays the
lead role in “Housefull 4”
which also features Nana
Patekar, against whom actress
Tanushree Dutta has made
sexual harassment charge.

Much to the discomfort of

Sajid, his filmmaker-choreog-
rapher sister Farah Khan and
cousin-actor Farhan Akthar
distanced themselves from him.   

“This is a heartbreaking
time for my family. We have to
work through some very diffi-
cult issues. If my brother has
behaved in this manner he
has a lot to atone for. I don’t in
any way endorse this behavior
and Stand in solidarity with any
woman who has been hurt,”
Farah tweeted.

Farhan was in no mood to
spare Sajid. "I cannot ade-
quately stress how shocked, dis-
appointed and heartbroken I
am to read the stories about
Sajid’s behaviour.  I don’t know
how but he will have to find a
way to atone for his alleged
actions, " he tweeted.

“Let there be no confusion
about whether I stand in soli-
darity with the women who
have spoken up. I absolutely
do,” Farhan added.

Expressing his shock over
the “Me Too”-related develop-
ments in Bollywood, Ajay
Devgn tweeted: “I’m disturbed
by all the happenings with
regards to Me Too. My com-
pany and I believe in provid-
ing women with utmost
respect and safety. If anyone
has wronged even a single
woman, neither ADF nor I will
stand for it.
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Ailing Goa Chief Minister
Manohar Parrikar is

expected to shed "many" of his
portfolios after Dussehra,
according to Ministers who
met him Friday in a hospital in
New Delhi to discuss gover-
nance issues in his home State.

Parrikar, who is undergo-
ing treatment for a pancreatic
ailment in New Delhi's All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), held meet-
ings with party leaders as well
as allies to discuss ways to
ensure that his Government
functions normally.

Leaders of the ruling BJP
and allies, who met Parrikar sep-
arately, ruled out any change in
leadership in the coastal State.

Union Minister and BJP
leader Shripad Naik told PTI
over phone from Delhi that the
Chief Minister held review of
the governance in Goa during
the meeting.

"There was no discussion
about leadership change.
Parrikar is recovering and he
will continue to be the Chief
Minister," the Minister of State
for AYUSH said.

"The Chief Minister is
expected to return to Goa from
AIIMS for Diwali," Naik said.

He said the issue of alloca-
tion of portfolios to Cabinet

Ministers was also discussed.
Vijay Sardesai, leader of

BJP ally Goa Foward Party
(GFP) and State Agriculture
Minister, said Parrikar "wants
to delegate many of the port-
folios that he has".

"It is very clear that the
Chief Minister wants to dele-
gate many of the portfolios that
he has and that is why he had
discussions with us (alliance
partners). We are likely to see
this development (portfolio
distribution) after Dussehra,"
Sardesai said.

Sardesai met Parrikar along
with the leader of another ally
Maharashtrawadi Gomantak
Party (MGP) Sudin Dhavalikar
and Independent MLAs Rohan
Khaunte and Govind Gawade.

Earlier, Naik and State
BJP president Vinay
Tendulkar were part of a Goa
BJP core committee that met
Parrikar at AIIMS.

BJP Ministers  Vishwajit
Rane and Nilesh Cabral were
also present at the meeting.

Tendulkar, a Rajya Sabha
member, said Parrikar dis-
cussed the party's organisa-
tional work in Goa.

Speaking after the meeting
with allies, Sardesai said, "The
CM wanted to ensure that Goa
has a stable Government and
we told him that the alliance
will play its role in the future."
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Ten days after it suffered a
major cyber attack involv-

ing a loss of �143 crore, the
Nariman Point branch of the
State Bank of Mauritius (India)
on Friday claimed that its loss

was limited to �19 crore.
In its complaint lodged

with the Economic Offences
Wing (EOW) of the Mumbai
police on October 5, the
Nariman Point branch of the
State Bank of Mauritius (SBM
India) had said that some
fraudsters had hacked the
bank’s servers to access the
accounts and transferred the
money the tune of �143 crore
to multiple accounts operated
from out of India.

In a statement issued here,
the SBM India said here on
Friday: “A cyber incident took
place on Tuesday 2 October
2018 whereby SBM India has
been victim of a cyber attack
through fraudulent SWIFT

payments but the necessary
measures have been taken to
prevent any further damage.
Based on proactive and
prompt measures, we have
managed to recover around
most of the lost amount. As of
today, the lost amount is lim-
ited to �19 crore which will
come down even further post
claiming the insurance

money”.
Maintaining that not a sin-

gle customer account had been
impacted,  the the SBM India
said: “We would like to assure
our customers that not a single
customer account has been
impacted. We are working with
the relevant authorities to get
to the root of the matter.”

“Cyber-attacks are a con-
cern to every bank today across
the globe; as a bank it is our

endeavour to ensure system
updates on a regular basis.
SBM is strongly committed to
ensuring that its cybersecurity
defenses are at the highest
standard. SBM Group remains
well capitalised and has ample
liquidity to finance its future
plans,” the SBM India added.

This the second major
cyber attack on a bank locat-
ed in Maharashtra during the
last two months.

It may be recalled that a
group of international hackers
broke into the servers of the
Pune-based Cosmos Co-oper-
ative Bank Ltd and siphoned off
a staggering �94.42 crore in a
short span of seven to eight
hours spread over two days.

The miscreants had hacked

the payment gateways of the
second oldest and largest co-
operative bank in the country
between 3 pm and 10 pm on
August 11 and once again at
around 11.30 pm on August 13
and walked away with �94.42
crore through nearly 15,000
ATM transactions.  

�2634��
)����
����
�(
*��������
E1F
(�����
�������
�����
�	���4������
����
��
�2G
��
?������ ��
������
�����
����&����'�����	
������

�
�����&����'���
&&����
	
�������
'�
&�� @�?�

�������
����
�	��	�

�����
���
��	��
�
���������
����	�����������	��'
����6

�#��4� 

��

 

����� �()	%(*+�	

The Supreme Court Friday
issued notice to the West

Bengal Government on a plea
challenging its decision to grant
�28 crore to 28,000 Durga
puja committees.

A bench of Justices Madan
B Lokur and Deepak Gupta,
however, refused to stay the
decision of the Government to
grant funds to Durga Puja
committees. 

The top court was hearing
a petition filed by advocate
Sourav Dutta challenging the
Mamata Banerjee Government's
decision to dole out �28 crore to
28,000 puja committees in the
state for Durga Puja.

On September 10, Mamata
Banerjee had declared that
�10,000 would be given to
each of the 28,000 puja com-
mittees across the State —
3,000 in the city and 25,000 in
the districts, which would cost
the Government �28 crore.
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Hours after sexual harass-
ment-tainted Sajid Khan

took “moral responsibility” and
opted out as the director of film
“Housefull 4”, senior actor Nana
Patekar – facing allegations of
sexual harassment from actress
Tanushree Dutta – “stepped out”
of the film on Friday evening.

In a statement issued on his
father’s behalf, Patekar’s son
Malhar said: "Nana sahib
thought of the convenience of
everybody as he wishes the best
for the producer and the crew
and hence felt that stepping out
of the project would be an
appropriate thing to do at this
point of time"

Earlier in the day, Sajid had
announced his decision to step
down as the director of
“Housefull 4” which is the fourth
instalment of the highly-suc-

cessful Housefull comedy series
produced by Sajid Nadiadwala.

The lead actor of
Housefull 4 Akshay Kumar
had thrown his weight behind
the victim women in the “Me
Too” movement and request-
ed the producers to cancel the
shooting of the film, till fur-
ther investigations into 
the allegations of sexiual
harassment.

“I’ve just landed back in
the country last night and
reading all the news has been
disturbing. I’ve requested the
producers of Houseful 4 to
cancel the shoot until further
investigation. This is some-
thing that requires stringent
action. I will not work with
any proven offenders and all
those who have been subju-
gated to harassment should be
heard and given justice they
deserve,” Akshay had tweeted.

6�������$����
���

�����	�7)��
�	���512

)�
������
��
��
<�'�
��

���
�������
(����
������������
(��
!����
%���




)�	�������	��
	�
�
����	*�������	%��
���
��	������
�	�
�
���	��
���
�����	 ��
	 +����������	 ������������	 $�����
	 +���
����	 ,�
�
����
��	 '
!
��������-	����	./01�	��	�����	��	��	���
	����	��
	2
���
&�	���
�	��	������������

$�����
	���	3��
�����	+���
����	,$��������	'	*�����������-	����	45.6�	��	�
�
�����	��
	
����
	7���
	���	�
����
�	��	�	�����
	����
��	 ���	����
��	��	��


����
�	���
�	��
�
	����
��	�����	�
"���
	�
�����
	���
��
�	���	��
������	��	
���
8������
�&	�$+2	����
��	��

	����	���	�

�	�	�����
	���
��
	����	����	
����

��
�	�������
	������������	������
	����	��
	������������	��
	7���
�	#���	��
�	����	�
������	����	����	�
��	��
	����
��	�
����
	�
��
�	����
	����	��

���	

)�	�	����������	�
�������	���
�
��	��
	%��
���
��	���
	�������
	��
����	��������
	�
���	��
	��������	�������	�������	����
	,+7$-	�	���(
������
	���
��
�	9���	�����	��	�	������
	����
�	��
�	����
��&	������
	��	�	����

���
�	����	��
	+7$�	�
	���	�
	����
�	���	��
	

���	���	����	���
	��	��
	�
���
	��	�:5�555�	#���	��	�	8���������&	�
��������	���	��	���	��	�
��	����	��

+���	%��
���
��&�	������	��	���
����������	���	
��
	��	�����	�����
���	#�
���
������	��	��	����	�
�	��	����	��	
���
�
	��
��	�
	����	����	��	��

���
��
���	�����
	��������	��	��
	������	����
�������	��	�
��	����	���	����

�
���������	������	��
	����
���	

*��
�	����	��������	������	��
	������
	���	���
�����	�
�
���	
�
�����	�
��


���	��	��
	;����	<���
�	���	45.=(./�	;����	*�����
	+�����
�	����	>����

	���
�������
�	����	��
	����
��	�����	�
	�����
�	+7$	�����	��	��	�
���	.�:	���
�
��
	����	��	�����������	+
�
	��������
	��	�	�
���
�����
	����
	��	��	��	��

���
��	��
	����
��	��
	�������
	
����
�	��	�
��	��
��	
����
	������
	��	����	����
�
#�	���
	��	����
��	��
	%��
���
��	�������	��	���

	���
������
�	��	�����
�	�����(
���
	���
�
	,+�7-�	����
	�
����
��
	��
�
���	���	���
����
�	��	������
	�
�(
���	��	��
	����
��&	������
	��	+7$	?	��	���	�
����
��
�	�
	 )#)	��
���	

;��
�	+�7�	7���
	��
���
�	��
	��
	������
	���
���
	����	����
��	��	+7$�
;��
�	��
	�
����	�������	��
	%��
���
��	��
�	���	��
�	)���
���	��	�
������(

�	��
	���������	��	����
	�
����
�	����	���
	,���
��	��	��
	�����-	��
�����
���
	+7$�
;��
�	��
	�����	���
������
�	��
	������
	�
����	��	���
������
�	��	��
	��	+7$�

@����������
�	%��
���
���	���
	��
�	��
	�����	������	���	�������	����	���(
�
���	#���	�
����
	����
	��
���
��	����	��	��
	*���	2����������	��	)�����	 �������
������������	2���
�����
	+���
����	*
�
������	��	)����	
��������	���	���
	��
	�����(
��������
	���	��
�
������	��	����
	���	������
�
��	��
�������	��	��
	�
"���
�
����
�	��	�	�
�����	
�
�	��	��
	���
	��	�����
	�����	����	��	���
	���	��
���	��
�(
��
�	��
	���
	��	�������
	���
	��	��	��
(�����	��	��
	����
����
	�������A	���
���	���
���	����	��	����
�	���	����

���	��
	������
�
��	��	����	�
���

9���	�
��
��	��	��
	�
����	������	,�����
	��
�	��	�
�
���
�	�������
�	��
����
��	����
��	�����
-�	��
�
	��
	����
�	����	�
����	��	����
	��	��������	����
��
	"������	��	������
	����	������	�
	��
�	��	�
�
����
	�
����
��
	��
�
����
9��
	���������	��	����
	����	����
�(��(����
�	�����
�	���������
�	����
���	#���
������	��	�����
����	������	���
	��	8����������
��&	���	8����������&�

;��
�	��
	�����	���
������
�	��	��	����	��	������	��
��
�	��
	���
����
	���
�

�����	�����	*�����
�����
�	�	����
�	��	����
�	�
	������	�����
�	@
	�����	�

�������	��	��
	���
	�	����
	��	�����	�
	���
�	��	
���	�	�
�������
	�������	���(
���	����	�������	��
	���
	��	�����	�
	���	�
��	��
	������
	��	������
��	���
�����	������
�	�
	����	)�	��	�	�
��
��
�	����
��	�
���������	����	���
�	��	����
��	���
����
	�����
�
�	����	���&�	
�����
	���	��	��
	����	��
	����
�	��	+7$�	

$����
(���
��	��	+����������	����	���
	�
����
�	����	��
	���
����
	�
��(
�����	���&�	�����	7��	��
	7���
	��	�����	��
	����
	��	���	��	����
�
	��
	�����
7
�����	��
	����
�	��	����	�
�
�
	�
����
	�
	������	��
	�	����
�	����
	��	��	�����(
�
��	��
��	#���	����	������	����
��	���	��	��
	��	����	�
�����	��
	����
��	��	��

������	)�	�����	�
	�	�������	���
	��	��
	�
�
�
	�
���	����
	����	��
	���
��
�	

����
�
�����	����	����
��	��
	�����	��
��	����	������
�
��	��
�������
��	���
�	7���
��	��
	+����������	%��
���
��	���	���
�	��
	2
���
	��	���(
���
�	����
�
�����	�	�������	���
	��	���
�	7���
��	#�
	����
�	������	�������
��	��������	���	����
��	����	��
	����
�	��	��������	���	���	���
��	#�
	���
�(
���
	��	
�������	�	����	����
	��	����
��	���	���	������
	��	�������
	���	����
���&�	�
	���
	�������	��
	��	����
�	%�����	���
���
	���
����
	���&�	����

���
��	#�
	���
	��
	���	��	��	���
	��
�	���
	�������	��	�
���	#���
�	����	��
���������
�	�
	���
��
(�
����	���	���	��
�(�
�����
�	����
���	#���	���	��
��	���	����
��	�

�	��	�
	�
(�
�����
��	

#�
�
	 ��	�	���
	�

�	���	�����	�
�����	����	��	���������	��	�$+2�
,����������
	������
	����
�	�������

�-�	�
�����	��	��	������
	����
����

����	 
�
�������( �������	 ����������
	 +���
�	 ,
( �+-	 ��������	 ��������
�
�����	��	�����
��	��	���
�(����
	���
�
���	��
����	��	��	
�������	���(

���	���
��	���
���
��	,*�)-	��	�
����	�
���
�	���
���
��	��	�������������
�

��
�����
	�����	������	������
�	���������	��������������	���	����	����
��(
����	#�
	����
��	�������
	��	��
	��
	��	��
�
	�
�����	?	�
�����	���	����
?	��	�
��
�	���
�
���	��	�	�
�	���	����	
����
�������	�������
�	@��	+���
���������	��
��	��
	���	���
	����	���	������

���
�����
���
�����

����
���������
��

�
�
	)����	0��'	���	�/6	���
	�

�	'��#�	
�	�
	����
�	������
	�
�
������
����
��
�$	�����	������
�$	
�	D��
���	
�
	)
�
��	��
���	��	
�������	���
���
���
�	��	
�
	��
�	
��
��	�	
����
�	�����
��
	���	��	����������
�
�&	���
	����

�
��	
�	�
	�����	�
�����
	�
�
����
�
$	���������
�	��	#
$	��'
	,����$	��

��	���
	������
����&	A��
�������$	
�
�
���
$	�����	���	�
D
�

�	
�
	)����	0��'��
��

�
	����
�	��	
�
	+����	,���
��	���
;$	#����	���'�	�����	�
	88H	�����	8HE
����
��
�$	�������	��	���'	�
����	�
�
����
�
	�����
�	��	���	�
��������	��'

0������
��	���	���	*��'�$	���
	��	#���	���
	�
�
��
�	�
�
����
�
	���	����
��	
��&	��
	���
;	�

'�	
�	�
����
	
�
	�����
	��	�����	����
��	
��
	�	�����
����	
����	���	
;�
�
	#�
�	�
2��
	
����	89&	��
	?��
���
�
	������	
��
	
�

�
���
	���	��
	
�'
	��
�	������
	�
�
���	'
�	���
��
��
�	���
�
�'
�	���	�
�
����
���	�����	����
��$	��'
	
���
	���	
�
	����	�����$	
����
���	���	
�
	��#	����	
��'
�
����
	1�������	0����
&	0
���
�$	�������
��
�	����	����	#�
�	
�
�
	��	�	����$
��������
	����
�	��	��
�	����
�
���	���	�����
���&	(;��
���	���	��;
�	

����

�
#����	��
	��
������	��
��	��	�������


	���	��
��


����
�	���
��
&	1��

�	
��

���
	��	
�
�
	���
�
�	���
	D��
	
�'
�	���	
�
	������	���	�
�����	#������

�
���

�	����	
���������
��
	�����
	��	�
�
��
����	

���	�

&	���
	��
���
	�
��

��
	
�
�	#����	�
	�����


��	#��


�	���	
�
�
�&	��'
�	������������$	
���	��	���
���
�
�	���
��	�	������
���	���	��	#��
��������	
��
	����	��	
�
	)
�

��	#����

��	#����	��
	�


��
	
�	
����

&	6��	
;����
$	
�
	�������	���'���	1������
����	�
	���������	���
��	���	I����
�	��	
����
���	���	
�
	�
�
��
	��	8FE	�������
������	������
�&	��
	1�������	0����
	��������
	��	��#	����������	
�
	#������
����
�
	�
��
�	��������
	���
��
��
$	���������	H��	�������	��
�G
��	#�
�	��
I��


�
��
�	���
���
&	1���
	@9	�������	#��
�	���
	�

�	���
�
�	���
�	
�
	"DD#���
���
�
	���	���������	
�	
�
	���
���
�
$	
�
	������
	�#�
�����	�����	�����
����
�	���	���
	
���	�����
�	����	@@	�
�	�
�
	��	7�88	
�	EF	�
�	�
�
	��	7�8E$
����������
��	��������	
�
	�����������	���	��

�	
�
	1�����	���	A��	%���	���
�
�&	

1��	
�����	
�
	)����	0��'	���	
����
�	��'��#�
��
�	���
�
�	�
���
���	��
�����$	�
	��	
��
	
��
	�
	��	�

	
�	�
�
��
	���	�
��
�
�	��	
�
	������
���	
I�����	����
������	�
����
	#
	��
	�
���	�������	
���

�	��	��������
	���#
�&	���
��	#��
	��
�
��
���	�������
���	�����&	��
	����	
�'
�#��	��	
�
	�
���
	��	
��
	�
	����
�
���	����
��
�	�
��
�	���	
����
���	��
����&	����	��	�	����
	����	
�
	)����	0��'��
�#�	��
I�
�
	
�������	��	������
���
��
	��	�	���'
�	���	�
�
����
�
&	��
	�/6$
��	���
$	���	���
��������	����

�	������	��
�����	��	�	�����
���	��	�
�	����	���'�
��
�$	������
����	�����	�
�����
	�
�
����
�
	���	�	����
�	�
�
�
���	�
����
��	�
���
����
�&	J�
�
���	��	#�

�
�	
�
	���'	�
�
��$	�
���	��
��
�	��	)
�

��	�����
���$	��	�
���	
�	�
����
	�
�	��
���'	��������� �
�
������	����
��
�K	

�
��

'�	�
�	
��

'�	���	����	�
	�	
����	��	
�
	���
	���
�	
�
	������
�	,��
�
A��
��
	��	�����	���D��	?����	���	���
�	
�	
�
	����
	��	
��'����	�
��
��
��	��	����
	���
�	��	�����&	��
	
����	���	���
���

	�
���
��
	��	
�
	������

D�������	���

�	����������	*�#
�	,���
�	B���������	�����
��

	���	�
������
����
�C$	+���	,���
�	���	
�
	����
�
	,���
	��	�����	���	��
	������

�	#�
�	
�

������
	��	�	���
	���'���	��	���
�&	6��	�������	#��	���	��������
�	
�

����
�	��	��#	��	�����	���	D��
��
$	#����	���
�
	��
	�
���	
�
	���
	�
���
	���	����
�����
�
�	��
�G
��$	�	8H��
��	#��
	���	�
	
�	����
��
�	��	��
	�������&	1�	�	���

��	
����$	��	��
�	��������	���	�����	��


��$	�	�
���
	��	
�
	
����	����
�	���
���
�
�	���
	�
���	��	���
���

	����
�	��	������&	���
	����
	
�	�������
	���

���
�	
�
�
	��
	7&EE	����
	���
�	�
�����	��	
�
	*�#
�	,���
�$	@7&�	��'�	���
�
��	
�
	7�	+���	,���
�	���	HH$���	�
���
	
�
	����
�
	,���
&	��
	,��
�	A��
��

���	����
�
��	��
�
���
�	��
	���
�
	�
	
�
	���
	��	
�
	����
	L	D���
�	�
���	��
�
��
	��	����������
	��	#��'���	����	L	���	����
�	�	�

	��	�����
	���
����

����	 
�	
����
	 
���	����
��
	 ��	�
�
�
��	���
���
�	 ��	��
	#�����	
������

�&
�
��
����	��	
#�	�
�
�	���
����
�	#����	�
��	
�	��	��������

	�
���	��	����
�����	��	���
�	L	������

��	���	��
����
��	�������
�����
	���2��	���
�������

�	��	�


�����	����
	L	��	����	��	
�
	�����	��	
�
	��
������	D�������	�����
��
#��	���
	���	��#
��	
�	#���	���	
�'
	����
��
	��
���	��	
�
�
	��	���	����	���

�����	��	����	
��
���&

��
	���
	�����
#��
��	
�
�
�
	��	
�
	,A���	���
��
��
	��	
��
	�
	���	����


�
	����
	#�
���$	
�	
��	���	��;	#��
	��	��	
�
	�����	��	
�
	D��������	���	�
	���
������

�$	���	���
������
�
�����	���������	
�	�	�
#����
�	�
���
	�
#����
�
�$	
�
	����
����	��	���	+���	,���
�	����������	
�
��	�
��
�
��
	,��
�	A��
��
�
���	
#�	�
��������
	D���
�	
�	
����
	
��
	
�
������	��	��	
�
	���
	���
&

6��	�
��

��$	
�
	����
��
	��	D���
�	�
���	����#
�	
�	
�'
	�
��
	��	#��'�
���	����	���
��	��
	
�	��
�����	
�
��
���
�	���	�

�	�������
�	���	
���

#��	��	��
	�����#	
���	���
	��
	�����
	
�	���
	D�������	#��'	#�
����#�	����

�
�&	��	���
$	
�
	,A�	���	�
���

���	��'
�	+���	,���
	,��
�	D��
��
�	
�	�
���


�	���	���
�
��	���	
������
������	��	
���	������������	�
����
	���
�	�
	������
��
���	�	#��'	���
��
	
��
	������	�
	��	
;����
	
�	��	���&	1���
�������$	
�

,A�	���	
;��
��
�	���	�����������	��	D���
�	��	+���	,���
�	���	���������


����
�	�
���	�#��	����	#��'	
�	�


��	�
������$	#��'�����	��	��������	�����

����&	+
	���	����	����
�	D���
�	��������	��	
�
��	������	*�,	������	#��'�
���	����	�
�����	��
	
�
	��
��	������	
��
	#���
	�����
��	��	
�
	����
	��	���


�
	����
	
�	
�'
	�	��
�'	
�
�	����
	
�$	��'
	���
	�
�
�	����
��������	������
�
�
���$	����	
�
��	�
��
	��	������
	���	�����	��	*�,	������	��
�����
�	����

����
����&	*��
	��
	��
	�
��
$	
�
	,��
�	A��
��
	��	�����	���	���
�	+���	,���

����
�����	
�	���
�
��	�
����
��	���������

	���
�	B��

�	����
�	���	
����
����	�


���C	
�	����	��	
�
	����
	����
�	��	�������
�	���	D���
�	#���
	�����
��
���	
��
	
�
	����
�����	��	
�
	#��'���	��	��#
�	����
�$	#����	�
	��
�
�

��	�	I���

���	
;
����
	���	��

�	�	�
�
	�������
�$	�
���
�	�	�����
	
;
��
���
	
�	�
	������

�	�����&	����'	���$	3���	*�������&

Timely intervention
2��
�	>�����
	!�����	%����	�������
�	�
����
�	��	�����

�
��
��
�	��
�
��	�
��
�	��	������
	�
���
�


Biased indicator
*��
�	������	�
�����
��	��
	9����	<���&�	�����	�������

���
�	���	
�
��
�	��	�������
�
	���	��
(�
�
����
�	������


Chronicle of a death foretoldwww.dailypioneer.com

- . - / � � � & 
 � � - . $ $ & 0 1

#�
	; &�	�
����	��	������
	�����
	���
�	���	�	��������	�
���	#�
	���
��	��	������	�������	��	�
�
	�
��	���	�
"���
�	�	����	���
�
��	
��
	��	��
	�
��	��	��
	
��	��	���
	��	
����

The Special Report on Global Warming
of 1.5°C, released by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) at Incheon, South
Korea on October 7, 2018, makes

chilling reading. Most of the predictions made
in it — or their almost identically-articulated
equivalents pronounced elsewhere — have
been heard before. If these are most daunting,
much more so is the new and breath-taking
statement that at the current rate, the global
mean temperature — which is already one
degree Celsius above the pre-industrial revolu-
tion level — is likely to rise to the 1.5-degree
mark sometime between 2030 and 2052.

It is important to recall here that the Paris
Agreement on climate change, signed on
December 12, 2015, calls for holding the
increase in global average temperature to well
below two degree Celsius above the pre-indus-

trial revolution level and to try to limit the tem-
perature increase to 1.5 degree Celsius above it,
stating that this would significantly reduce the
risks and impact of climate change.

The world has already warmed one degree
Celsius since the industrial revolution, hence it
is really a question of a difference of another half-
degree. The Special Report on Global Warming
of 1.5°C, however, clearly indicates that warm-
ing, even if limited to 1.5 degrees Celsius, would
not reduce the risks and impacts of climate
change. Sea levels will continue to rise beyond
2100, threatening coastal ecosystems and infra-
structure. Flooding, drought and extreme weath-
er events will wreak havoc on communities
around the globe. Many species will continue to
be driven toward extinction and marine ecosys-
tems could face “irreversible loss.”

A warming of two degrees Celsius (3.6
degrees Fahrenheit) would make things much
worse with global sea levels rising 10 centime-
tres higher, and the Arctic Ocean being free of
sea ice in the summers at least once per decade
instead of once per century, as is forecast under
a 1.5 degrees scenario. Coral reefs, which have
been devastated in recent years by mass bleach-
ing events, could decline by between 70 and 90
per cent with 1.5 degrees of warming, and by
99 per cent at two degrees.

The IPCC’s Special Report enumerates sev-
eral ways of pegging down global warming at 2.7

degrees Fahrenheit (1.5 degrees Celsius). These
require unprecedented reduction of fossil-fuel use
by half in less than 15 years and almost total elim-
ination of their use in 30 years. This means no
gas or oil heating of homes, business or indus-
try establishments; no running of vehicles by
diesel or gasoline; closing down of all coal and
gas power plants; wholesale conversion of the
petrochemical industry to green chemistry; and
heavy industry like steel and aluminium either
using carbon-free energy sources or employing
technology to capture Carbon Dioxide (CO2)
emissions and permanently storing these.

Besides, the Special Report further states,
that depending on the speed of reducing the
emissions, between 0.4 and 2.7 million square
miles of land may have to be converted to grow-
ing bioenergy crops and up to 3.86 million
square miles of forests added by 2050. Even that
would not be enough, the report warns. Every
pound of CO2 emitted in the last 100 years will
continue to trap heat in the atmosphere for hun-
dreds of years to come. By 2045 or 2050 there
will still be excessive CO2 in the atmosphere.
More forests or some form of direct capture that
takes CO2 out of the atmosphere will be essen-
tial to stabilize global temperatures at 2.7
degrees Fahrenheit (1.5 degrees Celsius), above
the pre-industrial revolution level.

Even if the proposed cuts in the use of fossil
fuels were to begin immediately, it would only

delay, not prevent, a 1.5 degrees Celsius global
warming. Worse, as of now it would seem impos-
sible to achieve these goals. This is clear from the
fact that the current pledges to cut CO2 emissions
are so inadequate that that the global warming
rate is set to rise by 2100 to at least 5.4 degrees
Fahrenheit (three degrees Celsius), risking nat-
ural tipping points such as thawing of large areas
of permafrost. President Donald Trump’s with-
drawal of the United States from the Paris
Agreement has made things worse. While it would
become effective from 2020, steps to dismantle
measures to implement the goals set up by the
Paris Agreement have already been initiated.

The question is: What is to be done? As long
as Donald Trump is President, one can hardly
expect the US to reverse its decision to walk out
of the Paris Agreement or change its attitude
toward global warming. He has been publicly dis-
missive about climate science and had even called
it a “hoax”. His initial observations about the
Special Report, available at the time of writing, did
not reflect any inclination to take it seriously, to
say nothing of accepting it. Saying that the report
had been given to him, he had added, “And I want
to look at who drew it. You know, which group
drew it. Because I can give you reports that are
fabulous, and I can give you reports that aren’t so
good. But I will be looking at it. Absolutely.”

In many cases Governments are stymied by
the opposition, sometimes violent, by sections

of the public to the implementation of measures
critically important for impeding global warm-
ing. For example, it is known that post-harvest
burning of plant stubbles in agricultural fields
in north India is a major cause of air pollution
in Delhi and the surrounding areas from rough-
ly the time around Diwali to the end of winter.
Nor is it a secret that it continues because farm-
ers would not hear of ending it and Governments
are unwilling to use compulsion.

The answer clearly lies in building up pres-
sure from below to compel Governments to take
politically-difficult decisions and groups of peo-
ple to abandon their opposition to measures crit-
ically important for combating global warming,
which affect their individual or sectional inter-
ests. This would require a mass movement. The
latter is also necessary to persuade people to give
up ways of living — such as compulsive use of
air conditioners — that conduce to global warm-
ing, and adopt lifestyles — shifts to vegetarian
diets — that hinder it. If it was possible in the
pre-Independence days to turn Khadi clothes
into virtually the uniform of freedom fighters,
there is no reason why we cannot persuade peo-
ple to adopt an environment-friendly lifestyle
by showing that the alternative is the extinction
of human and other living beings, including
plants, through global warming.

(The writer is Consultant Editor, The Pioneer,
and an author)
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Sir — This refers to the article,
“Parenting our future generations”
(October 12) by Navneet Anand. Past
generations believed that corporal
punishment was a necessary tool for
parenting. But has been found that
corporal punishment can leave a
trauma and/or mould a child into
becoming a tormentor in the future
and abuse others. Either way, it is as
bad for a child as it gets. 

We need to follow the guidelines
of the mother (spiritual collaborator
of Sri Aurobindo) if we want good

behaviour from our children and
want to do justice to the immense
potentialities hidden in them. 

The mother said, “The children
must be educated in an atmosphere of
love and gentleness. No violence,
never. No scolding, never. Always a
gentle kindness and the teacher must
be the living example of the virtues the
child must acquire.”

Sujit De 
Kolkata
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Sir — This refers to the article,
“#MeToo movement: A spark or fire?”

(October 12) by Ajoy Kumar. Women
power is at its peak now which has
emboldened at least a minuscule per-
centage of women to break their
silence over the assault on their dig-
nity on the basis of the concept. 

If the empowered women are
really serious about a logical conclu-
sion to the injustice done to them,
they should make use of the legal pro-
cedures available. Unless it is done,
social media will only help in tarnish-
ing the image of those accused until
they find ways to clear their names.
But one has to admit that the social
media revelations might check the

activities of regular offenders in high-
er positions who take women for
granted. This would be the limited
success achieved by the #MeToo
movement.

Alqama Siddiqui
Delhi
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Sir — This refers to the article, “Heat
waves: Soon to become a norm”
(October 11) by Kota Sriraj. The
UN’s special report on climate change
scary though it is, provides for the last
bet to rein in climate change. makes
it clear that all countries whether

developed or developing are all sus-
ceptible to the vagaries of nature. It is,
therefore, essential that all global
leaders come on the same page so as
to bring back humanity from the
brink of extinction. The upcoming cli-
mate change meet in Poland this
December provides for an apt oppor-
tunity for our world leaders to chalk
out a road map to secure the planet
for ourselves and for posterity.

Sweta
Via email
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The Prime Minister, who promised to be a
chowkidaar for the country, has turned
out to be a chowkidaar for Anil Ambani. 

—Congress president
RAHUL GANDHI

Rahul and his family made money from every
defence deal that took place before 2014.
You cannot lie and mock national security.

—BJP spokesperson
SAMBIT PATRA
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America’s walk towards
liberalism has been
uniquely evolutionary,
gradualist and consis-
tent, as opposed to the

revolutionary upheavals that
accompanied societal changes in
the rest of the world. The US
anthem, Star Spangled Banner,
which talks of “the land of the free
and brave” has inspired multiple
trysts with racial, gender, religious
and economic inequalit ies.
Irrespective of the political dispen-
sations at power, both Democrats
and Republicans have supported
the idea of liberal consensus in
varying degrees and spheres, with
the underlying belief that overt
illiberalism would wither their
appeal. 

However,  the advent of
Donald Trump as the President of
the United States on January 10,
2017, threatened the historical
edifice and faith of the proverbial
‘American Dream’ that is rooted in
the Declaration of Independence
which states “all men are created
equal” with the right to “life, lib-
erty and the pursuit of happiness”. 

Trump’s open admiration of
illiberal leaders, like Turkey
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
Riussian President Vladimir Putin
and Philippines President Rodrigo
Duterte, was an ominous portent
of his own instinct and preferences. 

Now over 20 months in the
chair, domestic politics of the US
are bitterly polarised like never
before, with supposed allies like
Canada, European Union and
Mexico bristling under Trump’s
inexplicable wrath, strategically
‘pivot’ countries like India are
ridiculed and threatened with
dire consequences, while Trump
confesses to ‘fall in love’ over the
course of exchange with the North
Korean dictator Kim Jong-Un! 

Since 1789, the Supreme
Court of the United States or the
‘third branch’ of the Government
protected and sustained the march
towards the ‘American Dream’.
The nine-member jury (one Chief
Justice and eight associate justices,
who are nominated by the

President and approved by the
senate) are loosely categorised as
liberals, moderates or conserva-
tives owing to their legal, philo-
sophical or even political outlook. 

This sensitive assemblage is
extremely crucial as it supports a
certain tenor, agenda and tilt of the
jurisprudence direction of the
state. This forum has the last
word on disputes pertaining to the
highly contentious societal issues,
federal issues and live-saving
appeals — thus the ‘court packing’
exercise, given the essential crite-
ria of ‘President’s choice’ has the
power to institutionalise, strength-
en and implement the thinking of
the sitting President. 

This phenomenon has increas-
ingly and unfortunately sullied the
popular perception of the Supreme
Court into that of a partisan Court,
given the ideological forbearance
that a majority can sway. In recent
times, all Democratic appointees
had been liberals, whereas all
Republican appointees, conserva-
tive. Though judges are known to
have taken decisions that have
been at variance from their publi-
cally-held positions as liberals or
conservatives.

Therefore, the recent appoint-
ment of Brett Kavanaugh as Donald
Trump’s nominee to the Supreme
Court, was bitterly contested and
the ugly faultlines of the politico-
societal retrogression were in full
display. Brett Kavanaugh’s decided-
ly conservative credentials has
restored the conservative majority
to a 5-4 advantage in the all-
important court, and with age on
his side at 53 years, Kavanaugh’s
nomination is all set to perpetuate
a conservative line in sync with
Donald Trump. 

With serious allegations of
sexual assault and even perjury
behind him, Brett Kavanaugh’s
muscling in as a judge in the
Supreme Court after substantial
evidence that he had at least mis-
led the judiciary committee —
personified the Trump’s incorrigi-
ble style and braggadocio as he
tweeted about his ‘great nominee’!

Today willy-nilly the hallowed
and collegial precincts of the
Supreme Courts are part-and-
parcel of the partisan infighting
and societal divides that define the
US. This ultra-narrow scrape
through has sparked debates about
the American future and the
implications of the Trump tenure;
not witnessed since his stunning

victory over Hillary Clinton. 
Issues of impropriety, moral-

ity, gender and privilege that
accompanied the tumult will sure-
ly play out in the forthcoming
midterm elections slotted for
November 6.  The minority
Democrat leader Chuck Schumer
has already forewarned all those
who opposed Brett Kavanaugh’s
nomination by saying ‘there is one
answer — vote’ in the November
mid-term elections!

Another collateral damage of
institutional reputation and per-
ceptions of misuse of govern-
mental agencies was on account of
the supposed investigation on
Kavanaugh by the Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI), at the
request of the Senate Judiciary
Committee. 

While the FBI did not reach to
a definite conclusion on the entire-
ty of the accusations, they appar-
ently documented enough infor-
mation and afforded procedural
leeway to allow some Senators,
who made this FBI enquiry con-
ditional to back Kavanaugh’s nom-
ination.  Expectedly,  the

Democrats criticised the scope,
time-limitation and inadequacy of
the 46-page report by calling it ‘the
product of an incomplete enquiry’. 

They pointed out that
Kavanaugh’s drinking habits were
not ascertained, claims by the
third accuser were not investigat-
ed, former classmates and room-
mates who were willing to testify
in the affirmative of Kavanaugh’s
misdemenours were not contact-
ed, as also the primary accused
and the primary accuser were
kept out of the hurriedly conduct-
ed FBI inquiry.   

The fount of white nativism
and misplaced machismo that is
defining the Trump era is slowly
entrenching itself dangerously and
institutionally, beyond the whim-
sical theatrics that involves pot-
shots at all countries, allies or oth-
erwise. Clearly, the checks-and-
balances, constitutional ‘guaran-
tees’ and congressional constraints
are not robust or inviolable enough
to withstand the illiberality that
can be unleashed by Majoritarism,
in a democracy like the US. 

The ostensibly independent

and self-perpetuating institutions
like the security agencies, judicia-
ry and even the US military are
susceptible to the winds of polit-
ical taint, that come with the time
and dispensation. The former
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson
(who apparently heard of his own
firing from the post by reading a
Donald Trump tweet) spoke elo-
quently in defence of the truth at
the Virginia Military Institute, “If
our leaders seek to conceal the
truth, or we as people become
accepting of alternative realities
that are no longer grounded in
facts, then we as American citizens
are on a pathway to relinquishing
our freedom”. 

The optics, sound-bites and
sense emanating from the Capitol
Hill has confused, dumbfounded
and horrified the world at large,
and it is true that the only hope
resides in a befitting message via
the election results in the midterm
elections. 

(The writer, a military veteran,
is a former Lt Governor of
Andaman & Nicobar Islands and
Puducherry)
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Some five years ago, a middle-aged Sindhi
man, Dadu Baksh, who was employed by
me as a driver, returned from his village

in central Sindh, looking disturbed. I asked him
what was bothering him. He told me that one
of his teenaged nephews had struck friendship
with some boys of a local madressah in his vil-
lage. This friendship had become bothersome
to the boy’s parents because their son had sud-
denly begun to question and even criticise the
way they were practising Islam.

He said that the son had dropped out from
the Government school he was studying in and
was ‘ordering’ his parents to stop going to the
shrines of Sufi saints. He even wanted his
mother to stop going to the sugarcane and cot-
ton fields with his father, where both worked
as peasants. The father used to own a small plot
of land but he had to sell it when the mother
fell ill and needed expensive medical attention
at a hospital in Karachi. The parents were look-
ing forward to their son getting an education
so that he could get employment in Karachi.

As I empathetically listened to Dadu
lamenting about what was happening back
home, I thought I heard the word Sassi. I
stopped him and asked what Sassi was.
‘Saaien, Sassi-Punnu, the story,’ he replied. ‘Yes,
I know,’ I said, ‘what about it?’ He said that dur-
ing one of his tirades against the way his par-
ents had been practising their faith, the son had
begun to curse Sassi, calling her a ‘woman of
bad character who did not deserve a shrine!’
I didn’t even know she had a shrine.

Sassi-Punnu is a famous Sindhi folktale
about a 12th century girl, Sassi, who was born
to aristocratic Hindu parents in the Sindh town
of Bhambore. An astrologer tells them that she
would be a curse for them. Perturbed, the par-
ents put her in a wooden box and then place
the box in the River Indus. She is found by a
poor man who raises her as his own daugh-
ter. She grows up to become a beautiful woman.

Punnu, the son of a rich Baloch tribal chief,
falls in love with Sassi and marries her. Punnu
does not go back home to Balochistan. His
father is incensed and sends his other sons to

bring Punnu back. After getting him drunk on
wine, they kidnap him and bring him back to
their father. When Sassi wakes up, she finds
her husband missing. She sets out to look for
him, but gets lost in the desert. Thirsty and
exhausted, she comes across a shepherd and
asks for help. The shepherd, instead, makes
advances at her. Shocked, Sassi prays to God
to save her from humiliation. Immediately, she
is sucked in by the sand. Feeling guilty, the
shepherd places pebbles and stones over the
area where she had ‘drowned’ in the sand.
Punnu while on his way back to Bhambore
learns what had happened. He collapses on the
same ground that had swallowed Sassi and is
swallowed as well. 

This area was believed to be 45 miles from
Karachi. Here is where Sassi’s (and Punnu’s)
shrine is located. In her book, The Female Voice
in Sufi Ritual, Shemeem Abbas wrote that this
folklore was first popularised by the famous
18th century Sufi saint, Shah Abdul Latif. He
lived in Sindh and largely wrote in Sindhi. He
frequently referred to the Sassi-Punnu folklore
in his evocative poems.

In the 1940s and 1950s, when Sindhi
scholar GM Syed was formulating Sindhi
nationalism, he often returned to the writings
of Latif to shape the idea of Sindh being a ‘land
of Sufis’ and religious tolerance. In his 1952
book, The Message of Latif, Syed wrote that by
regularly weaving the Sassi-Punnu story in his
poetry, Latif was using Sassi’s sacrificial act to
exhibit the historic spirituality, bravery and self-
lessness of the Sindhi people.

In 1966, Syed formed the Bazm-i-Sufia-
i-Sindh, a literary organisation which boast-
ed a number of Sindhi scholars and poets. By

then Syed had consolidated his idea of Sindhi
nationalism, and Sassi had become a symbol
of tolerance, selflessness and spiritual romance
Sindh was made of. In December 1971 when
another Sindhi, ZA Bhutto, became the head
of Government and state, he almost immedi-
ately nationalised this idea. But being a robust
Pakistani nationalist, Bhutto eschewed the
Sindhi nationalist aspect of Syed’s narrative.

Bhutto was much sophisticated and
Westernised than Syed. But a part of him was
romantically attached to his upbringing as the
son of a Sindhi chieftain in Larkana. He was,
however, vehemently opposed to Sindhi
nationalism and saw it as being treacherous.
Dutch academic, Oskar Verkaaik, in his book,
Migrants and Militants, wrote that the Bhutto
regime greatly renovated Latif ’s shrine in
Bhitshah and built guesthouses for tourists
around the tomb. In 1974, Bhutto launched an
annual Bhitshah Festival where he announced,
“Shah Latif was not only Sindh’s saint, but all
of Pakistan’s.” During the same period, the
Sassi-Punnu story was regularly dramatised on
state-owned TV and radio. The Bhutto regime
also helped finance a film based on the folk-
lore. Under Bhutto, Sassi became a Pakistani.

Even though there were at least two major
uprisings in Sindh against the reactionary Gen
Zia dictatorship (1977-88), even he decided to
retain the nationalised idea of Latif and Sassi-
Punnu when in 1986 he green-lit the propos-
al of introducing a Shah Latif Chair at Karachi
University. During the start of the 1996
Cricket World Cup final in Lahore, Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto appreciated a tableau
based on the Sassi-Punnu folklore — even
though the religious parties thought it was
‘obscene.’ Last year at the Karachi Literature
Festival, I was approached by a group of young
Sindhi men and women who had come all the
way from various parts of Sindh to watch a ses-
sion I was a part of.

During our talk we discussed the rise of
religious militancy in ‘the land of Sufis.’ They
told me about one Mian Mitthu, a controver-
sial cleric who was once a member of PPP but
was eased out when it was found that he had
been forcibly converting young Hindu Sindhi
women. This led to me telling them the tale
of Dadu Baksh’s nephew, and how he had
cursed Sassi. They were all genuinely disturbed,
until one young lad said: “Paracha Saaien, these
days, Sassi is not roaming the desert looking
for Pannu. She is now walking the hot sands
looking for Mian Mitthu.”

(Courtesy: The Dawn)

The evolution of Sassi
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Illiberality grips ‘American Dream’
The optics, sound-bites and sense emanating from Capitol Hill has confused, dumbfounded and horrified the world at

large. It is true that the only hope resides in a befitting message via the results of the US mid-term polls
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It is a national shame that GD Agrawal, the man
who fought for the cause of rejuvenating the Ganga
all his life, breathed his last while on a 111-day fast
demanding a ban on hydel projects and sand mining
to save the holy river. His death must serve as a
reminder to civil society, governments and individ-
ual citizens that saving the Ganga cannot and must
not be reduced to a slogan.
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Driven by fall in crude prices
and the recovery in rupee,

the BSE Sensex on Friday post-
ed its biggest single-day gain in
19 months, soaring over 700
points, as global markets
rebounded after two straight
sessions of losses.

The rupee strengthened
53 paise to 73.59 (intra-day)
against the US dollar in the
forex market.

Both indices ended the
week higher for the first time
in six weeks. During the peri-
od the Sensex climbed 366.59
points and Nifty rose 156.05
points.

After opening on strong
footing, the Sensex advanced to
hit a high of 34,808.42 on buy-
ing momentum after retail
investors returned to the mar-
ket.

It later gave up some of the
gains, but still ended notably
higher by 732.43 points, or 2.15
per cent, at 34,733.58. 

The index posted its
biggest single-day gain since
March 2017.

The broader Nifty ended
the week at 10,472.50, up
237.85 points, or 2.32 per cent.
It touched a high of 10,492.45
points in day trade.

Investors lapped up recent-
ly-hammered auto, realty,

metal, oil and gas, FMCG,
banking, power, infrastructure,
IT, auto, and capital goods
stocks amid unabated funds
inflow by domestic institu-
tional investors (DIIs) ahead of
the release of key IIP numbers
for August and inflation data
for September scheduled later
in the day.

Bear operators, who had
been creating short-positions in
the past several sessions, were
seen covering up positions,
brokers said.

“The whiplash in equities
this week continued as market
rallied strongly, driven by a
good start to earnings season
by IT bellwether TCS, a drop in
crude oil prices, a drop in gilt
bond yields and a strengthen-
ing currency,” said Sunil
Sharma, Chief Investment
Officer, Sanctum Wealth
Management.

Market has been deeply
oversold, and investors were
additionally buoyed by news
that inflows into equity...
Foreign investor (FI) selling
was offset by domestic buyers,
he added. Maruti Suzuki was
the biggest gainer among
Sensex scrips, rising 5.89 per
cent, followed by M&M up 5.29
per cent.

Other auto stocks like Bajaj
Auto, Hero MotoCorp and
Tata Motors too rallied after

industry body SIAM said
domestic passenger vehicle
sales rose 6.88 per cent to
17,44,305 units in the first half
of the current fiscal as com-
pared with 16,32,006 units the
same period of previous finan-
cial year.

Other prominent gainers
included Kotak Bank, Coal
India, IndusInd Bank, ITC,
RIL, Tata Steel, Adani Ports,
Asian Paint, Vedanta, ONGC,
Yes Bank, HDFC, ICICI Bank,
HDFC Bank, HUL, Bharti
Airtel, PowerGrid, Wipro, L&T,
Axis Bank, Infosys, NTPC and
Sun Pharma, rising by up to
4.87 per cent.

TCS was the top loser in
the index, with shares falling
3.10 per cent despite posting a
record quarterly profit
Thursday, over margin con-
cerns.Shares of oil marketing
companies such as HPCL,
BPCL and IOC remained
strong, rising up to 5.36 per
cent on falling global crude oil
prices.

Aviation stocks including
InterGlobe, Jet Airways and
Spicejet also rose up to 6.03 per
cent, supported by easing crude
prices. 

Oil prices, after easing near
3 per cent in the previous two
days. Brent was trading mar-
ginally higher at $80.47 a bar-
rel.
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Sebi will
auction as

many as six
properties of
four compa-
nies, includ-
ing Swar
Agrotech and
Life Care
I n f r a t e c h ,
next month at
a reserve
price totalling �5 crore as the
market regulator looks to
recover investors’ money.

Properties of Servehit
Housing and Infrastructure
India as well as Raghav Capital
and Infrastructure will also go
under the hammer.

The auction of these land
parcels spread across Uttar
Pradesh and Haryana will be
conducted on November 11,
Sebi said in a notice issued on
Friday.

Out of the six properties
being put on the block, two
each belong to Swar Agrotech
India and Life Care Infratech;
and one each of Raghav Capital
and Servehit Housing.

The reserve price of these
properties amounts to �4.74
crore.

The move is part of an
effort by the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
to recover money that these
companies had illegally

mobilised from people.
Swar Agrotech, Raghav

Capital, Servehit Housing had
mobilised funds from the pub-
lic through Collective
Investment Scheme (CIS),
without getting regulatory
approvals, while Life Care
Infratech had raised funds
from investors through
issuance of securities without
complying with the public issue
norms.

The regulator  has
engaged SBI Capital Markets
to assist it for sale of these
properties through e-auction
platform.

The interested candidates
can inspect the properties on
during November 12-16, Sebi
said, adding that bidders
should make their own inde-
pendent enquiries regarding
the encumbrances, title of
properties put on auction and
claims, among others, prior to
submitting their bids.
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Telecom industry body COAI on
Friday said the import duty hike on

certain communication products will
increase industry’s import costs by
about 10 per cent adding to financial
woes, but asserted that operators are
fully aligned to the interest of the nation.

The Cellular Operators’ Association
of India (COAI) — which represents all
large operators in the country — esti-
mates that industry’s imports bill for
network equipment stood at about $2-
3 billion over last two quarters, and that
costs are expected to rise by about 10
per cent.

The Government on Thursday
hiked the import duty on certain com-
munication items, including base sta-
tions, to up to 20 per cent as part of
efforts to check a widening current
account deficit by curbing imports. This
marks the second round of import duty
hike announced by the Government in
about a fortnight.

The revised duties would be effec-
tive from on Friday.

“We hope this is a temporary situ-
ation, and once the crisis is over, the
operators will get back to their regular
rollout schedule. On critical infra-
structure, obviously the operators will
incur higher cost and it will hurt
because of the financial health problem,”
COAI Director General Rajan Mathews
said.

Admitting that latest move would
lead to 10 per cent increase in import
cost for operators, Mathews said indus-
try may “adjust” some of the planned
rollout.

“It will increase the cost and finan-
cial challenges for the industry.
Annually, operators import $8 billion
worth of network equipment, and in the
last two quarters they would have
done a third of that...$2-3 billion worth
of imports,” Mathews said.

Import duty has also been hiked on
certain inputs used in the communication
industry like Printer Circuit Board
Assembly (PCBA). Import duty on pop-
ulated, loaded or stuffed printed circuit
boards of all goods other than mobile
phones, has been raised to 10 per cent.
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National Stock Exchange of India Ltd
(NSE) on Friday launched com-

modity derivatives contract in gold and
silver.

To start with, the exchange said it
will focus on key non-agri commodi-
ties and gradually broaden our product
offerings to agri-commodities.
Commodity futures contracts on Gold
(1 Kg), Gold Mini (100 gms) and Silver

(30 Kg) are now available for trading on
NSE, an exchange statement said here.

The contracts will be physically set-
tled on expiry with Ahmedabad as the
base centre. NSE is also planning to
extend delivery centres to all major met-
ros.

The introduction of commodities
to it existing suite of asset classes gives
the broking community a complete NSE
advantage to trade and clear at one sin-
gle location, it said in a statement.

����� �()	%(*+�

State-run telecom firm
MTNL on Friday said its

shareholders have approved
proposals to raise authorised
share capital by over 12 times
to �10,000 crore and borrow-
ing limit by around 38 per cent
to �25,000 crore.

“To increase the authorised
share capital of the company
from �800 crore to �10,000 crore,
a total of 99.9421 per cent share-
holders voted in favour of the res-
olution...The following resolution
was passed as a special resolution,”
MTNL said in a regulatory filing. 

The resolution to raise the
borrowing powers of the board
from �18,000 crore to �25,000
crore was passed as a special
resolution. “A total of 99.9203
per cent shareholders voted in
favour of the resolution,” it said.

The decisions were taken at
the company’s AGM Thursday.

MTNL has requested the
government to grant it 4G spec-
trum in lieu of equity worth
around �6,500-7,000 crore and
extend its mobile licence, which
is expiring in 2019, till 2021. 

MTNL Chairman and
Managing Director PK Purwar
had earlier said the company will
need to invest �1,300-1,500 crore
beyond the cost of spectrum for
services and capital expenditure
and it plans to increase the bor-
rowing limits of MTNL.
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Lohia Auto Industries, an
automobile division, every

year presents its festive offer
starting on Navratri.  Lohia
Auto is offering Bajaj OTG,
Premium stainless steel Tiffin
box and Stainless Steel Water
Jug with all Diesel/ Electric 3
wheelers purchase. This offer
will continue for  Festival peri-
od of Navratri and Diwali
Starting October 1, 2018 to
November 15, 2018.

“Lohia Auto Industries is
presenting enticing gifts to make
the festive season joyful for its
buyers, on the purchase of
Diesel/Electric 3 wheelers. This
year has been extremely fruitful
and been an exciting journey and
Navratri is the perfect time to
kick start celebrations and  share
this joy with the customers and
double their happiness, therefore
we have introduced exciting
gifts on the purchase of Lohia
vehicles!” says Ayush Lohia,
CEO of Lohia Auto Industries.
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Essar Power has completed the
�8,000 crore capex cycle for

2x600 MW Mahan power pro-
ject in Madya Pradesh.
According to a press release
issued by Essar Ranchi office, the
unit of Mahan has been com-
missioned on October 10.

The release said the railway
siding to receive both domestic
coal from pithead mines, as well
as imported coal has been com-
pleted and the Mahan plant is
operating at full load with end-
to-end coal sourcing, generation
and evacuation infrastructure in
place.

The second unit is supplied

by Harbin Electric and is
designed to perform at optimum
efficiency with domestic coal
from pithead mines in the region.
The project will provide direct
employment to about 250 people,
and indirect employment to
around 1,250 more, thus spurring
ancillary development in the
area, the release said.
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The face-off between the
two e-commerce giants
Flipkart and Amazon

continues with the Walmart-
backed company claiming it
doesn’t see much relevance for
Indian users from the com-
petitor, and Amazon contend-
ing that it remains the “most
visited and transacted” e-tail-
ing platform in the country.

Less than three days into
their biggest annual sale, both
Flipkart and Amazon said they
had record-breaking numbers
across categories like smart-
phones, large appliances and
apparel and claimed they were
way ahead of the other. 

Flipkart CEO Kalyan
Krishnamurthy said the com-
pany was expecting a big spike
in its ‘Big Billion Days’ sales over
last year, helped by increased
presence in smaller towns and
cities, expansive selection of
high-quality private label prod-
ucts and availability of big
brands on its platform.

Asked if he was worried
about competition, he said: “We
don’t see that much of relevance
for the Indian user coming
from our competition today...We
see them as becoming a global
platform for premium Indian
books and home goods buyers.”

He also stated that having a
competitor in the market had
pushed the company to innovate
a lot more. “But outside of that,
do we really think... Do we
worry about them? On a scale of
zero to 10, it is close to zero
today,” he said.

Amazon, on the other hand,
asserted that it continues to
remain customer-focused and
not competition-focused. 

“Amazon remains the most
visited, most transacted, most
trusted online marketplace in
India. We are particularly excit-
ed that our investments in
financing solutions, fast delivery
across the country, product
insurance and warranty, instal-
lation on delivery, Hindi as a lan-
guage option, and other India
innovations are paying off as
customers across India see us as
the destination of choice...,”
Amazon India senior vice-pres-
ident and country head Amit
Agarwal told PTI. He pointed
out that its ‘Great India Festive
Sale’ was already shaping up to
be its biggest ever, with three
times more new customers
shopping with the company for
the first time. “...we look forward
to maintain this momentum for
the rest of the holiday season.”

This is not the first time the
two companies have exchanged
warring words. In 2016, the then

Flipkart CEO Binny Bansal had
said ‘selling churan, hing and
memberships do not constitute
real sales’, taking potshots at its
American rival.

Amazon had countered say-
ing customers shopped for
mobile phones, upgraded appli-
ances, bought furniture and
fashion along with items like
churan and hing on its e-tailing
platform.

E-commerce companies in
the country are estimated to
have clocked sales worth USD
1.5 billion (�11,085 crore) in less
than three days of festive sale
with both Flipkart and Amazon
India claiming to be leading the
tally. According to RedSeer
Consulting, e-commerce com-
panies in India have achieved
USD 1.5 billion in the first 2.5
days of the festive sale — led by
sale of 4.6 million units of
smartphones (translating into
USD 800 million), large appli-
ances (USD 170 million) and
fashion (USD 120 million). It
added that the industry was on
track to reach the USD 3 billion-
mark — twice that of last year
— by the end of the five-day fes-
tive period.  Players like Flipkart,
Amazon India, Paytm Mall and
ShopClues have lined up attrac-
tive offers and discounts across
categories to woo customers to
shop on their platforms. 

New Delhi (PTI): Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd (M&M) on Friday
said it would launch its luxury SUV, codenamed Y400, next month.
The new SUV, which will be built at the company’s automotive plant
at Chakan in Maharashtra, will be launched on November 19, 2018,
it said.  “Positioned in the high-end SUV segment, the Y400 is a
high-end, full sized SUV that offers luxury and exclusivity in its
tasteful design, lavish interiors, thrilling performance and best in
class features,” M&M Ltd president (automotive sector) Rajan
Wadhera said. He further said the company was “sure that it will
further enhance our SUV portfolio”.  The Y400 will be under the
Mahindra brand and will be exclusively available through a sepa-
rate high-end showroom within the existing ‘World of SUVs’ deal-
erships, it added. These outlets will be equipped with ultra-mod-
ern digital technology to provide an enhanced and immersive high-
end experience for customers, the company said. 
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FMCG major Hindustan
Unilever Ltd (HUL) on

Friday reported a 19.51 per cent
increase in net profit to �1,525
crore for the September 2018
quarter on account of double
digit growth across categories.

The company had posted a
net profit of �1,276 crore dur-
ing the same period last fiscal.

Sales during the quarter
under review stood at �9,138
crore as against �8,199 crore in
the year-ago period, up 11.45
per cent, HUL said in a regu-
latory filing.

“Our focus on strengthen-
ing the core, leading market
development and driving excel-
lence in execution has enabled
us to deliver competitive and
profitable growth. In the near
term, we expect demand to be
stable. Our strength of agility
and responsiveness gives us
confidence to navigate the
headwinds arising from crude
inflation and currency depre-
ciation,” HUL chairman and
managing director Sanjiv
Mehta said.

HUL chief financial officer
Srinivas Phatak said while the
company expected the demand
to be stable in the near term,
the company would watch out
for currency depreciation and
crude price increase.

Revenue from the person-
al care segment during the

quarter under review was at
�4,316 crore as against �3,910
crore a year earlier, an increase
of 10.38 per cent. Revenue
from homecare products stood
at �3,080 crore, up 12.44 per
cent, compared to �2,739 crore
reported in the corresponding
quarter of the previous fiscal.

The food and refreshment
category — which included
Kissan, Brooke Bond Red Label
tea, Bru coffee and ice-cream
and frozen desserts business,
accounted for �1,704 crore, up
11.66 per cent, during the
quarter as against �1,526 crore
a year earlier.

The company’s board has
declared an interim dividend of
�9 per share of face value Re 1
each for the financial year end-
ing March 31, 2019.

For the half year ended
September 30, 2018, HUL’s net
profit was up 19.34 per cent at
�3,054 crore as against �2,559
crore in first half of 2017-18. Its
sales was at �18,494 crore in the
half year ended September 30,
2018, up 6.94 per cent, as
against �17,293 crore in the
previous fiscal.

In a separate filing, the
company also announced the
appointment of Leo Puri as an
independent director on its
board effective October 12,
2018. 

Shares of HUL settled 2.63
per cent higher at �1,568.65
apiece on the BSE. 
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Domestic passenger vehicle
sales rose 6.88 per cent to

17,44,305 units in the first half
of the current fiscal as com-
pared with 16,32,006 units the
same period of previous finan-
cial year.

Domestic car sales also
grew by 6.8 per cent to
11,69,497 units in April-
September period of the cur-
rent fiscal as compared with
10,95,077 units in the same
period of 2017-18 fiscal,
according to data released by
the Society of Indian
Automobile Manufacturers

(SIAM) on Friday.
Two-wheeler sales during

the period under review rose
10.07 per cent to 1,15,69,770
units. Similarly, total commer-
cial vehicle sales also grew by
37.82 per cent to 4,87,316
units.

In September, passenger
vehicle (PV) sales declined
5.61 per cent to 2,92,658 units
from 3,10,041 units in the
same month of the previous
year.

Domestic car sales also
declined 5.57 per cent to
1,97,124 units compared to
2,08,742 units in September
2017, SIAM data showed.

Motorcycle sales last
month, however, rose 7.04 per
cent to 13,60,415 units as
against 12,70,885 units in the
same month last year.

Total two-wheeler sales in
September rose 4.12 per cent to
21,26,484 units compared with
20,42,297 units in the year-ago
month.

Commercial vehicles sales
were up 24.14 per cent at
95,867 units in September,
SIAM said.

Vehicle sales across cate-
gories registered a rise of 3.72
per cent to 25,84,096 units
from 24,91,425 units in
September 2017, it added. 
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Steel and mining major
ArcelorMittal on Friday

said it had entered into a 
pact  to sel l  four of its
European steel plants to
Liberty House. 

The four assets are part of
a divestment package that
ArcelorMittal agreed with the
European Commission relat-
ed to its acquisition of Ilva
SpA (Ilva), it said.  
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President Donald Trump has
intensified his attack on

the US Federal Reserve fol-
lowing this week’s plunge in
stock prices, saying the central
bank is “out of control” in rais-
ing interest rates, but ruled out
firing its head Jerome Powell.

Trump’s remarks on
Thursday were the latest in
series of recent barrages he has
unleashed at the Fed.

The Fed under his hand-
picked chairman Powell has
been gradually raising rates as
the economy has strengthened
to prevent a run-up in inflation. 

“I think the Fed is out of
control. I think what they’re
doing is wrong. Under the
Obama administration, you
had a lot of help because they
had very little interest,” Trump
told reporters at the White
House on Thursday while
responding to questions on
the down sliding of the stock
market for a second consecu-
tive day.

While the Dow Jones
Industrial Average fell by 546

points, the S&P 500 tumbled
2.1 per cent and Nasdaq
Composite by 1.3 per cent. 

“When you talk about
economies, our economy is
far better than that. But we have
actually — we’re paying inter-
est. They weren’t. They were
using funny money. But I think
the Fed is far too stringent, and
they’re making a mistake and
it’s not right. Despite that, we’re
doing very well but it’s not nec-
essary, in my opinion. I think
I know about it,” he said.

At the same time, he ruled
out firing Federal Reserve
Chairman Powell. 

“No, I’m not going to fire
him. I’m just disappointed at
the clip. I think it’s far too fast.
Far too rigid, far too fast,”
Trump said. 

The President said the

markets were way up over
what they were. “It’s a correc-
tion that I think is caused by
the Federal Reserve with inter-
est rates. The dollar has become
very strong, which, frankly,
people can debate whether or
not they like a strong dollar or
not,” he said. 

Asserting that the dollar is
very strong and powerful, he
said that causes a little difficulty
with doing business. “A strong
dollar doesn’t necessarily mean
all good, but we do have a very
strong dollar. And we have
interest rates going up at a clip
that’s much faster than certainly
a lot of people, including
myself, would have anticipat-
ed,” the US president said. 

Trump’s criticism of the
Fed has raised concerns over its
ability to operate free of polit-
ical pressure.

On Wednesday, Trump
said, “The Fed is going wild. I
don’t know what their problem
is. They are raising interest rates
and it’s ridiculous. ... The Fed
is going loco, and there is no
reason for them to do it and I’m
not happy about it.
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Shinzo Abe will pay the first
visit by a Japanese Prime

Minister to China since 2011
later this month, Beijing
announced on Friday, in the
latest sign of warming ties
between the rivals.

Abe will visit from October
25 to 27 and mark the 40th
anniversary of the Treaty of
Peace and Friendship between
the two nations, said Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Lu Kang.

The visit will “elevate our
bilateral ties and put bilateral
cooperation back on the right
track,” Lu said at a regular press
briefing.

He added that the two
sides will work to “jointly
uphold multilateralism and the
free trade system”.

Lu said there a reception
was planned to celebrate the
Sino-Japanese friendship treaty,
which was signed on October
23, 1978.

Abe and Chinese President
Xi Jinping have met numerous
times over the last few years on
the sidelines of international
events.

But no Japanese Prime
Minister has paid an official
visit to China since 2011 and
no Chinese president has vis-
ited Japan since 2010.

Relations between China
and Japan soured in 2012 over
a territorial dispute over several
tiny islands in the East China
Sea.
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Pope Francis has accepted
the resignation of US

Cardinal Donald Wuerl, who
was blamed for not doing
enough to deal with paedophile
priests when he was a bishop in
Pennsylvania, the Vatican said
on Friday.

Wuerl, who has stepped
down as archbishop of
Washington, had announced
last month that he planned to
meet with the pope to discuss
his resignation.

A sweeping US grand jury
report released in August
revealed credible allegations
against more than 300 preda-
tor priests and identified over
1,000 victims of child sex abuse
covered up for decades by the
Catholic Church in the state of

Pennsylvania.
The report is thought to be

the most comprehensive to
date into abuse in the US
church, but while prosecutors
have filed charges against two
priests, the vast majority of
crimes happened too long ago
to prosecute under current
laws.

In the report, Wuerl, who
was bishop of Pittsburgh from
1988 to 2006, is repeatedly
cited as one of the church
leaders who helped to cover up
the scandal. He has faced
numerous calls for his resig-
nation, including from his own
clergy.

In the US capital last
month, Wuerl prostrated him-
self in a sign of repentance at
a mass dedicated to victims of
abuse. 
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ATurkish court on Friday
ordered the release of an

American pastor held for the
last two years in Turkey, in a
case that sparked a crisis in ties
with the United States.

The court in the western
town of Aliaga convicted
Andrew Brunson on terror-

related charges and sentenced
him to three years, one month
and 15 days in jail, an AFP cor-
respondent said.

However, he was freed
taking into account time
served and his good conduct in
the trial, with the court lifting
his house arrest and overseas
travel ban, the correspondent
added.
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Russia said on Friday it was
likely to bring forward the

flight of a new manned space
mission to the International
Space Station but postpone
the launch of a cargo ship

after a rocket failure that forced
two crew members to make an
emergency landing.

It was the first such inci-
dent in Russia’s post-Soviet
history — an unprecedented
setback for the country’s space
industry.
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Melania Trump says she loves President
Donald Trump and has “much more

important things to think about” than allegations
he cheated on her with a porn star, a Playboy
Playmate or anyone else.

Mrs. Trump, who was interviewed by ABC
while touring Africa last week, said people are
just spreading rumours about her marriage.

“I know people like to speculate and media
like to speculate about our marriage and circu-
late the gossip,” she said. “But I understand the
gossip sells newspapers, magazines ... And,
unfortunately, we live in this kind of world
today.” 

She insisted allegations of her husband’s infi-
delities are not a concern.
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ASaudi delegation has arrived in Turkey for
talks on missing journalist Jamal Khashoggi,

officials said on Friday, with Riyadh and
Ankara sharply at odds over how he disappeared
last week from the kingdom’s Istanbul consulate.

As the controversy intensified, the
Washington Post reported Turkey had record-
ings made from inside the building that alleged-
ly proved their claims Khashoggi had been tor-
tured and killed at the consulate. His case risks
hurting not just fragile Turkish-Saudi relations
but also damaging the image of the kingdom and
its ties to the West as powerful Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman promotes a reform
drive.
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Even before you entered the
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium for
the Lotus Make-Up India

Fashion Week, music and fashion-
able people greeted you. EDM played
in the background and the densely
packed venue had large pavillions for
the fashion shows and the party after.
The Chivas Studio lounge let you
pick a particular drink
glass — not just to
drink in but carry the
glass. But if you
thought you can spot
people carrying empty
wine or scotch glasses,
you are mistaken. 

A makeover
station with
Lotus products ,
big cars and
free beer kept
the crowd
entertained
b e t w e e n
s h o w s .
Leggy men
a n d
w o m e n ,
flamboyant
style state-
ments and
f r i e n d l y
chatter pep-
pered every
corner. A DJ
played music
right in the
middle of the
arena while
people some-
times grooved
to it. The morn-
ing shows did not
pull as much crowd
as those that began
after 7pm. The beer
also began flowing
freely post  6pm.
Models in designer
clothes strutted around
in the Exhibition
pavillion for
fashion buyers
to have a look at
the collections.
While the
morning and
afternoon was
calm, twilight
changed the
venue into a
p a r t y - l i k e
a t m o s p h e r e
where the fash-
ionable people
competed to
look     their
best. 

The 8pm
show came with

expectations since it had top fashion
designer Wendell Rodricks’ name
attached to it. 

Designer Schulen Fernandes for
Wendell Rodricks presented a youth-
ful and colourful collection with
reds, blues, purples and yellows. The
swimwear collection was sexy and
stylish — aimed at millennials.
Capes, dresses and ruched up sleeves
with triangular sunglasses and socks
with high heels  made the outfits
great for the beach or a party. The
explosive use of colours with scarves,
crop tops, crochet features, chunky
necklaces, over sized bags and pat-
terned shoulder straps and hand-
made statement jewellery had the
same reaction which the name of the
collection anticipated. While
Abhishek Gupta and Nandita Basu’s
collection used white and gold with
the butterfly motif. Long and short
length in dresses, jumpsuits and

rompers with flared sleeves made
an elegant statement. Over sized
jackets in gold and  a n outfit,
gold top till the mid-rif with
flared pants with gold detailing,
made a classic statement.

Brocades in a royal skirt in
colours of teal, pink and

blue with butterfly
motifs with a black
crop top  along with a
dress in the same
motif and fabric gave
a extravagant look to
the outfit. 

It is perfect
for casual tradi-

tional ceremonies
or to make a state-
ment at an austere

event. Gauri &
Nainika’s collection
was a dreamy affair
with assymetrical
hemlines. 

The audience
rocked to popular
songs like Don’t stop

believing at the event that
was high on energy and
beautiful designs. Gowns
with big sleeves in tulle
used in different places,
sleeves, skirt and body
presented a feminine sil-

houette. Off shoulder and
cold shoulder body con
dresses with assymetrical
mermaid silhouettes ruled

the runway. Taking inspiration
from clouds the clothes were

big, flouncy but with definition.
The show ended with the models

and the designers dancing to an
assortment of tunes while receiv-
ing standing ovation for their
work. 

Love is not something that you can
resist even if you know that it is com-

plicated. Relationships have their ups and
downs and how we navigate through
those roadblocks which life throws at us
is what the film Jalebi is all about. 

Actress Rhea Chakraborty is back
with her first film of 2018, Jalebi,
which is a tale of romance where
protagonists Aisha (played by Rhea)
and Dev meet each other again after
seven years on a train journey. 

Rhea who has also been part of
films like, Half Girlfriend, Mere Dad
Ki Maruti and Sonali Cable says that
her journey from her first film to the
current one has been  “tortur-
ous”. She says, “I have always
played a happy-go-lucky
girl in most of my films but
the fact is that a happy-
go-lucky person actual-
ly has a different side
too but we don’t get to
reveal that as actors.
We don’t always get
to play everything
that we actually are.
There’s a different
side of mine that
was gathering dust.
That side is full of
escapism that I had
hidden somewhere
deep down in the dark
corners of my heart. It
takes very brave peo-
ple to see that and
Bhatt sahab
(Mahesh) and
P u s h p a d e e p
(Bhardwaj) could
see that in me, even
though my image and
what I portray has
been far different.
But, trust me they
can look through
personas, shatter the
lookingglass and can
see what’s deep
down inside.” 

“I really enjoyed
working with Bhatt
sahab and
Pushpadeep because
I have not got the
opportunity to play
a character as
intense as Aisha.
Just like every coin
has two sides,
beneath the bubbli-
ness of mine there
comes pain and
heartbreak I go
through and I have
portrayed that here,” she
adds.

After shooting for Jalebi Rhea’s take

on love has completely changed. She
thinks that this film is the most genuine
portrayal of a new day relationship. 

The Mere dad ki maruti actress feels
that most of the love stories which are
being showcased these days don’t have

conflicts that are  part of this gen-
eration and that they are ear-

lier conflicts which are still
carried forward in films. She
says, “Conflicts of your
world vs my world, and you
being a different entity
chasing your dreams and
me being a different entity
does not make me wrong

but it simply may not
make us compatible.”  

In the wake of
#MeToo movement,
with which the
industry is continu-
ing to grapple with,
she says that the
movement  came
one year ago in
America, people

spoke even then, peo-
ple are speaking even
now. Now that a couple

of Bollywood insiders
have spoken it’s become a
focus point. 

“I’m glad that my
industry is bringing
about a flow of change
because more girls need
to speak up and more
girls need to feel that
there are girls out
there who are taking
the initiative of speak-
ing out loud to the
world so that they
are not fearful and
scared anymore. At
the same time, we’ve
been discussing so
much on this that
until and unless
there’s a solution to
the problem it’s just
going to be some
debatable or con-
versational topic
with worthless fin-
ger pointing,” says
Rhea.

The film also
stars debutant
Varun Mitra,  pre-
sented by Vishesh
Films in associa-
tion with Mahesh
Bhatt. Jalebi is a
remake of the
Bengali film

Praktan starting Prosenjit
Kumar and Rituparna Ghosh. 
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As multiple women came out to share
their #MeToo experiences with Sajid

Khan, the Bollywood director stepped
down from his project Housefull 4, actor
Akshay Kumar cancelled its shoot, and
Sajid's family members Farah Khan and
Farhan Akhtar expressed disappointment
on Friday.

Sajid has been named by multiple
women, including two actresses — Sonali
Chopra and Rachel White — and one jour-
nalist for sexual misconduct. He has been
called out not just for harassment but also
for exposing his manhood to women. In
response, Sajid wrote on Twitter: “In the
wake of the allegations against me and the
pressure being put on my family, my pro-
ducer and the stars of my film Housefull
4, I must take the moral responsibility of
stepping down from my directorial post,
till the time I can allay the allegations and
prove the truth... I request my friends in
the media to kindly not pass judgment till
the truth is out.” Akshay was disturbed to
read about the claims against Sajid, and
requested Housefull 4 producers to cancel
the shoot until further investigation. It is
noteworthy that the film also features Nana
Patekar, who too is accused of sexual mis-
conduct by actress Tanushree Dutta.

“This is something that requires strin-
gent action. I will not work with any
proven offenders and all those who have
been subjugated to harassment should be
heard and given the justice they deserve,”
Akshay added.  Twinkle Khanna was the
first to call out the Housefull team, 

asking them to take a “firm stance” in
the wake of allegations against the direc-
tor and cast member though she did not
name anyone in her tweet.

The accusations against Sajid are
heartbreaking for the family, says his film-
maker-sister Farah Khan. “This is a heart-
breaking time for my family. We have to
work through some very difficult issues.
If my brother has behaved in this manner
he has a lot to atone for. I don’t in any way
endorse this behaviour and stand in soli-
darity with any woman who has been
hurt,” she tweeted.

Their cousin, actor-filmmaker Farhan
Akhtar said he was “shocked, disappoint-
ed and heartbroken” to read stories about

Sajid’s behaviour. “I don’t know how, but
he will have to find a way to atone for his
alleged actions,” he added,

Several celebrities’ names have
cropped up in the #MeToo movement,
leading several others to take a stern stand.

Amid the rising number of cases and
accounts in this wave, actor Ajay Devgn
tweeted: “I’m disturbed by all the happen-
ings with regards to #MeToo. My compa-
ny and I believe in providing women with
utmost respect and safety. If anyone has
wronged even a single woman, neither
Ajay Devgn films nor I will stand for it.”

After Sona Mahapatra, another
woman claiming to be singer Kailash
Kher’s family friend accused him of sex-

ual harrasment while actor-writer Piyush
Mishra apologised to a journalist who
wrote a Facebook post accusing him. He
said he was a few drinks down and apol-
ogised if he made the “lady uncomfortable”.

Sonu Ke Titu Ki Sweety director Luv
Ranjan, who was also accused, denied the
allegations saying it was absurd. He said
he was willing to face an inquiry. The
anonymous 24-year-old said that he asked
her to strip down to her underwear to see
if she needed to lose weight. 

Karim Morani, who had produced
SRK’s films like Chennai Express and
Ra.One, was accused by a woman of rape.
She said that he had drugged her and
clicked photos without her consent to stop

her from going public about it. 
Meanwhile Subhash Kapoor, who was

removed as the director of Mogul has now
lost out on an Ekta Kapoor project, a web
series called The Verdict. 

Actor-producer Riteish Deshmukh
expressed support for women who have
been “extremely brave” to have shared their
stories. “All need to be heard and not
judged. I stand with them today.”

Pink actress Taapsee Pannu tweeted:
“More than the names it's the description
of the way things happened is what is dis-
turbing me the most. Makes me have this
terrible feeling that we have discovered
only the tip of this iceberg.”

Actor Aparshakti Khurana made a

pertinent point.
He said: “It is really unfortunate that

we have to start this kind of a movement
to bring sexual harassment stories in
forefront. People are expressing their
views on social media about this issue, but
there is a larger population which is not
on social media and they also might be
going through these circumstances but
they don't have platform to share their sto-
ries.

“So, we also need masses to come out
and talk about it. Sometimes people can
also take unnecessary advantage of a sit-
uation, so, I hope everything is going in
the right direction. I am really glad that
people are coming out to share their sto-
ries which will curb anti-social elements
of the society.”

Filmmaker Subhash Ghai, who was
accused of harassment by a woman on
social media, has firmly denied the claims.

He said, “It is sad that it’s becoming a
fashion to malign anyone known by
bringing stories from the past without
truth or half truth. I deny, strictly and firm-
ly, all false allegations like these. I have
always respected each and every woman
in my life and even at a work place.” He
also stated that the complainant should go
to the court of law and prove her allega-
tions, otherwise he will file a defamation
case against the latter. 

The allegation came to light through
Mahima Kukreja, who had first raised her
voice against comedian Utsav Chakraborty.

(With agency inputs)
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There is the faint sound of dhak
coming from the distance,
which gradually grows louder.

Then one can hear the conch play-
ing distinctly followed by women ulu-
lating. One can also look forward to
dhunuchi naach and pandal hopping,
for you guessed it, it is the time the
city and especially those who hail
from the state of Bengal can look for-
ward to Durga Puja. 

But if you think that it is just a
festival to dress and eat well while
showing piety, think again. The
Bengali associations across Delhi-
NCR use their creativity to showcase
their tradition and use the platform
to also take care of their social
responsibilities. From eco-friendly
pandals to creating awareness about
various social issues, the committees
have done it all. 

This year Arambagh Puja will try
to create awareness about the plight
of orphans and spastic children in
India. Taking inspiration from the
great painting of Abanindranath
Tagore’s Bharat Mata from 1935, the
puja samiti will make a replica of 40
ft tall Bharat Mata. 

Abhijit Bose, executive chairman,
Arambagh Puja said, “Apart from a
few NGOs, social organisations and
government programmes, there is lit-
tle awareness about the orphans and
spastic children in India. This section
has hardly any voice. Through this

year’s Durga Puja we want to sensi-
tise people, government and private
bodies about this crucial issue in

India. First, we have to admit that it
is a serious issue and then only can
we solve the problem,” he said,
adding “We have invited various
NGOs who are working at the grass-
root level with these children with-
out any government aid and will try
to help them as much as possible.” 

In Chittaranjan Park which is
considered the hub of the Bengali
community, the Co-operative
Ground Durga Puja Samity, which
is celebrating its 43rd Durga Puja,
will showcase six different folk
dances of West Bengal through
creative panels made with eco-
friendly material like papier-mâché,
jute, plywood and bamboo.  The
attire of the idols is similar to
Nataraj style and the colours are rus-
tic. The dancers sing themselves and
also perform to the the singing of
another group. Folk dances in West
Bengal are mainly of three kinds:
religious, social and cultural.
Religious dances outnumber other
forms. 

The Chittaranjan Park B-Block
Durga Puja has a thakur galan
theme. This was a space for daily
pujas at the zamindar houses where
the floor had black and white
checks like a chess board made with
marble. They will be replicating the
floor pattern as well. The zamindars’
houses opened up their homes to
the public during the Durgotsav and

would feed thousands during that
time. They have kept the environ-
ment in mind and used organic
colours for the idol and cane, wood,
cloth and thermocol for the pandal.
“While the first three are easily recy-
clable the latter needs some effort,”
said Sameer Banerjee, general sec-
retary of the puja committee.   

At Mayur Vihar, the Milani
Cultural and Welfare Association will
pay homage to Satyajit Ray’s   anti-
war fantasy comedy film, Goopi
Gyne Bagha Byne, which was released
half a century ago. 

The pandal will focus on the
film’s  central characters the King of
Ghost, Goopi Gyne, the blessed
singer and Bagha Byne, the blessed
drum player, who brought peace
between two warring countries
through the power of their music.
They will create an artificial bamboo
bush with the King of Bhoot talking
in his inimitable style and voice. 

“Just the way, in the film the
King of Ghost turned novice Goopi
and Bagha into marvelous per-
formers, we want him to bless us to
say no to the use of plastic, ther-
mocol and make our Yamuna clean
with zero pollution. Our pandal is
environment friendly, plastic free
and child friendly,” said Mrinal
Biswas, general secretary of
MC&WA.
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If the Delhi durbar is about power
play, then its Ramlilas are about

a world without politics and the
ideal rajya that is an aspiration at
best. But there are real world take-
aways too. Like actor Shahbaz
Khan, who plays the role of Ravana
and has perfected the stotras and
shlokas of Shiva for his character,
a perfect embodiment of eclecti-
cism. 

Luv Kush Ramlila, one of the
oldest Ram Lila committees, is
also the one which is most talked
about thanks to the array of celebri-
ties it manages to get each year and
the technology blitzkrieg that it
unleashes. Says organiser Arjun
Kumar, “There are 40 film stars who
will be playing different roles
including Shahbaz Khan who plays
the role of Ravan. What is inter-
esting to note is that he has learnt
the shlokas for a year now, quite a
scholarly act in itself. Raza Murad
plays the role of Surabhi. Then there
is Bindu Dara Singh who is playing
Hanuman.”

But there is more in the arse-
nal of Luv Kush Ram Lila commit-
tee. For they have brought not just
film celebrities but those from the
political arena as well. So one
would be able to catch Dr
Harshvardhan playing Janak and
Vijay Sampla, Minister of State for
Social Justice and Empowerment, as
Shiv’s father. Vijendra Gupta, the
BJP MLA from Rohini, Alka
Lamba, the Chandni Chowk MLA
from AAP, Jagdish Mukhi,
Governor of Assam and an MLA
from Bihar too will be playing char-
acters. The total crew comprises 600
artists. 

“We are getting 20 artists who
would be creating sets like Bahubali.
So there will be scenes like Ram and

Ravan engaging in battle mid-air or
Hanuman flying. We will be engag-
ing stunt artists,” he says. 

Adding to the razzmatazz of the
event and lending an element of
authenticity to the proceedings are
the dresses. This time around, the
committed has got Babu Bhai from
Mumbai on board for the first time.
“He makes dresses and even crafts
shoes that are authentic and like
that of a sanyasi,” says Arjun. 

If that’s not enough, people do
not have to be physically present to
be able to enjoy the Ram Lila. It can
be watched live on the phone or TV
by logging onto their website.
“Several cable operators have taken
the URL and they too will be tele-
casting it live on their private chan-
nels. There are 15 theatres in Bihar
and UP, which will have a special
show of the Ram Lila in the
evening. It can be seen all over the
world through multiple channels,”

says he. 
Since security too is an impor-

tant aspect of the entire proceed-
ings, the committee has got the ser-
vices of a private security agency
and hired Black Cat commandos.
“There are also 
800 local children called the
Swayamsewak karykarta which are
divided into 40 groups of 
20 each to look after the security.
The Delhi Police is helping us. 
The CCTV footage will be moni-
tored by both — our people and
DP.” Arrangements will be made to
seat 25,000 people 
while 15,000 can watch it standing.
“We expect about a lakh people
watch it everyday as the audience
keeps coming in and walking out.

The Shri Ram Dharmik Leela
Committee, Tri Nagar is not as old
but it does have its own charm.
Organiser Anil Garg, says, “We will
not be using sets that generate a car-
bon footprint post-show. Rather we
have LEDs where the backdrop
keeps changing. So during the for-
est scene, the display changes to a
forest on the screen. We have
increased the stage size from 100 to
130 feet.” They feature 65-70 artists
but all of them know the entire
Ramayana by heart and do not need
any prompting.

Garg organises another Ramlila
in Pitampura called Sampurna
Ramayana where the entire epic is
performed within three-and-a-half
hours. Performed over six days to
get the maximum traction, what
makes it special is that the language
is easy. The title song is sung by Udit
Narayan and the music has been
composed by Chandra Kamal, son
of Raj Kamal, who had done the
music for BR Chopra’s
Mahabharata. 

I get way too much happiness from good
food,” can be  the catchphrase of many
Indians. So not surprisingly, shows about
it have been on Indian television  since the
1990s. One of the first cookery show being
Khana Khazana by Sanjeev Kapoor. But
international exposure has ensured that the
audience has come a long way and wants
to watch innovative food-based
shows that have challenges and are
high pressure.

The AXN Ultimate Cook-Off
– The Marriott International
Challenge, that was broadcast on
October 12 at 9pm on AXN and
SonyLIV tested the expert chefs
of India. Actress Chitrangada
Singh was a judge on the show. 

“It had a mix of everything,
one Italian chef  and three
Indian contestants who spe-
cialised in different kind of
cuisines. So it was quite a mix
up. There were competitions
where they had to cook accord-
ing to the given cuisine/dish.
It’s not actually specific to any
one culture,” she said. 

She is a foodie herself but
doesn’t eat too much.  “I am some-
body who really likes to try out
different things as I travel and
explore flavours. I feel very for-
tunate that I got the chance to
travel quite a bit. I have been to
some really strange places like
Taiwan, Korea and I have spent a
long time in Japan as well in South
America. I had got the chance to
really go through a lot of different cul-
tures and cuisines. So such experiences
make you develop a more refined taste and you
understand fusion. It’s because of the traveller
in me that I am here as one of the judges,” she
said. When asked which is her favourite
among the lot she pointed to Asian. “Whether
it is Thai food and Indian of course, I like all
the pulpy, masala and spicy flavours which
have a really strong presence of chilly,” she
said. The herbs and spices like basil in Asian
food are her weak points. In South American,
which is quite bland for her  the flavour comes
from fish and other meat. “It’s completely dif-
ferent in that sense,” she said. In Korean food,
it is the barbeques and seaweed in Japanese that
tickle her tastebuds. 

For Indian travellers, she advises that
they should stop sticking to their particular
cuisines. “I want to tell them that you must
experiment. My mother, who is a pure vege-
tarian, feels that there must me some meat in

certain dishes. And I really try to push
her to experiment more. Food is
really an important part of your
travel and you should be open to
experiments and push yourselves to
acquire and develop a new taste,” she
said. 

She cooks a little and has a
trove of Indian recipes and

bakes from her mother.
“Even today the cook in my

house calls my mother to ask
whether what he is doing is
right. (Laughs)  There are a
lot of things that we have
grown up eating like Nan
khatai, that she used to
make really well. My moth-
er used to make a rum cake
around Christmas time. In
that she used to soak all the
dry fruits and almonds and

then she would bake it. She
actually baked a lot of cakes
which we would share. I
remember coming back from
school sometimes and there
would be the amazing smell
all around the house,” she
said.  Even though she likes
food from Rajasthan and
Punjab her heart lies with
Delhi is a “food hub”
where the flavour is very
different from Pune and
Mumbai. 

“If you have to try
north Indian food,
you have to go to

Delhi. The paranthas that
you get at the Pandara road are amaz-
ing. I love the kachoris  at Haldirams.

And it’s all in Dilli not Delhi,” she said.
While judging the show, her focus
was on presentation. “And then
comes the tasting. Then the third
one is the x factor. The factor that
shows that this dish is something
new,” said she. 

When asked if she would be a
part of any more shows, she said, “Let’s see what
the format of the show is and if it is exciting
enough. AXN gives the time and makes it of
a very good quality. The content automatical-
ly goes up with such things. So why not? If
something that good comes up,” she said. 

If you ask me whether I am greedy, I
will say no immediately.  And so will

the other person. I will find other
greedy and others will find me greedy,”
says producer director Aanand L Rai.
Sitting in the lounge of a single screen
cinema hall after the screening of
Tumbadd, a movie which he has pro-
duced which looks at one of the seven
sins closely, he asks the rhetorical ques-
tion. And then he goes to elaborate it fur-
ther. “Ask anyone what is more impor-
tant family or money and we would
immediately say the former. That is what
we feel but do we actually act like that?”
And he illustrates it by giving his own
example and says that he spends less time
with his 16-year-old daughter as com-
pared to his production. “Even if I say I
am doing it to make money for my
daughter but the fact is I don’t spend
enough time with her. So greed is some-
thing that you never admit to. Sub con-
sciously Tumbadd forces you to think.”

Rai admits that there is a conscious
thought to resonate with the greed that
can be seen in contemporary India. “But
at another level these are the stories and
folk lores that we have heard through our
grannies and elders. These are the
lessons that we need to teach the com-
ing generation. This chapter is timeless.
When I see Tumbadd, I realise that
money is not important. What I really
liked about the film is that one moves
from one generation to the other gen-
eration and the third and where the
youngest generation says, ‘I am done with
greed.’  I want to see that the next gen-
eration realise that the growth is some-
where else and not just in money,” he
says.

And he does see the younger gen-
eration as holding out hope even in the
real world. “The younger generation is
less confused as to what they want. At
times we feel that they are a confused
generation but my daughter is clearer
about life than I was at her age. Whether
it is career or life in general, even when
these confused then in front. I am con-
fused. guts to say this. 

The director of movies like Tanu
Weds Manu, Ranjhana, Tanu Weds
Manu Returns and more says that he
wanted to screen the movie for a select
few not just because he wanted the
scribes to write about it but also for the
sake of initiating an intelligent dialogue
and interaction. 

The movie which was in production
for six years stars Sohum Shah who was
last seen in Simran in 2017 and also
starred in the critically acclaimed Ship of
Theseus. The fantasy horror movie
directed by debutant Rahi Anil Barve is

set in the period before Partition and rais-
es questions like whether an eternal life
is a gift or a curse and how much money
can make a person happy and what is it
really worth. 

The cinematography is brilliant and
one actually travels with the characters
to the depths of the earth or even almost
gets drenched in the incessant rain in the
bleak surroundings that is a constant
throughout the film. Rai admits that it
was not easy for them as a team to hold
up. “Tumbadd rarely happens where
despite  the best of vision and story, it
becomes the riskiest film  as the budgets
go high, the cast is new, you can’t be sure
of doing that well at box office. But if we
all decide that this can’t be done, how can
the Director of Photography create this
world? He is not a magician, he needs
resources which cost a lot of money.”  

So at the moment Rai’s biggest chal-
lenge is get the audience to the theatre
so that they can justify its making. And
once they are here “they can watch a visu-
al delight and have something to take
away. You can’t come to this movie, eat
popcorn and walk away. 

But given that very often a large seg-
ment of the audience is coming in to be
entertained rather than be faced with
tough questions that the film throws up
and forces them to examine their lives,
would they still queue up and buy tick-
ets? 

“I don’t deny that people are com-
ing to get entertained. If you argent’ get-
ting entertained by this film then I am
ready to stand there and apologise. It
engages you as it is an entertaining film.
I personally feel those two hours that you
spent in the theatre, you see a plot, a
movement, that takes you away from
your personal life. I am not thinking of

my own problems when I watch it.”
Rai also points out that the horror

genre in Bollywood is jaded and out-
dated. “It is overdue to redefine the genre.
We are still doing what we did during the
last two decades so we still see old havelis
which are so typical. It was new at that
time,” he says and adds that Hollywood
and Japanese films have a better under-
standing of this genre. “A movie like The
Conjuring or The Ring or Nun taps the
audience. Tumbadd might not be able to
do the same kind of business but it is a
beginning and we have understood that
there is a long way to go. It is the begin-
ning of new era of horror in India.” 

Since Rai has been a successful direc-
tor who switched sides to be a director,
what is the perspective that both the roles
offer him? “It helps to understand both
sides. I became the producer because I
understood what a director goes through.
When I decided to produce my own

films, I realise that there is this synergy
and movement in the film. And then I
thought that If I have understood it now,
let me make life a little simpler or less dif-
ficult for other directors as I can be on
the same wavelength,” he says. 

Talking specifically about the film,
he says, “I know a director like me can-
not create a world like Tumbadd and I
feel fortunate to understand and stand
with it — which in turn makes me a bet-
ter director and a better person.”

Coming to the contemporary world
and the #MeToo movement, he says, “It
was long overdue and we are moving
towards a better society. These things
should not be kept under wraps. We will
stop talking about equality as it will be
established. We will have a much better
society in the next five years and even
better in the next 10 years.” 

Amen to that. 
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Already through to the final, the
Indian junior men's hockey

team Friday suffered its first defeat
at the eighth Sultan of Johor Cup,
losing 2-3 against Great Britain in
its last round robin match here.

With four consecutive wins
earlier in the tournament, India
had already entered the summit
clash ahead of Friday's clash with
12 points.

Great Britain are placed second
in the points table with 10 points
from five games out of which they
won three.

The Indian juniors led by
Mandeep Mor made a strong start
making potential forays into the
rival's striking circle.

The tactic fetched the Indians
back-to-back penalty corners in the
fifth minute and Vishnukant Singh
converted the second attempt with
a good variation.

India's lead was shortlived as
last year's runner-up side Great
Britain equalised in the next
minute, courtesy a brilliant field
goal from Cameron Golden.

In the second quarter too,
India continued to dominate
stretching Great Britain's defence.

While one penalty corner went
wasted, the second set piece was
converted by Shilanand Lakra in
the 20th minute to hand India a 2-
1 lead.

The third quarter, however,
belonged to Great Britain, as they
tested the Indian defence with

continuous raids.
India conceded back-to-back

penalty corners, courtesy some slop-
py defending inside the circle and
Great Britain capitalised on the
opportunity by scoring in the 39th
minute through Stuart Rushmere.

The Englishmen continued to
put the Indian defence under pressure
in the final quarter as they found
ways to create chances.

Great Britain took the lead for the
first time in the match in the 51st
minute through another penalty cor-
ner which was converted by captain
Edward Way.

Thereafter, Great Britain defend-
ed in numbers to deny the Indians
any headway.

The final of the tournament will
be held on Saturday. 
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Although Roger Federer finally won a
match in straight sets at this year's
Shanghai Masters, it didn't save him

any energy.
The defending champion reached the

semifinals Friday by beating eighth-seed-
ed Kei Nishikori 6-4, 7-6 (4). His first two
matches both went three sets.

"It was the same length, actually, as all
three of my matches went the same length
basically, an hour and 52 (minutes),"
Federer said. "So you see, two sets some-
times doesn't tell the truth."

Federer finished the match with 10 aces
and landed an impressive 71 percent of his
first serves. He went up a break at the start
of the second set, but then trailed 4-1 in the
tiebreaker.

"I was happy to get out in two," Federer
said. "I somehow got it done. I think I can
be very happy with my level of play this
week."

Federer, a two-time champion in
Shanghai, will next face 13th-seeded Borna
Coric. The Croat defeated Matthew Ebden
7-5, 6-4.

"He's really improved his game, step-
ping up into the court, goes for his shots
more than he used to," Federer said of Coric.
"He good in defense now, he has a transi-
tion game now, and a solid serve. I've always
played him when he's playing well, but I'll

hope I can take it to him."
Earlier, fourth-seeded Alexander Zverev

secured a spot in next month's ATP Finals with
a 6-4, 6-4 quarterfinal win over Kyle Edmund.

Zverev is the fifth player to qualify for the
season-ending tournament in London, joining
Federer, Rafael Nadal, Novak Djokovic and Juan
Martin del Potro in the eight-player field.

"Obviously it's great to finally officially make
it and obviously be part of the eight best again,
which is an elite group, which is kind of the goal
for everyone at the beginning of the season,"
Zverev said.

Zverev will next play second-seeded
Djokovic in the semifinals. The Wimbledon and
U.S. Open champion, who is looking to win a
record fourth Shanghai title, defeated seventh-
seeded Kevin Anderson 7-6 (1), 6-3.

Zverev won his only encounter against
Djokovic in the 2017 Rome final.

"It was a different surface," Djokovic said of
their previous match. "I wasn't, I feel like, play-
ing as well as I'm playing today.

"But also, he has improved a lot, and he has
established himself as a top player. It's going to
be definitely a close match."

Anderson had a chance to take an early lead
against Djokovic but he overhit a forehand on
set point in the 12th game of the match.
Djokovic didn't give the South African another
opportunity.

Zverev, who improved to 4-0 against
Edmund, saved the one break point he faced and
took advantage of the two break points he earned.

The victory gave the 21-year-old Zverev a
tour-leading 49th match win of the year.
Dominic Thiem, who lost his opening match this
week, is in second place with 48 match wins this
season.

"It means a lot because I have kind of played
only the biggest tournaments," Zverev said.
"Obviously I don't want to stop here. There is still
a lot more tennis going on till the end of the year.
I'm in semifinals now, and I obviously don't want
to be satisfied just yet."
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Para athletes added two Gold medals
to India's kitty after chess players

and a shuttler grabbed yellow metal  as
the country continued its impressive
performance at the Asian Para Games
where Paralympic medallist
Deepa Malik bagged her second
Bronze on Friday.

K Jennitha Anto clinched
the Gold in women's individual
rapid P1 chess event after beat-
ing Manurung Roslinda of
Indonesia 1-0 in the final round,
while Kishan Gangolli got the
better of Majid Bagheri in the
men's individual rapid VI - B2/B3
event to claim the top spot.

Rapid P1 event is for physically
impaired athletes while rapid VI -
B2/B3 event features partially blind
competitors.

In para-badminton, Parul Parmar
notched up a 21-9 21-5 victory over
Wandee Kamtam of Thailand to win
the Gold medal in the women's singles
SL3 event.

Athletes in this class have impair-

ment in one or both lower limbs and
poor walking/running balance but
they play in standing positions.

"I work as a coach in the Gujarat's
Sports Authority of India. My target is
Paralympics. I will play in the World
Championships next," Parmar said

after winning the gold.
"So, I want support from

my office and I need sponsors.
When we go to play interna-
tional tournaments we don't
have sponsors and we have to
fund ourselves. I request the
government to help us," she
added.

Later, para athletes further
made it a memorable day for the
Indians.

It was double delight for India in
the men's javelin throw F55 event as
Neeraj Yadav and Amit Balyan
clinched the gold and silver medals
respectively.

While Neeraj's best effort was
29.24m, Amit threw the spear to
29.79 to win the silver. The bronze was
bagged by Vietnam's Kieu Minh Trung
with a throw of 28.27m.

It was a one-two finish for India
in the men's club throw F51 event too
with Amit Kumar and Dharambir bag-
ging the Gold and Silver respectively.

Amit Kumar created a Games
record en route the gold with a throw
of 29.47, while Dharambir's best effort
was 24.81.

The Bronze in this event went to
Radhi Alharthi of Saudi Arabia.

Para swimmer Swapnil Patil
clinched a silver in the men's 100m
backstroke in the S10 category. The S10
classification covers physical impair-
ment. Patil earlier won a bronze in the
men's 400m freestyle.

India also won a Bronze medal in
the men's C4 Individual Pursuit 4000m
cycling event with Gurlal Singh claim-
ing the third position. This event is for
athletes with a below the knee ampu-
tation and a prosthesis on one leg.

Earlier in the day, Rio Paralympics
Silver-medallist Deepa Malik bagged
her second medal at the ongoing
competition when she clinched the
bronze in the women's F51/52/53s dis-
cus throw.

Deepa produced her best effort in
her fourth attempt, a 9.67 metre throw
to claim the third spot.

Elnaz Darabian of Iran took home
the gold and set a new Asian record
with her best throw of 10.71m. Fatema
Nedham of Bahrain won the silver
with an effort of 9.87m.

The other Indian in fray, Ekta
Bhyan, who won the Gold in the
women's club throw event, finished last
in a four-strong field with a best
attempt of 6.52m.

In F51/52/53 category, athletes
have full power and movements in
their arms, but none in their abdom-
inal muscles and typically no sitting
balance. They compete in seated posi-
tions.

Deepa had earlier won a Bronze in
women's F 53/54 javelin throw event.

In the women's discus throw F11
category, Nidhi Mishra claimed a
Bronze covering a personal distance of
21.82m. The F11 classification covers
visual impairment.

India now have 63 medals in the
Games, which conclude on Saturday.
Thirteen of these are Gold, 20 Silver
and 30 Bronze. 
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Young shooting sensation Manu
Bhaker became the second Indian

after judoka Tababi Devi to win two
medals at the Youth Olympic Games
(YOG) after winning a Silver while the
men's hockey team moved to the semi-
finals with a 4-2 win over Poland here
on Friday.

In a unique format, Manu com-
bined with Tajikistan's Behzan
Fayzullaev in the 10m air pistol mixed
international and settled for a Silver after
losing the Gold medal match 3-10 to
Germany's Vanessa Seeger and
Bulgaria's Kiril Kirov.

The India-Tajik pair had on
Thursday come through qualification
with a score of 751. They then beat an
Egyptian-Thai pair 10-4 in the round
of 16 at the Parque Polideportivo Roca
shooting range in the Argentine capi-
tal. They beat a pair from Lithuania and
Moldova 10-8 in the quarterfinals and
then overcame Andria Ibarra of Mexico
and Dymtro Honta of Ukraine 10-3 in
the semifinals.

The German-Bulgarian pair
however started strong in the finals
and was 3-0 ahead at one stage
before winning 10-3 to emerge
champions.

According to the format, the
Gold medal winner of the individual
event is paired with the athlete who fin-
ished 20th in the final.

India thus wrapped up their shoot-
ing campaign with two Gold and three
Silver medals.

Of the eight medals won by the
Indian contingent so far, five are from
shooting. Manu and Saurabh
Chaudhary had won Gold in the men's
and women's 10m air pistol events,
while Shahu Mane and Mehuli Ghosh
had won Silver in the men's and
women's 10m air rifle events, earlier in
the Games.

On the hockey turf, Shivam Anand
(1st, 8th minutes) sounded the board
twice while Maninder Singh a(3rd) and
Sanjay (17th) were the other goal scor-
ers for India in the quarterfinals of the
Hockey 5s competition at the Parque

Polideportivo Roca.
Poland's goals came from the

sticks of Eryk Bembenek (16th)
and Michal Nowakowski (18th).

The Indian women's hockey
5s team beat South Africa 5-2 in
their final Pool A match to
advance to the quarterfinals of the

Youth Olympic Games here. 
The Indians finished in the second

spot in their pool with 12 points,
behind leaders Argentina.

Mumtaz Khan (2nd, 17th minute),
Reet (10th), Lalremsiami (12th) and
Ishika Chaudhary (13th) scored in
India's convincing victory over South
Africa on Thursday as the team ended
the pool stages on a winning note after
Wednesday's defeat to hosts Argentina.

On the badminton courts, title
favourite Indian Lakshya Sen recovered
from a game deficit to beat Kodai
Naraoka 14-21 21-15 24-22.

Swimmer Srihari Natraj failed to
qualify for the finals of the men's
200m backstroke after finishing sixth in
Heat 1 with a timing of 2:04.80, which
was overall 13th best. Only eight best
made it to the final.
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Indian golfer Shubhankar
Sharma fired a spectacular

eight-under 64 in the second
round to grab a share of the third
spot and put himself in title con-
tention at the USD seven million
CIMB Classic here Friday.

Sharma, who ended the
first round with five birdies on
his second nine, added nine
birdies and a bogey on the sec-
ond day to put himself in con-
tention for the PGA Tour title.
Earlier this year, Sharma took
halfway lead and then into the
final round at WGC-Mexico,
where he finally finished T-9.

Sharma shares the third
place with Paul Casey (66-65) at
13-under, and they are one
behind co-leaders, American
Gary Woodland (69-61), who
equalled the course record with
11-under and Australian Marc
Leishman (68-62) who also got
into double digits at 10-under for
the day. They were 14-under for
shared lead.

India's other contenders this
week were quite some distance
behind, as Gaganjeet Bhullar, the
2018 Fiji International winner,
went on shot better than his first
70 and scored 69. At five-under
139, he is T-136, as he seeks to
better his best in the event - T-
10 at 2012 edition.

Anirban Lahiri incurred a
two-shot penalty on Par-3 11th
and scored a triple on the hole,
as he scored 74 and is now 2-
over 146 and T-73rd.  Rahil
Gangjee (77-71) was 4-over and
77th.

Sharma, who played the
back nine at the TPC Kuala
Lumpur, which was very dry
despite heavy rain on
Wednesday, had three birdies
in his first nine holes and then
added six more birdies against
one solitary bogey on second,
which came after a wayward
drive off the tee.

"It was almost like I woke up
after the front nine yesterday. I
didn't really have the best of
starts, but the next 27 holes after
that have been really good,"
Sharma said.

Sharma started from 10th
and birdied 10th, 16th and 18th
and then added a fourth on
first. His sole blemish was on
second, his 11th hole. Then he
had five birdies over next nine,
including three in a row from
third to fifth.

"I was in a kind of a zone.
I just feel like all the players
playing at this level are at a very
high level. On a course like this
when they get going, they will go
really low and I just feel like
even I belong in that league," he
said.

Bhullar picked up just two
bogeys but he has also missed
a lot of birdie putts. He has had
only seven birdies, as he is 5-
under for 36 holes.

Lahiri not only had prob-
lems putting, but also had a
triple on Par-3 11th as he
grounded his club on the stone
(in the hazard) without realiz-
ing. He was on the edge of the
water and he came out with a
bogey and the penalty turned
it into a triple.

He had birdies on second,
third and seventh, but a bogey
on eighth saw him finish at 74
and two-over and T-73.

"It was one of those days,
when nothing worked," said
Lahiri.

Bronson Burgoon (63-69),
who led after the first round
was T-5th with Austin Cook
(64-68) and Scott Piercy (65-
67) at 12-under. 
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Bengal Warriors got off to a
winning start by inflicting a

fourth straight defeat on hosts
Tamil Thalaivas 36-27 in a Zone
B Pro Kabaddi tournament clash
at the packed Jawaharlal Nehru
Indoor Stadium here on
Thursday.

In the last game of the
Chennai leg, the burly Maninder
Singh scored nine points to
lead the charge for Bengal who
were impressive in the previous
season too and started the match
as favourites. 

Mahesh Goud (five points)
and Ran Singh (four points) also
played important roles for
Bengal as they made the most of
Tamil Thalaivas' silly mistakes

throughout the game.
Jasvir Singh came back to

form for the home team, scor-
ing seven points while in-form
Ajay Thakur continued to toil
alone grabbing six points.

It was a complete all-round
performance from Bengal as
they inflicted all out at crucial
moments. Bengal Warriors were
reduced to just one man in the
ninth minute and trailed 5-9.

Rakesh NarwalA scored
with a brilliant super raid in the
11th minute as Bengal Warriors
leveled the match at 10-10 and
averted a sure-shot all out.  

With less than 10 minutes to
go, Bengal Warriors led 31-22
and looked comfortable. They
didn't make any mistakes and
ran out winners in the end.
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Indian spinners went off the boil in the
final session as all-rounder Roston
Chase hit a gutsy unbeaten 98 to take

the West Indies to a respectable 295 for
seven on the opening day of the second
Test, here on Friday.

Chase, who scored 137 to deny India
a victory in a Test match in Jamaica back
in 2016, showed the much-needed appli-
cation with requisite technique as Indian
bowlers struggled after polishing off the
top half for only 113 runs.

Chase, along with skipper Jason
Holder (52), did enough to ensure that the
West Indies will have a good first innings
total to fight against a heavyweight
Indian batting line-up.

Not being able to dismiss the middle
and lower-order was a problem in
England and it once again turned out to
be the bowling unit's bane as the Chase-
Holder duo added 104 runs for the sev-
enth wicket.

In England, it was the pacers,
here it was the spinners and only one
wicket fell for 102 runs in last session.

Nonetheless, Umesh Yadav (3/83
in 23 overs) bowled his heart out on a

good batting track while left-arm wrist
spinner Kuldeep Yadav (3/74 in 26
overs) was also impressive during the
first two sessions.

Debutant pacer Shardul Thakur left
the field complaining of groin strain after
bowling merely 10 deliveries and the
Indian attack was reduced to four men.

It seemed good enough till tea time
but the lack of a fifth bowler did have its
effect in the final session as the two
senior spinners Ravichandran Ashwin
(1/49 in 24.2 overs) and Ravindra Jadeja
(0/69 in 20 overs) lacked a Plan B to dis-
miss a set Chase.

That Jadeja didn't even have a Plan
A was evident as he bowled flat out but
wasn't even restrictive like Ashwin.

Prior to the match, when Chase was
asked about doing a Jamaica encore, he
replied: "Anything is possible."

He walked the talk and read the pitch
better compared to his top-order col-
leagues.

He understood that it was a flat track
and played most deliveries on the front-
foot to meet the ball early. When the
spinners fired in the faster ones, he was
quick to lean on his backfoot.

In all, he hit seven boundaries and
a six during his 174-ball knock.

However, it was India, who had start-
ed the post-lunch session on a dominant
note with signs that another batting

debacle from the Caribbeans looking
imminent.

Shimron Hetmeyer (12) offered no
stroke to a googly and was adjudged
plumb in-front. Sunil Ambris (18)
played a loose shot as the Caribbeans
were left stuttering at 113 for five.

Chase and Shane Dowrich (30)
then added 69 runs for the sixth wick-
et before Umesh got the ball to reverse
trapping the keeper leg-before. While the

umpire initially gave not out, skipper
Virat Kohli had a successful DRS review.

Earlier, Ashwin and Yadav struck
early in the session as West Indies lost
their top-order in the first session in
which they scored 86 runs.

At the stroke of lunch, Shai Hope
(36) was dismissed by Yadav as India
gained the upper-hand.

Opener Powell, who scored 83 in the
second innings at Rajkot in the first Test,

struck four boundaries. He successful-
ly reviewed a leg-before call off Ashwin's
delivery as TV replays showed a big
inside edge.

But Powell did not survive long as
Ashwin flighted one and the batsman,
trying the inside-out lofted drive, failed
to get the elevation to be caught by
Ravindra Jadeja at cover.

Powell's opening partner Brathwaite
showed better application compared to

the first Test as he was ready to dig in
his heels and defend doggedly.

However, not scoring runs did put
pressure as he looked clearly uncom-
fortable at not being able to pick
Kuldeep's wrist-spinners.

In fact, he was facing problems with
Kuldeep's incoming delivery -- the stock
ball for a chinaman.

One such delivery ended his 68-ball
vigil with a delivery that spun sharply
into Brathwaite as the batsman played to
a wrong line.

Youngsters Hope and Shimron
Hetmeyer (10 batting), however, batted
with grit, punishing the odd loose balls
for boundary.

Both were ready to defend Ashwin
off the front-foot primarily and it
worked to their advantage as they added
34 runs for the third wicket.

The stand-out shots of the first ses-
sion were a couple of back-foot punch-
es by Hope off Umesh Yadav's bowling.

He also hit a front-foot cover drive
before Umesh angled one in to get him
leg before.  

����� %"01�

India captain Virat Kohli, who struck 139 in
India's massive win in the first Test against the

West Indies, on Friday consolidated his position
at the top of the Test rankings, moving within one
point of his highest rating point of 937.

Kohli had achieved his highest rating after the
Southampton Test against England earlier this year.

Spinner Kuldeep Yadav's six wickets in the
match, including a haul of five for 57 in the sec-
ond innings, has lifted him 16 places to 52nd posi-
tion.

Ravindra Jadeja's 100 not out has lifted him
six places to 51st among batsmen, and with him
also claiming four wickets in the match, he has
bridged the gap with top-ranked Shakib Al Hasan
to three points in the list of all-rounders.

For the West Indies, Roston Chase
has moved up four places to 41st posi-
tion and Kieran Powell has
advanced five slots to 54th posi-
tion.

Young Indian batsman
Prithvi Shaw, who made an
impressive debut in the
Rajkot Test, has made fine
entry into the Test rankings
- entering the list of bats-
men at the 73rd position.
Australian debutant
Aaron Finch, who
slammed 62 and 49 in
Dubai, was at number
72.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Australia opener
Usman Khawaja
has moved into
the top 10 for the
first time, after his
dogged century helped his side salvage a draw
against Pakistan.

The left-handed opener, who struck 85 and 141
to claim the player of the match award on
Thursday and advance nine places, had a previ-
ous best ranking of 11th in January 2017, when he
attained a career-best 747 rating points.

Tim Paine's unbeaten 61 in the second
innings has taken him up two slots to 49 Tim
Paine's unbeaten 61 in the second innings has taken
him up two slots to 49 Captain Tim Paine is anoth-
er Australia batsman to move up as his unbeaten
61 in the second innings has taken him up two slots
to 49 in the latest update, which also takes into
account the first Test in Rajkot, where India com-
pleted their biggest ever victory, defeating the West
Indies by an innings and 272 runs.
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Billion-plus populations but laggards
in a truly global sport — India and

China will go head to head in a football
friendly for the first time in 21 years on
Saturday with the home team a firm
favourite despite poor recent form.

The Indian team is playing an
international match for the first time in
China though their senior sides have
faced each other 17 times in the past.
China have played in India seven times,
all of them in the invitational tourna-
ment Nehru Cup.

India will be led by star defender
Sandesh Jhingan, coach Stephen
Constantine revealed in the pre-match
press conference here.

"I think he is going to be one of the
leaders for India going forward. Keeping
the magnitude of the game in mind, I
believe he deserves to lead the team,"
Constantine said.

India has not won a single match
out of the 17 while China has come out

trumps 12 on occasions.
Five matches have ended in draws.

The senior teams of India and China last
played in the 1997 Nehru Cup in Kochi
which the 'Red Dragons' won 2-1.

Saturday's match at Suzhou, around
100 km from Shanghai, has attracted a
lot of interest among the football fans
and the media in the backdrop of the
competition between the two countries
in several spheres as well as the fact that
they are playing a football match for the
first time after 1997.

Neighbours India and China
account for one-third of the world's pop-
ulation and they are the fastest growing
and competing global economies but
they have remained "sleeping giants"
with nothing much to show at the world
stage.

This is more true for India as the
country has not featured in a single FIFA
World Cup while China has done so
once — in 2002 when they exited from
the group stages after losing all their
three matches.

Despite being a lesser force on the
global stage, China, nonetheless, is one
of the established football countries in
Asia. The 'Red Dragons' have been con-
sistently among the top-10 in Asia and
in the top-100 in the world.

The country is now 76th in FIFA
rankings and seventh in Asia.

China has played 11 times in the
Asian Cup, the continent's top-flight

competition and has finished runners-
up twice and third as many times.

India, on the other hand, has played
only thrice in the Asian Cup (1964 run-
ners-up; 1984 and 2011) and recently
broke into the top 100 in the FIFA rank-
ings after a long time. The country is
now 97th in FIFA rankings and 15th in
Asia.

It is a bold move on India's part to
play against China as they have not
played in the recent past against a top
side in the continent except in the Asian
Cup or the World Cup qualifiers and it
is also fraught with consequences.

The match, being played by both
sides in the FIFA international friend-
ly window as part of preparations for the
AFC Asian Cup in January next month,
will test India's 'real' progress and its
stake as a country hoping to be among
the Asian elite.

"We are fully aware that China are
a big side in the region. They will be a
very difficult side. They want to play
possession football, attacking football,"

Constantine said.
"We will go all out for a win. But if

we lose, we will try to find out the pos-
itive aspects."

Lead striker and regular skipper
Sunil Chhetri, who will take the field as
the country's lead striker, wondered just
why it took so long for the two coun-
tries to play each other. "We should not
afford them much space. At the same
time, whenever we find a little room of
opportunity, we have to construct the
moves and counter them," said Chhetri.

China are the favourites to win
Saturday's match but the home side
would know that it cannot be compla-
cent as it has been struggling of late after
a  0-1 loss to an inexperienced Qatar last
month and then a 0-0 stalemate with
Bahrain. The home team's 2006 WC
winning Italian coach Marcello Lippi
cannot afford to anything other than a
win on Saturday with less than three
months left for the Asian Cup, which
will be his last tournament with the
Chinese national side.
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Kylian Mbappe inspired a fightback
from world champions France as

they rallied from two goals down at
home to earn a 2-2 draw with Iceland
on Thursday.

Birkir Bjarnason swept Iceland
ahead from the edge of the area on 30
minutes, and Kari Arnason's excellent
second-half header doubled their lead
in Guingamp.

But Mbappe, brought on as a sub-
stitute for the final half-hour, gave
France a lifeline when his shot was saved
and then inadvertently turned in by
Iceland defender Holmar Orn
Eyjolfsson.

The Paris Saint-Germain forward
levelled from the penalty spot in the 90th
minute after Kolbeinn Sigthorsson han-
dled at a corner.

Ousmane Dembele was denied an
equaliser by a terrific block from Iceland
goalkeeper Runar Alex Runarsson,
while Lloris pulled off a stunning save
from Ragnar Sigurdsson before keeping
out follow-up efforts by Bjarnason and
Finnbogason.

"The team saw we needed to do
something else. I bring what I can do,"

Mbappe told TF1.
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for a regular place in the Spain team
as the on-loan Borussia Dortmund
forward struck twice in his country's
4-1 rout of Wales on Thursday.

With Diego Costa injured and
Rodrigo on the bench, Alcacer seized his
chance to impress Spain boss Luis
Enrique in his first international appear-
ance since March 2016.

The 25-year-old maintained his
blistering club form to leave the Wales
defence in tatters in a one-sided friend-
ly at the Principality Stadium.

Alcacer netted twice in the first half
to make it eight goals in 14 Spain appear-
ances, while Sergio Ramos and Marc
Bartra were also on target for the visi-
tors.
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!��Argentina shrugged off the
absence of Lionel Messi as a second-
string team eased past Iraq 4-0 in an
international friendly in Riyadh on
Thursday.

Interim coach Lionel Scaloni used
the match to blood a host of new talent
with goalkeeper Sergio Romero, defend-
er Ramiro Funes Mori and striker
Paulo Dybala the only experienced
players in the line-up.

Inter Milan's Lautaro Martinez
opened the scoring in the 18th minute
with a near-post header from a left wing
cross by Marcos Acuna.

Roberto Pereyra grabbed the second
in the 53rd minute when the Watford
player finished off a smart one-two with
Dybala.

German Pezzella headed the third
goal from a corner past over-worked Iraq
goalkeeper Jalal Hassan with Franco
Cervi breaking through the defence for
the fourth goal in stoppage time.
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Portugal, playing without embat-
tled Cristiano Ronaldo, defeated

Poland 3-2 in the Nations League on
Thursday,  shattering Robert
Lewandowski's celebrations of play-
ing his 100th international.

European champions Portugal
scored three times in 20 minutes in
the Polish city of Chorzow through
Andre Silva (32 minutes), a Kamil
Glik own-goal (43) and a strike from
Bernardo Silva (52).

Fernando Santos's Portugal team
now have two wins in two in the
Nations League after also beating
Italy 1-0 in September.

The result ended Scotland's
seven-match undefeated run in com-
petitive outings stretching back to
November 2016.
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#���A Colombian team lead by
James Rodriguez roared past a
game but inexperienced United
States 4-2 on Thursday in an inter-
national football friendly in
Tampa, Florida.

James put the Cafeteros in the
lead with a spectacular effort from
the edge of the penalty area in the
36th minute, thrilling a largely pro-

Colombia crowd at Raymond James
Stadium.

The United States responded
with two goals in the space of three
minutes by Kellyn Acosta and Bobby
Wood early in the second half that
gave the hosts a 2-1 lead. But
Colombia rose to the challenge with
goals from Carlos Bacca, Radamel
Falcao and Miguel Borja to secure
the victory.

Colombia's North American
tour continues on Tuesday against
Costa Rica at Red Bull Arena in
Harrison New Jersey, when the
United States will face Peru in
Connecticut.
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Jeerj Depeg&ve mebJeeooelee
osnjeotve~ mesueekeÀgF& FbìvevesMeveue

mkeÀtue keÀs íe$e lesjn JeMeer&³e DeÜwle
olej Deewj meesuen JeMeer&³e mce=efle ieie&
efHeíues meHleen DeHeÀ´erkeÀe keÀs meyemes
Tb®es ®eesìer ceeGbì efkeÀefuecebpeejes keÀes
ceeHeves Jeeues meyemes keÀce Gce´ keÀs
Yeejleer³e yeve ieS nwb~ ceeGbì
efkeÀefuecebpeejes SkeÀ efJeuegHle pJeeueecegKeer
nw pees 5895 ceerìj Hej lebpeeefve³ee cesb
efmLele ogefve³ee keÀe ®eewLe meyemess Tb®ee
ef<eKej nw~ ceeGbì efkeÀefuecebpeejes keÀes
Gngª ef<eKej keÀs ªHe cesb Yeer peevee
peelee nw efpemekeÀe DeLe& mJeeefnueer
YeeMee cesb Deepeeoer nw Deewj ³en SkeÀ
HeJe&leejesnCe keÀs efueS 
DeÜYegle nw~ 

osJejele ye[esveer Deewj oer³ee
yepeepe Üeje Devegjef#ele meele íe$eesb keÀer
SkeÀ ìerce efpemecesb mce=efle ieie&, He´Cepeeue
Jemeve, jengue, Dee³egMe Heeb[sÜ DeesvkeÀj
nbme Deewj ef#eeflepe keÀewef<ekeÀ meefnle 28
efmelebyej, 2018 keÀes mkeÀtue Heefjmej mes
DeHeveer ³ee$ee <egª keÀer Leer~ Hetjs ìerce
keÀer Deewmele Dee³eg 15 JeMe& nw~ keÀeHeÀer
cegef<keÀue HeefjefmLeefle³eesb keÀes Heej keÀjles

ngS keÀsJeue oes íe$e DeÜwle Deewj mce=efle
ves ®eej DekeÌìtyej keÀes Gngª ®eesìer keÀs
<eerMe& Hej Hengb®es~ DeÜwle HeJe&leejesnCe
keÀes iebYeerjlee mes uesvee ®eenlee nw Deewj
GÊejkeÀe<eer cesb SveDeeF&Sce cesb oeefKeuee
uesvee ®eenlee nw~ GvekeÀe ue#³e Deieues
oes JeMe& cesb keÀs-2 Hej Hengb®evee nw~
mesueekeÀgF& b Fbìjves<eveue mkeÀtue keÀs
nw[ceemìj <ejHeÀgooerve ves keÀne efkeÀ

nceejs efJeÐeeue³e cesb íe$eesb keÀes He´keÀ=efle
keÀs meeLe mece³e efyeleeves keÀs efueS
He´eslmeeefnle efkeÀ³ee peelee nw Deewj Kego
keÀes ®egveewleer osvee efmeKee³ee peelee nw~
Gvnesbves keÀne efkeÀ nceejs efJeÐeeue³e keÀer
HeJe&leejesnCe HejbHeje Hegjeveer nw efpemecesb
íe$e GÊejeKeC[ keÀs Deueie-Deueie
mLeeveesb Hej efmLele SJejsmì yesme ef<eefJejesb
keÀs DeueeJee ueÎeKe Yeer peeles nwb~

osnjeotve cesb mecee®eej He$e He´eHle keÀjves SJeb efJe%eeHeveesb
keÀs efueS mebHekeÀ& keÀjsb~ jekesÀMe kegÀceej mewveer

cees.9917203013,8449957115
Jeerj Depeg&ve keÀer He´efle³eeb He´eHle keÀjves kesÀ

efueS mebHeke&À keÀjWë-
osnjeotveë-        metjpe v³etpe SpeWmeer

cees.-9917203013

©æ[keÀerë- cegefole ieie& v³etpe SpeWmeer
He´es.-cegefole ieie&
nef<e&le keÀecHueskeÌme, efve³ej vesn© mìsef[³ece~©æ[keÀer
cees.- 9897618648, 8057777221

nefjÜejë- Dee$es v³etpe SpeWmeer
He´es.- Þeer Deefveue kegÀceej Mecee& ,peìJeeæ[e Hegue, nefjÜej
cees.- 9837177797

$eÝeq<ekesÀMeë- Deepeeo v³etpe SpeWmeer
He´es.- Þeer mebpeerJe iegHlee  nefjÜej jes[, $eÝeq<ekesÀMe
cees.- 9837229222

jepeOeeveer 3 Jeerj Depeg&ve, osnjeotve, 13 DekeÌìtyej, 2018

Jeerj Depeg&ve mebJeeooelee
$eÝef<ekeÀsMe~ $eÝef<ekeÀsMe keÀs Debleie&le

yewjepe keÀe@ueesveer keÀs cegK³e cewoeve cesb
ceelee keÀs peeiejCe keÀe Dee³eespeve efkeÀ³ee
ie³ee~ Fme oewjeve GÊejeKeb[
efJeOeevemeYee DeO³e#e Öesce®ebo Deie´Jeeue
Yeer peeiejCe cesb Meeefceue ngS~ peeiejCe
keÀs oewjeve Þeer Deie´Jeeue ves ÖeosMe keÀer
megKe mece=ef× keÀs efueS ceelee mes ÖeeLe&vee
keÀer~

yewjepe keÀe@ueesveer ces b
Dee³eesefpele ceelee keÀs peeiejCe keÀs
oewjeve keÀueekeÀejesb keÀs ieerle-mebieerle Hej
oMe&keÀ jeleYej Petceles jns~ keÀe³e&eÀce cesb
SkeÀ mes yeæ{keÀj SkeÀ YeefÊeÀ ieerleesb keÀer
Öemlegefle ves ueesieesb keÀes Iejesb mes efvekeÀueves
Hej cepeyetj keÀj efo³ee~ efJeOeevemeYee
DeO³e#e ves YeÊeÀesb keÀes mebyeesefOele keÀjles
ngS keÀne efkeÀ ceeb ogiee& keÀes Öemevve keÀjves
keÀs efueS ueesie veJejeef$e cesb ceeb keÀe
peeiejCe ³ee peiejelee jKeles nw b~
efpemekeÀs peefj³es ueesie ceeb keÀes ceesnkeÀ
Yepeveesb Deewj megjce³e ieerleesb keÀs peefj³es
DeHeves THej ke=ÀHee ¢ef<ì yevee³es jKeves
keÀs efueS ÖeeLe&vee keÀjles nwb~ Fme DeJemej
Hej efJeOeevemeYee DeO³e#e ves meYeer keÀes
Meejoer³e veJeje$ee keÀer yeOeeF& osles ngS
keÀne efkeÀ osJeer YeÊeÀesb ves peeiejCe keÀe

Dee³eespeve keÀjkeÀs Fme peien keÀes HeefJe$e
keÀj efo³ee nw~ Þeer Deie´Jeeue ves keÀne
Ssmes keÀe³e&eÀce mes ueesieesb cesb DeO³eelce keÀer
YeeJevee GlHevve nesieer~ efJeOeevemeYee
DeO³e#e ves keÀne efkeÀ nce meYeer ueesieesb

keÀes Dev³e ieefleefJeefOe³eesb keÀs meeLe-meeLe
meeceeefpekeÀ Deewj Oeeefce&keÀ ÖeLeeDeesb cesb
yeæ{-®e{keÀj Yeeie uesvee ®eeefnS~ Fme
lejn keÀs keÀe³e&eÀce mes JeeleeJejCe cesb
Megef× Deeleer nw~ Fme DeJemej Hej

peeiejCe keÀs Dee³eespevekeÀlee& mebpe³e
l³eeieer, jepeerJe iegHlee, efceo&ue keÀgceej,
Dee³eg<ceeve, DeescekeÀej efmebn, Heoce
keÀgceej, megveerue keÀgceej meefnle keÀF&
YeÊeÀ peve GHeefmLele Les~

mebef#eHle mecee®eej
Heermeer pJewuej ves GHeYeeskeÌleeDeesb keÀs efueS

HeÀsefmìJeue mkeÀerce keÀer Iees<eCee keÀer
osnjeotve, (JeerDe)~ Yeejle keÀs meyemes Hemeboeroe Deewj efJe<Jemeveer³e pJewuejer ye´eb[esb

cesb mes SkeÀ Heermeer pJewuej ie´enkeÀesb keÀs efueS pJewuejer Kejeroves keÀs DevegYeJe keÀes veS
Dee³eece osves cesb nces<ee Deeies jnlee nw~ l³eesnejesb keÀs Fme ceewmece cesb Heermeer pJewuej ves
o<enje Deewj efoJeeueer mes Henues ie´enkeÀesb keÀs efueS mesue mkeÀerce keÀer IeesMeCee keÀer nw~ Fme
mkeÀerce keÀs lenle ie´enkeÀ [e³eceb[ pJewuejer leLee ieesu[ Je efmeuJej pJewuejer SJeb
Deeefì&keÀume keÀs cesefkeÀbie ®eeefpe&me Hej 30 He´efle<ele lekeÀ ítì He´eHle keÀj mekeÀles nwb~ ³en
YeejleJ³eeHeer mkeÀerce 10 DekeÌìtyej 2018 mes <eg© ngF& nw Deewj 18 veJebyej 2018 lekeÀ
peejer jnsieer~ meYeer Heermeer pJewuej <eesªce Ssmes efJeef<eMì ef[peeFve He´mlegle keÀjsbies efpevnsb
yeepeej cesb Henues venerb osKee ie³ee nesiee~ GHeYeeskeÌlee ®eeboer, meesves Je nerjesb mes yeves nejesb
keÀs mewì, keÀeve keÀer yeeefue³eesb, Debietef"³eesb, ®etefæ[³eesb, keÀæ[esb Je pe]bpeerjesb keÀer J³eeHekeÀ jsbpe
cesb mes ®e³eve keÀj mekeÀles nwb~ leLee Kego keÀs efueS ³ee Heefjpeveesb-efce$eesb keÀs efueS efoJeeueer
keÀs GHenej Kejero mekeÀles nwb~

cebefoj cebs ®eesjer keÀjves Jeeues oes HekeÀæ[s
osnjeotve, (JeerDe)~ Hegefueme ves 24 Iebìs keÀs Yeerlej cebefoj cebs ngF& ®eesjer keÀe

Kegueemee keÀj efo³ee nw~ Fme ceeceues cesb oes Meeeflej ®eesjesb keÀes efiejHeÀdleej efkeÀ³ee ie³ee
nw~ megMeeruee efye<ì efveJeemeer ieesHesMJej ves keÀesleJeeueer ®eceesueer cesb DeHeves HeefjJeej keÀs
cebefoj ie´ece Yesæ[er ®eceesueer ces De%eele ®eesjesb Üeje ogiee& ceelee keÀer  cetefle& Je  í$e ®eesjer
nes peeves keÀs meceyevOe ces lenjerj oer~ lenjerj keÀs DeeOeej Hej keÀesleJeeueer ®eceesueer cesb
Gme Ieìvee keÀs mebyebOe cesb lelkeÀeue cegkeÀocee ope& efkeÀ³ee~ ®eesjer keÀer efJeJes®evee GHe
efvejer#ekeÀ efMeJeoÊe peceueeskeÀer keÀs megHego& keÀer ieF&~ Fme ceeceues cesb Hegefueme ves ìerce keÀe
ie"ve efkeÀ³ee Hegefueme ìerce lenkeÀerkeÀele SJeb cegKeefyej efkeÀ met®evee Hej ®eesjer keÀs
DeejeHeer.mebpe³e keÀgceej Heg$e efiejOeejer efye<ì  Je megjsvê efmebn GHeÀ& metjer Heg$e  pemejece
efmebn HebJeej efveJeemeer Hegjevee yeepeej ®eceesueer  keÀes ®eceesueer mes efiejHeÌleej keÀj efue³ee~
DeejesefHe³eesb keÀs keÀypes mes ®eesjer efkeÀ³ee ie³ee meeje ceeue ceelee keÀer cetefle& Je í$e yejeceo
keÀj efue³ee ie³ee~ Hegefueme ves DeejesefHe³eesb keÀs efKeueeHeÀ mebyeefOele OeejeDeesb cesb ceeceuee
ope& keÀj Gvns pesue Yespe efo³ee nw~

meele meeue mes HeÀjej ®eue jne ceHeÀªj efiejHeÌleej
osnjeotve, (JeerDe)~ Leevee Üejeneì cesb Ieesef<ele 'ceHeÀªj veewMeeo Heg$e iegueece Deueer

GHeÀ& keÀuegJee,' efveJeemeer- uewoeyeeie, Leevee- "ekeÀgjÜeje, cegjeoeyeeo G0Öe0 keÀes
Hegefueme ves 'jeveerKesle keÀs LeeHee mìsì eflejene mes efiejHeÌleej efkeÀ³ee~ Fme ceeceues cesb
DeMeeskeÀ keÀgceej, LeeveeO³e#e Üejeneì ves yelee³ee efkeÀ 'DeejesHeer veewMeeo SJeb Mecee@
HejJeerve Üeje vekeÀueer veesì keÀes Demeueer veesì keÀs ªHe cesb Öe³eesie keÀjves keÀs mecyevOe' cesb
He=LJeer jepe peesMeer Heg$e peieoerMe ®evê peesMeer, efveJeemeer- ®eewKegefì³ee Üejeneì ves Je<e&-
2011 cesb Leevee Üejeneì cesb DeefYe³eesie Hebpeerke=Àle keÀje³ee Lee~ efpemecesb Mecee@ HejJeerve
keÀes v³ee³eeue³e mes 10 Je<e& keÀe keÀejeJeeme keÀer mepee oer ie³eer Leer, efkeÀvleg DejesHeer veewMeeo
leye mes ueieeleej HeÀjej ®eue jne Lee, efpemekeÀs jeveerKesle cesb Deeves keÀer met®evee ÖeeHle nesves
Hej Hegefueme ìerce Üeje 'meele Je<e& mes HeÀjej ®eue jns ceHeÀªj keÀes efiejHeÌleej keÀj'
v³ee³eeue³e keÀs mece#e HesMe efkeÀ³ee pee jne nw~

ÖesjCee osves Jeeueer me®®eer keÀneveer He´mlegle keÀer
osnjeotve, (JeerDe)~ efJekeÌme ves DeHeves keÀwcHesve keÀs otmejs ®ejCe cesb Öemlegle keÀer ÖesjCee

osves Jeeueer SkeÀ Deewj me®®eer keÀneveer~ peeefveS efveMee, SkeÀ ogue&Ye pesvesefìkeÀ efmkeÀve
keÀb[erMeve- FefkeÌLe³eesefmeme mes Heerefæ[le íesìer meer ye®®eer Deewj `ì®e Dee@HeÀ keÀs³ej' keÀs
peeot mes yeoueer GmekeÀer efpeboieer keÀer keÀneveer keÀs yeejs cesb efJekeÌme, SkeÀ Ssmee ye´eb[ pees
HeefjJeej Deewj H³eej Yejer osKeYeeue keÀer Hen®eeve nw, ves neue ner cesb DeHeves efoueesb keÀes
ítves Jeeues efJekeÌme nwme ì®e Dee@HeÀ keÀs³ej DeefYe³eeve keÀs otmejs ®ejCe keÀes uee@v®e efkeÀ³ee~
Fme DeefYe³eeve ves efHeíues Je<e& ueesieesb keÀes yeæ[er mebK³ee cesb ÖesjCee osves Deewj peesæ[ves keÀe
keÀece efkeÀ³ee nw~ `efJekeÌme-Jeve Fve De efceefue³eve' SkeÀ yeej efHeÀj SkeÀ ÖesjCeeoeF& keÀneveer
ueskeÀj Dee³ee nw, Fme yeej ³en keÀneveer nw SkeÀ ye®®eer efveMee keÀer pees FefkeÌLe³eesefmeme
veecekeÀ SkeÀ pesvesefìkeÀ efmkeÀve keÀb[erMeve keÀe efMekeÀej nw~

15 keÀes mecceeve meceejesn keÀe Dee³eespeve 
©o´He´³eeie, (JeerDe)~ osJeefj³eeleeue ceneslmeJe keÀs oewjeve meebmkeÀ=eflekeÀ

keÀe³e&keÀ´ceesb cesb Yeeie uesves Jeeues keÀueueejesb keÀes meefceefle keÀer Deesj mes 15 DekeÌìtyej
keÀes He´<eefmle He$e SJeb HegjmkeÀej oskeÀj mecceeefvele efkeÀ³ee pee³esiee~ peevekeÀejer osles ngS
cesuee meefceefle keÀs DeO³e#e DeO³e#e ®eb[er He´meeo Yeìdì, meb³eespekeÀ efJepe³e efmebn
jeCee, meeceeefpekeÀ keÀe³e&keÀlee& Je mejHeb®e osJesvo´ efmebn yepeJeeue SJeb meef®eJe
®evo´ceesnve GefKe³eeue ves yelee³ee efkeÀ osJeefj³eeleeue ceneslmeJe keÀs oewjeve efJeefYevve
ieebJeesb mes Hengb®eer PeebefkeÀ³eesb ves ceneslmeJe cesb yesnlej He´o<e&ve efkeÀ³ee Lee~ FmekeÀs DeueeJee
mkeÀtueer íe$eesb ves keÀe³e&keÀ´ce cesb ®eej ®eebo ueiee efo³es~ Ssmes keÀueekeÀejesb keÀes meefceefle
keÀer Deesj mes 15 DekeÌìtyej keÀes efJekeÀemeKeC[ TKeerce" meYeeieej cesb keÀe³e&keÀ´ce keÀe
Dee³eespeve keÀj mecceeefvele efkeÀ³ee pee³esiee~ Gvnesbves yelee³ee efkeÀ keÀe³e&keÀ´ce He´ele: ome
mes <egª efkeÀ³ee pee³esiee, efpemecesb mees<eue SJeb Hee@ueerieesve keÀbHeveer keÀs Sce[er [erSme
HebJeej, cesueeefOekeÀejer SJeb GHe efpeueeefOekeÀejer ieesHeeue efmebn ®eewneve, efpeueeefOekeÀejer
cebies<e efIeefu[³eeue, GHeefmLeefle jnsbies~ Gvnesbves mecemle keÀueekeÀejesb mes keÀe³e&keÀ´ce cesb
GHeefmLele nesves keÀe DeendJeeve efkeÀ³ee nw~ 

Oece&Meeuee keÀe 14 keÀes GodIeeìve 
©o´He´³eeie, (JeerDe)~ YeieJeeve meeCes<Jej efmeuues<Jej cebefoj cesb veJe efveefce&le Oece&<eeuee

keÀe GodIeeìve meceejesn 14 DekeÌìtyej keÀes Dee³eesefpele efkeÀ³ee pee³esiee~ peevekeÀejer osles
ngS meefceefle keÀe DeO³e#e JeerjHeeue efmebn jeJele, meeceeefpekeÀ keÀe³e&keÀlee& meeJeve efmebn
vesieer ves yelee³ee efkeÀ meeCes<Jej efmeuues<Jej cenejepe He®eeme mes DeefOekeÀ ieebJeesb keÀs F&MìosJe
nwb Deewj mece³e-mece³e Hej cebefoj cesb Oeeefce&keÀ keÀe³e&keÀ´ce Dee³eesefpele efkeÀ³es peeles nwb~
Gvnesbves yelee³ee efkeÀ cebefoj cesb Oece&<eeuee yeveeF& ie³eer nw, efpemekeÀe GodIeeìve efJeOee³ekeÀ
ceveespe jeJele Üeje efkeÀ³ee pee³esiee~ Oece&<eeuee efvecee&Ce mes leerLe&³eeef$e³eesb keÀes keÀeHeÀer ceoo
efceuesieer~

keÀej ogIe&ìveeie´mle, SkeÀ keÀer ceewle 
©o´He´³eeie, (JeerDe)~ ©o´He´³eeie-®eesHeæ[e ceesìjceeie& Hej meCeiet meejer yewbkeÀ keÀs

Heeme SkeÀ Deuìes keÀej Deefve³ebef$ele neskeÀj ogIe&ìveeie´mle nes ie³eer, efpemecesb meJeej
SkeÀ yegpegie& J³eefkeÌle megjsvo´ efmebn Yeb[ejer Heg$e mJe velLee efmebn Yeb[ejer ie´ece LeHeueieebJe
Gce´ 62 keÀer ceewkeÀs Hej ner ceewle nes ie³eer~ Jeenve cesb Dev³e meJeej <eevet Gce´ veew JeMe&
SJeb Jeb<e Heg$e mel³esvo´ efmebn Yeb[ejer Gce´ í: JeMe& iebYeerj ªHe mes Iee³eue nes ie³es~
Iee³eue ye®®eesb keÀes mLeeveer³e ueesieesb keÀer ceoo mes efpeuee ef®eefkeÀlmeeue³e Hengb®ee³ee
ie³ee, peneb ef®eefkeÀlmekeÀes ves He´eLeefcekeÀ GHe®eej keÀs yeeo Þeerveiej keÀs efueS jwHeÀj
efkeÀ³ee~

Jeerj Depeg&ve mebJeeooelee
osnjeotve /Hebleveiej~ Hebleveiej

efJe<JeefJeÐeeue³e cesb Deepe jep³eHeeue yesyeer
jeveer ceew³e&, ves meceefvJele ke=Àef<e SkeÀkeÀ
(Fbìerie´sìs[ HeÀeefce&bie ³etefveì) keÀe Ye´ceCe
efkeÀ³ee~ meceefvJele ke=Àef<e SkeÀkeÀ cesb
efJe<JeefJeÐeeue³e keÀs efveos<ekeÀ MeesOe, [e.
Sme.Sve. efleJeejer Üeje jep³eHeeue keÀes
efJemle=le peevekeÀejer oer ie³eer~ Gvnesbves
yelee³ee efkeÀ Fme Heefj³eespevee keÀe cegK³e
Godos<³e ieebJe mlej Hej íesìs SJeb meerceeble
efkeÀmeeve, efpevekeÀs Heeme íesìer peesle nw,
keÀes De®íer Dee³e He´eHle keÀjevee nw~ Fme
oewjeve jep³eHeeue Þeerceleer ceew³e& keÀes Fme
³etefveì keÀs Devleie&le ®euee³es pee jns
keÀgkeÌkeÀgì Heeueve, Hebleveiej
efJe<JeefJeÐeeue³e Üeje efJekeÀefmele yekeÀjer
keÀer He´peeefle `Heblepee`, celm³e SJeb
yelleKe Heeueve, ceOegcekeÌKeer Heeueve,
yeeieJeeveer, veme&jer Deewj ce<eªce
GlHeeove keÀs efJeMe³e ces b efJemle=le
peevekeÀejer oer~

FmekeÀs yeeo jep³eHeeue

Üeje Oeeve keÀs He´#es$e keÀe Yeer Ye´ceCe
efkeÀ³ee~ Gvnesbves meueen oer efkeÀ Fme
cee@[ue keÀes efkeÀmeeveesb keÀs Üeje DeHevee³es
peeves Hej Jew%eeefvekeÀesb Üeje yeue efo³ee
peevee ®eeefnS leeefkeÀ GvekeÀer Dee³e cesb
Dee<eeleerle Je=ef× keÀer pee mekeÀs~ Gvnesbves
Deieueer yeej Fme He´keÀej keÀs efkeÀmeeveesb mes
cegueekeÀele keÀjves keÀer F®íe Yeer He´keÀì
keÀer~ jep³eHeeue ves Jew%eeefvekeÀesb keÀes
keÀeiepees keÀs DeekeÀæ[esb Hej DeeOeeefjle ve
jnkeÀj Oejeleue Hej keÀece keÀjves keÀer
DeeJe<³ekeÀlee yelee³eer, efpememes efkeÀmeeveesb
keÀes JeemleefJekeÀ ueeYe efceue mekeÀs~

lelHe<®eele jep³eHeeue Þeerceleer
ceew³e& ves Hebleveiej Heefjmej cesb efmLele
jepekeÀer³e keÀv³ee Fbìj keÀeuespe keÀe
Ye´ceCe efkeÀ³ee Deewj Jeneb je<ì^er³e ie´eceerCe
DeepeerefJekeÀe efce<eve Üeje ceefnueeDeesb keÀer
DeepeerefJekeÀe nsleg yevee³es GlHeeoesb keÀes
osKee Deewj GvekeÀer mejenvee Yeer keÀer~
lelHeM®eele jep³eHeeue ves keÀ#eeDeesb keÀe
Ye´ceCe efkeÀ³ee Deewj 12Jeerb keÀ#ee keÀer
íe$eeDeesb mes cegueekeÀele keÀer leLee Gvemes

GvekeÀer Heæ{eF& Deewj YeefJe<³e keÀs yeejs cesb
peevee, meeLe ner Gvnsb meueen oer efkeÀ Jes
DeHeves ue#³e keÀes O³eeve cesb jKe keÀj
Heæ{eF& keÀjsb Deewj De®ís J³eefkeÌlelJeesb mes
He´sjCee uesb~ Gvnesbves meYeer jepekeÀer³e
keÀv³ee Fbìj keÀeuespe cebs íe$eeDeesb keÀes
GvekeÀer ªef®e keÀs Devegmeej meerKeves Deewj
keÀeGbefmeefuebie keÀs efueS meHleen cebs SkeÀ
Heerefj³e[ efJeefYevve efJe<e³eesb keÀs efJe<es<e%eesb
³eLee mJeemL³e, DeefOekeÀej, megj#ee,
keÀevetve, Üeje efue³es peeves keÀer meueen
oer, leeefkeÀ íe$eeDeesb keÀes efJeefYevve cegodoesb
Hej peeieªkeÀ efkeÀ³ee pee mekeÀs~
jep³eHeeue ves keÀcepeesj Jeie& keÀer íe$eeDeesb
keÀer mene³elee nsleg efpeueeefOekeÀejer keÀes
DeeJe<³ekeÀ efveos&<e efo³es~ Gvnes bves
He´Oeevee®ee³ee& mes íe$eeDeesb keÀs efueS
ef<e#eCesllej ieefleefJeefOe³eesb keÀes keÀjeves keÀer
meueen Yeer oer, leeefkeÀ GvekeÀe mebHetCe&
efJekeÀeme nes mekeÀs~ Fme DeJemej Hej
keÀgueHeefle jepeerJe jewlesuee SJeb meef®eJe
jep³eHeeue Deej.keÀs.megOeeb<eg Yeer
GHeefmLele Les~

jep³eHeeue ves efkeÀ³ee Hebleveiej efJeefJe
SJeb peerpeerDeeF&meer keÀe Ye´ceCe 

efJeme DeO³e#e ves peeiejCe cesb ÖeosMe keÀer megKe mece=ef× keÀs efueS ceelee mes ÖeeLe&vee keÀer 

Jeerj Depeg&ve mebJeeooelee
osnjeotve~ efpeuee keÀueskeÌìs^ì

meYeeieej cesb DeHej efpeueeefOekeÀejer efJelle
SJeb jepemJe yeerj efmebn yegefo³eeue keÀer
DeO³e#elee cesb oerHeeJeueer HeJe& keÀs DeJemej
Hej Deeefle<eyeepeer keÀs ueeF&mesbme efveie&le
keÀjves mecyevOeer yew"keÀ Dee³eesefpele keÀer
ie³eer~ 

yew"keÀ cesb HeìeKee efJekeÀ´³e nsleg efpeve
9 mLeeveesb keÀes peveHeo cesb He´efleyeefvOele
efkeÀ³ee ie³ee nw, Gvecesb Heuìve yeepeej-
keÀesleJeeueer mes IeCìeIej, OeeceeJeeuee
yeepeej-keÀesleJeeueer mes yeeyetiebpe (Dee{le
yeepeej ®eewkeÀ), ceesleer yeepeej-Heuìve
yeepeej mes Hegjeveer meypeerceC[er-nvegceeve
ceefvoj lekeÀ, ngveceeve ®eewkeÀ-PeC[e
ceewnuuee-jeceueeruee yeepeej-yewC[
yeepeej lekeÀ, Deevevo ®eewkeÀ mes ue#ceCe
®eewkeÀ lekeÀ, ef[mHesbmejer jes[ keÀe mecHetCe&
#es$e, IeCìeIej Jes ®ekeÀjelee jesæ[ Hej
nvegceeve ceefvoj lekeÀ, meJes& ®eewkeÀ mes
[erSJeer keÀe@uespe osnjeotve peeves Jeeueer
jesæ[ keÀjveHegj cegK³e yeepeej (Yeeræ[-Yeeæ[
Jeeues #es$e) Deewj mecemle veiej #es$e keÀs
mebkeÀerCe& #es$e/ieefue³eeb peneb Deefive<eceved
Jeenve (HeÀe³ej efye´ies[ keÀe Jeeìj ìwbkeÀ) ve

Hebng®e mekeÀlee nes <eeefceue nw~ GHejeskeÌle
He´efleyeefvOele #es$eesb cesb ogkeÀeve ueieevee
He´efleyeefvOele nesiee~ DeHej efpeueeefOekeÀejer
ves keÀne efkeÀ Deeefle<eyeepeer nsleg ogkeÀeve
keÀe ueeF&mes bme uesves keÀs efueS 22
DekeÌìtyeej mes 30 DekeÌìtyej  lekeÀ
DeeJesove He´eHle efkeÀ³es pee³esbies Deewj <enjer
#es$e cesb DeeJesove keÀueskeÌìs^ì Heefjmej cesb
S0pes0Sme0-4 Heìue Hej leLee
efJekeÀemeveiej, cemetjer , $eÝefMekeÀs<e,
[esF&Jeeuee, ®ekeÀjelee, keÀeuemeer Deewj
l³etveer Deeefo #es$eesb cesb GHe efpeueeefOekeÀejer
keÀe³ee&ue³e ces b DeeJesove mecHetCe&

DeewHe®eeefjkeÀleeDeesb keÀs meeLe pecee efkeÀ³es
pee mekeÀles nwb~ Deeefle<eyeepeer nsleg
DeebJeefìle ogkeÀeves ogkeÀeves 4 veJecyej mes 8
veJecyej 2018 lekeÀ efyekeÀ´er nsleg
DeefOekeÀ=le jnsbieer~ ogkeÀeveesb keÀe DeeJebìve
ueeF&mesbme Deefive<eceve DeefOekeÀejer Deewj
mecyeefvOele Leevee #es$e keÀer Hegefueme keÀs
mLeueer³e efvejer#eCe DeeK³ee He´eHle nesves keÀs
DeeOeej Hej peejer efkeÀ³es pee³esbies leLee
DemLee³eer Deeefle<eyeepeer ueeF&mesbme cesb meYeer
ceevekeÀesb keÀe Heeueve keÀjvee DeefveJee³e&
nesiee~ DeHej efpeueeefOekeÀejer ves cegK³e
Deefive<eceve DeefOekeÀejer keÀes cegK³e-cegK³e

mLeeveesb Hej HeÀe³ej efye´ies[ keÀer ìerce ce³e
HeÀe³ej neF&[s^vì meefnle lewveele keÀjves
Deewj DeefOe<eemeer DeefYe³evlee peue
mebmLeeve keÀes peveHeo keÀs efJeefYevve #es$eesb cesb
Deefive megj#ee o=efMì mes efJeefYevve mLeeveesb
Hej Heeveer ìwbkeÀ lewveele jKeves leLee HeÀe³ej
Hegefueme keÀs efueS DeeJe<³ekeÀleevegmeej peue
HJeeF&bì GHeueyOe keÀjeves keÀs efveos&<e efo³es,
efpememes DeeHeele efmLeefle Deeves Hej
Deemeeveer mes efveHeìe pee mekeÀs~ Gvnesbves
Hegefueme efJeYeeie keÀes DeHeves-DeHeves #es$e cesb
keÀevetve J³eJemLee yevee³es jKeves keÀs Yeer
efveos&<e efo³es~ 

DeeefleMeyeepeer keÀs ueeFmesbme efveie&le keÀjves keÀes ueskeÀj S[erSce ves ueer yew"keÀ

ªæ[keÀer (Deefcele l³eeieer)~ efpece
keÀe@yes&ì vesMeveue HeekeÀ& cesb Dee³eesefpele
Hevên Jesb Jeeef<e&keÀ GÊejeKeb[ mìsì
DeesHeÌLeuceesuee@efpekeÀue meesmeeFìer uekeÌmej
keÀs veieuee efKeleeye ieebJe cesb efyevee mJeerke=Àefle
keÀs ceojmee efvecee&Ce keÀjves keÀer met®evee Hej
Hegefueme Deewj ÖeMeemeve cesb næ[keÀbHe ce®e
ie³ee~ keÀesleJeeue ves jele keÀes ner ceewkeÀs Hej
Hengb®ekeÀj peeb®e keÀer~ Helee ®euee efkeÀ efpeme
J³eefÊeÀ keÀer efvepeer yew"keÀ cesb ceojmee ®eue
jne nw, GmekeÀs Heerís Jener J³eefÊeÀ DeHeves
jnves keÀs efueS cekeÀeve lees æ[keÀj
Hegveefve&cee&Ce keÀje jne nw~  ieg©Jeej keÀes
DeejSmeSme mes pegæ[s veieuee efKeleeye ieebJe
efveJeemeer SkeÀ ³egJekeÀ ves Hegefueme Je ÖeMeemeve
keÀes met®evee oer efkeÀ GvekeÀs ieebJe cesb
DeuHemebK³ekeÀ mecegoe³e keÀs keÀgí HeefjJeej
jnles nwb~ Hejbleg ieebJe cesb DeYeer lekeÀ
ceojmee ³ee ceefmpeo venerb nw~ efHeíues
keÀgí efoveesb mes Fve HeefjJeejesb keÀs ye®®eesb keÀes
ieebJe cesb ner SkeÀ DeuHemebK³ekeÀ J³eefÊeÀ keÀer
yew"keÀ keÀs yejeceos cesb efye"ekeÀj Oeeefce&keÀ
efMe#ee oer pee jner nw~ met®evee cesb keÀne
ie³ee efkeÀ GÊeÀ J³eefÊeÀ Üeje Deye Jenerb

ceojmes keÀs efueS Deueie mes veS cekeÀeve
keÀe efvecee&Ce Megª keÀje efo³ee ie³ee nw,
efpemekeÀs efueS Meemeve Je ÖeMeemeve mes keÀesF&
Devegceefle Yeer venerb ueer ieF& nw~ efyevee
Devegceefle keÀs ceojmee efvecee&Ce keÀer met®evee
Hej Hegefueme Je ÖeMeemeve cesb næ[keÀbHe ce®e
ie³ee~ Sme[erSce keÀs efveos&Me Hej uekeÌmej
keÀesleJeeue Decej®ebo Mecee& jele keÀes ner
ieebJe Hengb®es Deewj Hetjer Ieìvee keÀer
peevekeÀejer ueer~ Helee ®euee efkeÀ efpeme
J³eefÊeÀ keÀer yew"keÀ cesb efHeÀueneue ye®®es
Heæ{eS pee jns nwb, GmekeÀs Heerís yew"keÀ
mJeeceer keÀe Hegjevee cekeÀeve nw, efpemes
leesæ[keÀj GmekeÀs Üeje ve³ee cekeÀeve
yeveJee³ee pee jne nw~ mebyebefOele J³eefÊeÀ ves
keÀesleJeeue keÀes yelee³ee efkeÀ cekeÀeve GmekeÀs
HeefjJeej keÀs jnves keÀs efueS lew³eej keÀje³ee
pee jne nw~ ceojmes keÀe Fmemes keÀesF&
celeueye venerb nw~ FmekeÀs yeeo Hegefueme
JeeHeme ueewì DeeF&~ Sme[erSce keÀewmlegYe
efceÞe ves FmekeÀer Hegef<ì keÀjles ngS yelee³ee
efkeÀ peeb®e keÀs oewjeve ieebJe cesb ceojmes keÀe
efvecee&Ce keÀjeS peeves keÀer met®evee keÀer Hegef<ì
venerb nes mekeÀer nw~

mJeerke=Àefle keÀs efyevee ceojmee efvecee&Ce keÀer met®evee
Hej Hegefueme Deewj ÖeMeemeve cesb ce®ee næ[keÀbHe

S[erSce yew"keÀ uesles ngS~ 

ceelee keÀs peeiejCe keÀs oewjeve efJeme DeO³e#e He´sce®ebo Deie´Jeeue~

osnjeotve Deewj nefjÜej cesb
mkeÀtueer ye®®eesb keÀer megj#ee
keÀs efueS ®euesiee DeefYe³eeve

osnjeotve, (JeerDe)~ osnjeotve Deewj
nefjÜej efpeues GÊejeKeb[ keÀs meyemes
DeefOekeÀ Deeyeeoer Jeeues efpeueesb cesb mes nwb~
osnjeotve cesb 1,696,694 ueesie Deewj
nefjÜej cesb 1,927,029 (peveieCevee
2011 keÀs Devegmeej) ueesie jnles nwb~
GÊejeKeb[ cesb ³es oes meyemes yeæ[s <enj nwb~
osnjeotve keÀe IevelJe 549 J³eefkeÌle Öeefle Jeie&
efkeÀueesceerìj Deewj nefjÜej keÀe IevelJe 801
J³eefÊeÀ Héefle Jeie& efkeÀueesceerìj nw~ ³en jep³e
keÀs Deewmele 189 J³eefkeÌle Öeefle Jeie&
efkeÀueesceerìj mes keÀeHeÀer DeefOekeÀ nw~
osnjeotve Deewj nefjÜej YetkeÀbHeer³e #es$e 4 keÀs
Debleie&le Deelee nw, efpememes ³en YetkeÀbHe pewmes
DeeHeoeDeesb keÀs Héefle Del³eefOekeÀ mebJesove<eerue
nw~ DeHeves YeewieesefuekeÀ mLeeveesb keÀs DeeOeej
Hej, oesveesb efpeueesb keÀes Henues mes ner Öeeke=ÀeflekeÀ
Kelejesb keÀs peesefKece keÀe meecevee keÀjvee
Heæ[lee jne nw~ HéekeÀ=eflekeÀ DeeHeoeDeesb keÀs
He´efle mebJesoveMeeruelee lespeer mes
DeewÐeesefiekeÀerkeÀjCe Deewj Deefve³eesefpele
efJemleej keÀs keÀejCe Deewj Yeer yeæ{ ieF& nw~
yeeæ{, YetkeÀbHe Deewj YetmKeueve keÀs ÖecegKe
peesefKeceesb keÀs meeLe-meeLe efpeueesb keÀes pebieue
keÀer Deeie, Del³eefOekeÀ ieceea Deewj Heeveer keÀer
keÀceer keÀe Yeer meecevee keÀjvee Heæ[lee nw~

nefjÜej, (JeerDe)~ efpeueeefOekeÀejer
nefjÜej Þeer oerhekeÀ bjeJele ves MegeÀJeej
meeb³e jesMeveeyeeo mìsef[³ece henbg®e efpeuee
mlejer³e HegÀìyeeue leLee keÀjeìs
he´efle³eesefielee kesÀ efJepesleeDeeW keÀes hegjmke=Àle
efkeÀ³ee~ efpeuee efke´À[e efJeYeeie keÀer Deesj
mes Dee³eesefpele he´efle³eesefielee ceW peveheo kesÀ
efJeefYeVe HegÀìyee@ue Deewj keÀjesìs keÌueye keÀer
ìerce kesÀ meeLe jesMeveeyeeo mìsef[³ece
ne@mìue kesÀ efKeueeefæ[³eeW ves he´efleYeeie
efkeÀ³ee~ 

HegÀìyee@ue he´efle³eesefielee ceW
Jesefpeìsefj³eve mheesì&me meesmeeef³eìer ves peerle
neefmeue keÀer~ efpeueeefOekeÀejer ves he´Lece,
efÜleer³e, le=leer³e mLeeve he´ehle efJepeslee
efKeueeefæ[³eeW keÀes ì^eHeÀer he´oeve keÀj
GlmeenJeOe&ve efkeÀ³ee~ efpeueeefOekeÀejer ves
keÀne ie´eceerCe Deewj memeeOeveeW kesÀ DeYeeJe
ceW ígheer he´efleYeeDeeW keÀes yesnlej megefJeOee
efceues FmekesÀ efueS mheesìdme efJeYeeie keÀer
Deesj mes pees Yeer mene³elee ceebieer pee³esieer
GmekeÀes hetje keÀjves ceW keÀesF& keÀmej veneR

jKeer pee³esieer~ meeLe ner Fme peveheo keÀe
efpeueeefOekeÀejer jnles efkeÀmeer Yeer
he´efleYeeJeve efKeueeæ[er efpemes he´efleYee
he´oMe&ve keÀe yeæ[e DeJemej he´ehle nes jne
nes efkeÀvleg Oeve kesÀ DeYeeJe ceW Jen Gme
DeJemej mes ®etkeÀ ve pee³es FmekesÀ efueS
GvekeÀer he´eLeefcekeÀlee nw efkeÀ Ssmee keÀesF& Yeer
he´efleYeeJeve efKeuee[er Gvemes meerOee mecheke&À
keÀj Deheves mecem³ee mes DeJeiele keÀje
mekeÀlee nw ~ efpemekeÀe men³eesie efkeÀ³ee
pee³esiee~efpeueeefOekeÀejer ve s46Jeer
SsefMe³eve HegÀìyeeue ®eweqche³eve efMehe ceW
Yeejle keÀe he´efleefveefOelJe keÀjves Jeeues
Devjdlejeäer³e HegÀìyeeue efKeuee[er Jeeefpeo
Deueer keÀe Meeue SJeb cegcesvìeW YesìkeÀj
mecceeve efkeÀ³ee~ Fme DeJemej hej
efJeefMeÿ DeefleefLe jeJe DeHeÀJeekeÀ Deueer
GheeO³e#e efpeuee heb®ee³ele nefjÜej efpeuee
efeÀ[e DeefOekeÀejer SmekesÀ [esYeeue, Þeer
veenj eEmen Jevovee keÀìeefj³ee kesÀ efhelee,
³eeiesMe ®ewneve, Deueer Mesj Meefno
Denceo,  Deeefo GheeqmLele jnW~

efpeueeefOekeÀejer ves HegÀìyeeue leLee keÀjeìs
he´efle³eesefielee kesÀ efJepesleeDeeW keÀes hegjmke=Àle efkeÀ³ee
keÀne-ie´eceerCe Deewj mebmeeOeveeW kesÀ DeYeeJe ceW
ígheer he´efleYeeDeeW keÀes yesnlej megefJeOee efceues

Jeerj Depeg&ve mebJeeooelee
ªêHegj~ efpeuee ievvee HegjmkeÀej

efJelejCe SJeb efJe®eej iees<"er keÀe
Dee³eespeve DeHej efpeueeefOekeÀejer
peieoerMe ®evê keÀeC[Heeue keÀer
DeO³e#elee ces SHeerpes Deyogue keÀueece
meYeeieej keÀueskeÌì^sì ces efkeÀ³ee ie³ee~
DeHej efpeueeefOekeÀejer ves efkeÀmeevees mes
keÀne ievves keÀer MejokeÀeueerve yegJeeF& keÀe
ÖeejcYe nes ®egkeÀe nw~ efkeÀmeeve Fme iees<"er
ces Dee³es Jew%eeefvekeÀes mes ievves keÀer Gvvele
Kesleer keÀs efìHme ueskeÀj ievves keÀer DeefOekeÀ
mes DeefOekeÀ GHepe ues mekeÀles nw~ Gvnesves
yelee³ee ievvee efkeÀmeevees keÀer mecem³eeDees
keÀes O³eeve ces jKeles ngS Jew%eeefvekeÀes Üeje
ievvee yegJeeF& nsleg keÀF& efJeefOe³eeb efJekeÀefmele
keÀer ie³eer nw~ Gvnesves keÀne Hegjeveer SJeb
HejcHejeiele ievvee yegJeeF& efJeefOe³eesb keÀe
Heefjl³eeie keÀj veF& efJeefOe³ees keÀes
DeHeveekeÀj efkeÀmeeve keÀce #es$eHeÀue ces
keÀce mes keÀce ueeiele ces DeefOekeÀ ueeYe
Deefpe&le keÀj mekeÀles nw~ 

mene³ekeÀ ievvee Dee³egÊeÀ OejceJeerj
efmebn ves yelee³ee ievvee efJekeÀeme efJeYeeie
Üeje ke=À<ekeÀesb keÀes ì^sb®e efJeefOe mes ievves keÀer
yegJeeF& nsleg Öeeslmeeefnle efkeÀ³ee pee jne nw~

Gvnesves yelee³ee ì^sb®e efJeefOe mes ievvee
yegJeeF& keÀj keÀgí efkeÀmeevees Üeje efJeiele
Je<ees& ces HejcHejeiele efJeefOe keÀer DeHes#ee
Öeefle nskeÌìs³ej DeefOekeÀ GHepe ÖeeHle keÀer
ieF&~ Gvnesves yelee³ee ì^sb®e efJeefOe mes ievves
keÀs meeLe-meeLe Dev³e HeÀmeue uesvee
Deemeeve SJeb DeeefLe&keÀ ¢ef<ì mes
ueeYeoe³ekeÀ nw~ Gvnesves yelee³ee ì^sb®e
efJeefOe mes ievves keÀer yegJeeF& ces keÀce yeerpe
Je keÀce efmeb®eeF& keÀer DeeJeMkeÀlee He[leer
nw efpememes Yet-peue mlej Gef®ele yevee
jnlee nw meeLe ner Öe®egj cee$e ces efceÆer
®e{eves Hej ievvee peue YejeJe mes vener
efiejlee nw~ iees<"er ces GHeefmLele Jew%eeefvekeÀ
[e0 meer0 efleJeejerS keÀs0Jeer0keÀs0 SJeb
#es$eer³e ÖeyevOekeÀ FHeÀkeÀes ves ievves keÀer
MejokeÀeueerve yegJeeF& mes mecyeefvOele
peevekeÀeefj³eeb Je efìHme efkeÀmeevees keÀs meeLe
meePeeb efkeÀ³es~ Gvnesves keÀne ì^sb®e efJeefOe mes
ievves keÀs meeLe ouenveer menHeÀmeue uesves
nsleg ievves ces Gef®ele mLeeve Je mece³e oesvees
ner efceueles nw meeLe ner ouenveer HeÀmeuees
keÀer pe[es mes ÖeeHle nesves Jeeueer ve$epeve mes
Yetefce keÀer pewJe GJe&jlee yeveer jnleer nw
leLee jemee³eefvekeÀ GJe&jkeÀes keÀer keÀce
DeeJeM³ekeÀlee He[leer nw~ 

iees<"er cesb Jew%eeefvekeÀesb ves efoS ievves
keÀer Gvvele Kesleer keÀs efìHme

mesueekeÀgF&b FbìjvesMeveue mkeÀtue keÀs 13 Je<eer&³e
íe$e ves ceeHee ceeGbì efkeÀefuecebpeejes 

mesueekeÀgF& FbìvevesMeue mkeÀtue keÀs íe$e DeÜwle olej Deewj mce=efle ieie&~
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